
August 26 
Open Doors holds training sessions for leaders and pastors around the 
world to give them new hope and tools to reach people with the gospel. 
Thank God for these trainers and pray for their safety as they lift up 
believers like Nethmi in Sri Lanka. 
 
August 27 
Akim* and his sisters had to flee their Kyrgyzstan home because 
their father physically attacked them for following Jesus. Pray for 
believers who must choose between their earthly family and the 
family of God.

Hope for the Middle East 
Open Doors has a seven-year plan to pray for the church in the Middle 
East as Christians heal and rebuild in the years after being decimated 
by war and Islamic State group. Join our multiyear Hope for the 
Middle East Prayer Campaign as we lift up requests from believers in 
Iraq and Syria. You can also visit ODUSA.org/Pray4ME to learn more. 
 
August 28 
Young people looking for hope in Iraq have fought back against 
despair through a music program that lets them build something 
beautiful to share, rather than returning hatred for hatred. Thank 
God for those who run the program and the students in it.

August 29 
Amal* had to flee Syria for her life, and her non-believing husband 
has refused to let her daughters go to church or contact their 
mother. Pray for families with deep wounds to stay strong in Christ.

August 30 
A new believer in Iraq was found murdered by her family members 
because she came to Christ. Ask God to raise up outrage about 
such “honor killings” so that they will no longer be tolerated or even 
considered. 
 
August 31 
An Open Doors training program called “HIS” is helping women in 
the Gulf region to see themselves as precious in God’s sight. Pray 
for encouragement for the trainers and a spread of the ministry to 
reach even more women.
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August 19 
Kidnappings are common in extremist attacks, like the one in 
Burkina Faso that saw 83-year-old American nun Suellen Tennyson 
carried away. Pray for all those in captivity. Ask God to be very close 
to them.

August 20 
In some African nations it is illegal for buildings to be used as 
churches without permission, but permission is never granted. Pray 
for congregations in Eritrea, Libya and Algeria that have had 
churches closed and worship barred. 
 
Elsewhere in the Body of Christ 
There isn’t a corner of the globe where believers don’t experience 
some level of discomfort. When it turns violent, lives can be lost. But 
sometimes, out of the wreckage, grace and hope still bloom. 
Remember these areas of the world this week in your prayers. 
 
August 21 
After a mob of 60 attacked a church in Sri Lanka, the church 
became stronger—more deeply rooted in prayer and Scripture’s 
teaching on persecution. Praise God that the devil’s wiles were 
overcome by God’s purpose!

August 22 
Though the headlines have turned away from the Afghanistan crisis, 
continue to uphold your family there. God never takes His eyes off 
His children, regardless of world opinion or lagging interest. Pray for 
believers who have stayed.

August 23 
Kirimaya* in Kyrgyzstan told her new coworker that she is a 
believer. The coworker turned on Kirimaya and held her up for 
ridicule, despite saying she also believed. Kirimaya was forced to 
quit. Pray for believers everywhere who lose jobs and income 
because of their faith.

August 24 
In Sri Lanka, Santhi* was thrown out by her family because of her 
faith, even though she was critically ill. Give thanks for Open Doors 
partners who gave her equipment to start a cooking business and 
support her family. 

August 25 
Kerim* was denied the right to bury his brother or attend his 
mother’s funeral in Kyrgyzstan because he is a believer. He has 
been driven from his village. Lift up the many who face outrageous 
abuse at their most painful moments.

*Name changed to preserve security.
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August 13 
Open Doors partner Rajesh* says: “Pray for the house church 
movement. They are the easiest victims of persecution and don’t 
know how to face it, but the grace of God is enough for them.” Pray 
with him for protection and strength for the house churches.

African believers in danger 
A swath of countries across the African continent has been plagued by 
extremists who seek to drive out Christians and other minorities with 
violence. Many of the reports are gut-wrenching. Shine the light of your 
prayers on the hardest places in Africa this week.

August 14 
Charity and her family were chased into the forests by Boko Haram. 
They survived, but several in their village did not. Thousands in 
Nigeria are picking up the pieces after attacks. Thank God for those 
who have survived, and pray for comfort for the families of those lost.

