
 
April 26 
In Uzbekistan, police invaded a classroom and searched students’ 
phones looking for “illegal” religious materials. Pray for the traumatized 
students and their freedom to listen to digital Bibles, sermons and 
Christian music without fear.

April 27 
An Indian Christian school received a letter from Hindu extremists 
demanding they tear down a statue of Jesus and put in its place the 
Hindu goddess of knowledge—or face riots and demonstrations. 
Pray for wisdom for school authorities as they attempt to teach 
children the way of God.

April 28 
Jobayer* wore a Christian-themed T-shirt to work after attending a 
camp in Bangladesh. But his message wasn’t welcomed. Jobayer’s 
“friend” threatened to cast him out of the workplace. Pray for 
Jobayer’s mental stability, and ask God to bring him a new job to 
support himself and his parents.

Hope for the Middle East 
Open Doors has a seven-year plan to pray for the church in the 
Middle East as Christians heal and rebuild in the years after being 
decimated by war and the Islamic State group. Join our multiyear 
Hope for the Middle East Prayer Campaign as we lift up requests 
from believers in Iraq and Syria. You can also visit ODUSA.org/
Pray4ME to learn more.

April 29 
Though Iran is not specifically part of our Hope for the Middle East 
initiative, pray that the potential influence of Supreme Court cases 
challenging the imprisonment of Christians there might overflow 
into Syria and Iraq, bringing an end to religious detainment.

April 30 
Increasing economic instability has a disproportionate impact on 
believers in Syria and Iraq since they are already shunned and 
marginalized in their society. Pray for those who cannot find jobs 
and have been blocked from basic rights as citizens.
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April 20 
Demonstration-torn Chhattisgarh, India, erupted in a large street 
worship event led by believers there—offsetting the dangerous 
anti-Christian protests local Hindus have staged. Thank God for this 
creative and Christ-honoring response to persecution.

April 21 
As COVID-19 supplies, aid and medication are delivered worldwide, 
many Christian organizations (including Open Doors) have added 
audio and printed Bibles to the deliveries. Praise God for bringing 
good out of a global tragedy.

Persecution doesn’t bypass young people 
Often lost in the overall cloud of persecution around the world are 
the children and young people who have known little else in their 
young lives. Jesus said it was a terrible thing to cause a “little 
one” to stumble. Pray for brave, believing hearts that beat in small 
chests around the world.

April 22 
Mikon* was raped as a child in Laos and contracted HIV. She met 
Jesus at a Christian clinic where her parents left her. When she 
returned home, her family ostracized her because of her faith. She 
dreams of being a doctor, and an Open Doors partner is helping with 
her support. Pray for Mikon’s health and her dreams, despite all 
that’s happened to her.

April 23 
Around the world, younger people have been raised with the 
Internet and often depend on it to tap into Bible resources and 
connect with other believers. Pray for countries like China that are 
actively working to silence these websites and shut down social 
media outlets where young people can access Christian content.

April 24 
When Christian parents are ostracized, injured or killed for their 
faith, their children—regardless of age—are caught in the aftermath 
of this persecution. Pray for the children of martyrs and all those 
harassed for their faith throughout the world.

April 25 
Rengpa Mro was 18 when he accepted Christ and was baptized. 
Rengpa’s father was so incensed that he withheld food from his son 
and berated him constantly. Unable to cope with the ceaseless 
cruelty, Rengpa took his own life rather than renounce Christ. Pray 
for Rengpa’s family, that they will see the value of Jesus in their 
son’s life and be saved.

*Name changed to preserve security.
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April 13 
A raid by militant Islamic extremists in northeast Nigeria left one 
person dead and 60 taken captive from a church. The group was 
targeted because they follow Jesus. Pray for the families of all those 
who have been taken or killed in militant attacks in the region.

April 14 
Lift up your brothers and sisters across sub-Saharan Africa who face 
the possibility of attack and capture every day. Pray for peace in this 
region and for the governments involved to speak up for all those in 
danger—including Christians.

And now, some good news!  
Even though persecution is rampant in so many countries around the 
world, there is still encouraging news from many places! Believers 
regularly stand up under pressure, boldly declare their faith and show 
their determination to follow Jesus. 
 
