
September 26 
Because brothers and sisters are persecuted for their faith, partners 
have risen up all over the world to minister to them in Jesus’ name. 
Thank God for opening the hearts of His people to the needs of His 
children. 
 
Hope for the Middle East 
Open Doors is active in the Middle East, and has a seven-year plan 
to pray for the churches of Iraq and Syria as they rebuild from the 
years of war and the Islamic State group. But it’s not just these 
nations where believers suffer. Join our multi year.... lift up requests 
from believers around the Middle East. 
 
September 27 
Our sisters Fariba Dalir and Mehri Behjati are serving two-year 
prison sentences for starting or being involved in house churches in 
Iran. Pray for their strength, faith and comfort, and ask God for their 
release.

September 28 
Many Syrians have fled their country due to the civil war. Open 
Doors partners are able to distribute food coupons to 125 families 
as well as medical supplies and training in Beirut, Lebanon. Thank 
God for this provision.

September 29 
When Zahra was asked by an interrogator in Iran if she would 
choose Jesus, knowing it would lead to her imprisonment, she 
answered, “Absolutely.” Praise God for her courage! Ask Him to 
provide for her and her family, who are now in another country.

September 30 
In Iranian courts there is no standardization in judgments for 
Christians being sent to prison. Pray for God’s direct intervention 
with these judges, that they may see that Christians do not pose a 
threat to their country.

Get up-to-date requests from 
persecuted Christians around the 
world through our free Prayer App.  
 
TEXT “PRAYER” TO 32500 TO 
DOWNLOAD THE APP NOW! 

September 19 
A pastor provided literacy training for the poor in Bangladesh. But 
local Muslim leaders feared the spiritual influence it might bring. 
They threatened and harassed the attendees. Pray for protection 
for the teachers and students.

September 20 
In Afghanistan, the Taliban now requires women to stay home, only 
allowing them to go outside in “necessity”—and completely covered 
in a burqa. Pray with women who cry out to Jesus for respite from 
these continuing restrictions. 
 
September 21 
Awar Allah was stabbed seven times while trying to rescue his son 
who was held by a radical known to dislike Christians. The man is 
claiming insanity to avoid sentencing. Ask God to help judges see 
through the deception. 
 
Beauty from ashes 
The stories of persecution are grim, but God has a knack for taking 
what seems pointless and giving it meaning. He pours the water of 
His people’s tears on ashes and from them grows blossoms of faith 
and hope.

September 22 
Ruti’s* family beat her for accepting Jesus. She fled to another town, 
and Open Doors partners helped her hide, supported her, and found 
her spiritual mentors. She found a new family in Christ, thanks to His 
guidance and provision.

September 23 
Ram* was beaten for starting a church in India, but he strongly felt 
the prayers of his Open Doors family during his ordeal. “I can boldly 
profess that when I am weak, then I am strong,” he said. Thank God 
for increasing Ram’s faith.

September 24 
When Aisha* found Christ in Chad, her conversion was announced 
at a local mosque. She managed to escape, but extremists held her 
daughter hostage. The family is safe today but had to flee the 
village. Pray for continued protection.

September 25 
Women in Afghanistan are not allowed to work or go to school, so 
they gather in small groups. And it is here that they encourage each 
other in their secret Christian faith. Thank God that what the enemy 
meant for evil, God is using for good.

*Name changed to preserve security.
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September 13 
Brother Wisam leads an effort to deal with the emotional pain of 
Iraqis in the aftermath of ISIS terror. He established three trauma 
care centers and a two-year counseling school for Christians who 
work with traumatized people. Pray the effort multiplies! 
 
September 14 
Evangelist Timur* was challenged by a Muslim leader to leave his 
village. Instead, Timur spoke with this man about Jesus and prayed 
for him. He is now a brother in Christ! Praise God for the courage He 
gave Timur and for guiding a conversation that led to salvation.

When faith is the center of trouble 
The church in many countries labors under the strong hands of 
intolerance and outright persecution. It means the world to hurting 
believers that you are part of their worldwide Body, sending your prayers 
on their behalf. Continue to lift them up.