August 15 
In Eritrea, church leaders and believers are targets for extremists. 
But when one is struck down, others rise in their place. Lift up the 
hearts of Eritrean believers, that they would be filled with boldness 
and courage.

August 16 
In Mozambique, pastors Paulo* and Antonio* have turned their own 
displacement into a ministry to refugees fleeing violence. Ask God to 
give them discernment, compassion and fruit in their ministry to 
deeply hurting people.

August 17 
Many countries in Africa are dominated by Islam. Believers are 
expelled from their families when they follow Christ and grieve that 
loss of connection and closeness. Pray God will build them into a 
family that can withstand the pressure to give up.

August 18 
As Nigerian believers are driven from their homes by Fulani militants 
and other extremists, believers receive them and minister to them. 
Thank God for the help that has flowed to them through Open Doors 
partners and local believers. 
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East Asia is far from safe 
Every day in parts of Asia, believers are faced with difficult choices—
and outright violence—simply for following Jesus. As you think 
about an area where billions of people live, remember the individual 
struggles that Christians endure and how they try to live out their faith 
in spite of them.

August 1 
Dozens of North Koreans were arrested and shot at a worship service, 
after which their families were rounded up and jailed. Pray for the 
endurance of these families and for comfort as they and the North 
Korean church grieve. 
 
August 2 
In Vietnam, believers returned blessing for evil when they built toilet 
facilities at the homes of their former persecutors. Ask that the seed 
of this sacrifice would result in many being saved.

August 3 
When Som* came to faith in Laos, she burned the idols in her home. 
Villagers destroyed her home, drove her away and beat other 
Christians. Lift up these displaced believers as they pray for their 
persecutors. 
 
August 4 
Sa-Myung* lives under threat of exposure in North Korea and 
doesn’t have much. But she mailed back a tithe of the help she 
received from Open Doors’ networks in China, giving a sacrifice 
beyond measure. Pray a blessing on this dear woman! 
 
August 5 
Adil* and Nebi* ignore the surveillance cameras that surround them 
in China and reach out to the homeless and destitute in the name 
of Jesus. Thank God for believers who take “go and do likewise” as 
their daily marching orders.

August 6 
Pray for Caleb* and Hyuk-Soo,* both integral to the safehouse 
ministry in China for North Koreans who cross the border, as 
they struggle with health issues and arrest. Ask God to give them 
endurance and fruit in their ministries. 
 

August 7 
Someone put acid in Leebee’s drink, yet Jesus healed and 
sustained her! Though persecuted, she trained as a community 
health provider and gained the trust of those who used to 
persecute her. Pray for more changed hearts as a result.

India in focus 
Believers in India have faced increasing persecution in the last 
few years. Many of the incidents have been sparked by radical 
Hindu nationalists who oppose any non-Hindus. Be in prayer 
for brothers and sisters in this vast nation who often have no 
recourse when they are attacked. 
 
August 8 
Elections earlier this year brought more power to leaders 
who emphasize “to be Indian is to be Hindu.” Anti-conversion 
laws are being passed to make changing religious beliefs very 
difficult. Pray for courageous believers.

August 9 
Anti-conversion laws are frequently misused to settle old 
scores or hamper the work of those spreading the gospel in 
India. Ask God for clear-sighted judges and officials who follow 
the constitution, not extremist views.

August 10 
Pastor Shankar was killed after being threatened by extremists, 
and 26 other pastors were then attacked. Pray for comfort for 
families and godly courage among the leadership and 
congregations.

August 11 
When believers and their property are attacked in India, 
sometimes authorities either refuse to help or blame the 
victims for the destruction. Lift up the hearts of these officials, 
that they would treat all citizens with respect and service.

August 12 
Sanna’s* family came to Christ when her mother was healed of 
a terminal illness. They were instantly ostracized by their 
community. After two years, the village realized Christians are 
good people and lifted the ban. Praise God for the witness of 
Sanna’s family and for changing hearts in the community. 

*Name changed to preserve security.