April 15 
Ram Bahadur* and his wife were expelled from their family home 
for following Jesus, but they still say, “God has never left us or 
abandoned us.” Pray for provision for this couple and that they would 
continue to worship Jesus with joy.

April 16 
Praise God for Pastor Hudson* in China, who took the suffering 
of other believers so much to heart that his tiny congregation has 
raised prayer and funds for those in other countries again and again.

April 17 
In Laos where the average monthly salary is $50 to $100, buying 
a Bible for $18 is not possible. But 250 Bibles were delivered to 
believers, and revival is breaking out! Pray for the continued influence 
of these precious Bibles in Laos.

April 18 
In Malaysia, “Story Telling” training led by Open Doors partners is 
giving pastors fresh encouragement to use Bible stories in their 
sermons the way Jesus did. Praise God for the continued distribution 
of materials to help them.

April 19 
Give thanks today for the success of the Cow Bank project in 
Vietnam, which has already distributed 247 cows to persecuted 
Christians desperate to make a living and survive. Pray the program 
can be expanded to help more families.
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April 7 
From the time they enter school, Chinese children are bombarded 
with anti-religious teaching, focusing on a desire for financial 
status. Pray that Chinese believers wouldn’t be swept up in the 
emphasis on prosperity in their country or be sidetracked by a 
desire for this concept of “success.” 

Sub-Saharan Africa reels from attacks 
The horrifying stories coming out of sub-Saharan Africa break 
the heart of God and of every believer who hears them. Warring 
factions put their own desire for power over the lives and faith 
of anyone in their way. Be in prayer with these brothers and 
sisters.

April 8 
Leah Sharibu was a young teenager when Islamic State West 
Africa Province (ISWAP) kidnapped her in Nigeria. Eyewitnesses 
say she is still alive and has a child. Pray for Leah and all the 
young people who have been taken and abused because they are 
Christians.

April 9 
As factions continue to struggle for dominance in the Central 
African Republic, many fighters take the opportunity to target 
Christians, their homes and their churches. Pray for God’s 
powerful hand of protection on these believers.

April 10 
In Burkina Faso, 147 believers fled, pursued by Islamic extremists 
who said they would kill them all after a raid. Ask God to help 
those who must run for their lives, that they might encounter 
places and people of safety and rest.

April 11 
Pastor Musana had a heart for speaking to Muslims in Uganda 
and sharing Jesus. When some converted, two enraged men 
killed Musana and threw his body into the river. Pray for his loved 
ones and for those who steadfastly refuse to back away from 
witnessing.

April 12 
Praise God for the release of Sister Gloria after four years of 
captivity in Mali. Ask the Lord to comfort those still held prisoner 
and to make a way for them to return to their families. 
 

Unrelenting pressure in Southeast Asia 
For believers in Southeast Asia, persecution is not just a concern—
it’s a daily reality. Leaving one’s Buddhist or animistic background 
can mean exclusion, loss of rights, and outright bullying. Pray with 
God’s family as they struggle. 
 
April 1 
To be allowed to worship Jesus in their Vietnam village, Lonh* and his 
family had to pay a fine and contribute 220 pounds of pork. They are 
now outcasts. Pray for the family as they continue to serve God in their 
village.

April 2 
Bongyang* and Faxai,* a Hmong couple in their 40s, were arrested 
in Laos for “disobeying” COVID-19 restrictions when they had a 
small gathering of believers in their home, despite following all 
guidelines. Faxai was deported. Pray for their reunion and provision.

April 3 
In China authorities keep a watchful eye on local evangelists 
and regularly call them in for interrogation. Pray these believers 
have peace to continue their work and stand up to the strain of 
government interference.

April 4 
Many believing women are forced to marry non-Christian men in an 
effort to pressure these sisters to renounce their faith in Christ. Pray 
for these women as they cling to God.

April 5 
Khai* had to leave the military in Laos because it refused to pay his 
salary, and his wife Fon* was denied vocational training—because 
of the couple’s faith. Pray for their provision and the strength to 
continue to trust God.

April 6 
Vietnamese believer Thao,* his wife and five children were denied 
the right to build a home on their land because of their faith. They 
were forced to return to living in a tent. Pray for government 
authorities to lift these unfair restrictions on Christians.