September 15 
Samida’s* family forced her to live in the barn because she loves 
Jesus. They find her shameful; God finds her beautiful. Pray for an 
easing of her burden and an improvement in her living conditions.

September 16 
Fazlia* was a teacher in Afghanistan who fled with some of her 
students when the Taliban took over. Open Doors partners have 
ministered to her in the refugee camp. “You are like God’s loving 
hand on me,” she said. Pray for refugees in camps today.

September 17 
A youth group in Egypt witnessed the murder of their youth leader by 
a man who is known to hate Christians. Pray for their recovery from 
trauma and true justice on the part of the courts.

September 18 
Rina Lama’s* family in Nepal shunned her for leaving Hinduism. Open 
Doors partners met with her and helped her see that she has a 
worldwide family of believers supporting her in prayer. Ask God to 
help her grow. 
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A most dangerous place to believe 
On average, a Christian is killed for his or her faith every two hours 
in Nigeria. That’s nearly 13 Christians a day and 372 Christians a 
month, making it the place where a believer is most likely to die for 
faith in Jesus. Cry to the Lord for brothers and sisters there this 
week.

September 1 
Muslim extremists killed university student Deborah Yakubu for 
something she posted online thanking God for good grades. Her 
family needs your prayers as they cope with her brutal murder and the 
repercussions that followed. 
 
September 2 
Iljanada was abducted by Boko Haram but escaped with one child, 
carrying another in her womb. She was rejected by her village 
as “tainted.” Praise God she is doing better and that Open Doors 
partners have kept in touch with her.

September 3 
Twenty men were killed, and the horrific murders were streamed 
online. The perpetrators said they were “taking revenge against 
Christians all over the world.” Pray the Lord removes the weapons 
of hatred from their hands. 
 
September 4 
Rev. Joseph Bako and his brother were both killed in captivity 
when Bako would not renounce his faith in Christ and was denied 
necessary medicine. Ask God to protect church leaders throughout 
the country from similar harm. 
 
September 5 
Gunmen massacred at least 50 believers attending a church service. 
Pray God would bring relief to the Nigerian people from these 
unrelenting attacks.

September 6 
A Nigerian bishop said, “Sometimes it appears we have been 
abandoned to the mercy of the jihadists,” after two priests and two 
boys were abducted from a rectory. O Lord, hear the cry of Your 
people for peace! 

September 7 
Last year 2,510 Nigerians were abducted for faith-related 
reasons. Pray for spiritual strength and endurance for those 
who have been taken—and for those left behind to grieve. 

Hope for the Middle East 
Open Doors has a seven-year plan to pray for the church in 
the Middle East as Christians heal and rebuild in the years 
after decimation by war and ISIS. Join our multiyear Hope for 
the Middle East Prayer Campaign as we lift up requests from 
believers in Iraq and Syria. You can also visit ODUSA.org/
Pray4ME to learn more. 
 
September 8 
In Syria, young Christians are visiting struggling older people 
to bring mutual hope and purpose. Thank You, God, for these 
special visits. Bring blessing to those who give fellowship and 
those who receive it.

September 9 
Fady* grew up in Iraq and knew nothing but war as a child. The 
church was the place he felt most secure, and it brought him to 
Christ. Now he urges other believers to stay in Iraq and 
minister. Lift up his work and faith.

September 10 
Join a Syrian woman who voiced a passionate prayer for her 
country. She asks God to intervene and heal her land, lead 
Syrians to Him, and provide hope for young people fearful of 
unknown futures there.

September 11 
Voice of Peace Iraqi radio shares about church activities, plays 
Christian music, and gives advice on raising children—and it is 
changing the way Christians are perceived in Iraq. Pray for the 
150,000 listeners and the influence of the ministry.

September 12 
Thank God for an income-generating project that brought 
dependable irrigation to Milad Baroudy and 113 other Syrians. “I 
was like a dying man who was revived,” he said. 

*Name changed to preserve security.


