
 
March 26 
Local partners share reports, often at great risk to themselves, to 
shine the light of truth on the darkness of persecution. Pray for 
them as they seek to help you pray effectively for believers in 
danger.

Hope for the Middle East 
Open Doors has a seven-year plan to pray for the church in the 
Middle East as Christians heal and rebuild in the years after being 
decimated by war and the Islamic State group. Join our multiyear 
Hope for the Middle East Prayer Campaign as we lift up requests 
from believers in Iraq and Syria. You can also visit ODUSA.org/
Pray4ME to learn more.

March 27 
Syrian Druze and Kurds are coming to Jesus despite persecution 
from their families and communities. Ask God to strengthen and 
protect them as they turn to Him.

March 28 
In Iraq, many believers have left the country and await approval of 
their asylum applications in neighboring countries, but their funds 
are running out. Continue to pray for them as they wait in 
uncertainty.

March 29 
Over 100 teens went through a “Know Him” curriculum in Syria. “It 
helped me know God more and will do the same for other teens in 
my church,” a participant said. Pray for an expansion of this 
program and much fruit.

March 30 
Believers returning to the Nineveh Plains in Iraq face an unstable 
security situation, militia groups, continuing conflict and difficult 
living conditions. Ask God to protect and provide for them.

March 31 
Only seven believers out of 240 remain in Aleppo, Syria, due to 
Turkish militia violence, theft and abuse. Pray for this core of 
believers to be the beginning of a work of God in Aleppo.

GET UP-TO-DATE REQUESTS FROM 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS AROUND 
THE WORLD THROUGH OUR FREE 
PRAYER APP. TEXT “PRAYER” 
TO 32500 TO DOWNLOAD THE 
APP NOW! 

 
 
You do not pray alone 
When a great chorus of prayer breaks out, it magnifies the unified 
voice the body of Christ as we bring the needs of brothers and 
sisters to Him. You join a symphony of prayer when you pray 
along with us for needs around the world. Open Doors’ prayer 
resources—like the Prayer App and this monthly calendar—have 
been wonderful tools to show our brothers and sisters how much 
you care—and to remind all of us how many people are praying! 
 
March 20 
Believers in Bangladesh were arrested and commanded to renounce 
their faith in Jesus. Through the Open Doors Prayer App, 2,031 
Open Doors friends brought their situation to the Father. Continue 
to pray for them, that they can stand strong.

March 21 
Ivan* attended a sports camp; he was the only Christian there. The 
other boys beat him, and the trainer did nothing to assist him. Yet 
he refused to give up Jesus. Thousands of you who read the Prayer 
Force Alert and pray with us each month lifted up his situation to 
God. Pray Ivan continues to grow in the Lord.

March 22 
Six families in a Hmong village in Vietnam turned to Christ. The 
village took their harvest and blocked water access to their farms, 
and the government withdrew social assistance from them. When 
we asked you to intercede for them, you answered the call and 
prayed. Keep praying, as the pressure is ongoing.

March 23 
When Afghanistan fell, believers knew there was nothing you could 
do for them ... except pray. “If you love us, pray for us,” they said. 
And 2,058 of you put their concerns at the feet of Jesus through the 
Prayer App. Continue to pray; the crisis is far from over. 

March 24 
A new believer in the Arabian Peninsula was struggling, wondering if 
God cared. And 2,379 of you reached out to the throne of grace on 
his behalf, writing letters and prayers on social media to comfort 
and assure this new brother. Remember all new believers who face 
similar questions.

March 25 
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a series of attacks 
specifically targeted pastors. We brought you their stories, and 
thousands of people dove into prayer on their behalf. Pray for 
strength for pastors around the world who minister in the toughest places.

*Representative name or photo used for security.
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Urgent needs in sub-Saharan Africa 
Believers across Africa face daily threats of violence for following 
their faith. The number of people displaced and living in refugee 
camps in deplorable conditions grows continually. This week, we 
focus our prayers on the hopes and needs of our Christian family in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
March 1 
In Nigeria and the Central African Republic, attacks and kidnappings 
by radical groups are commonplace and terrifying. Christians are a 
particular target. Pray for God’s intervention in the area to bring these 
attacks to an end so people can live peacefully.

March 2 
Some areas of Burkina Faso are so violent that there are no 
Christians there anymore. Lift up the displaced believers who have 
had to flee their homes and land to escape death and injury, and for 
those who have lost loved ones.

March 3 
Persecutors bully Christians to renounce their faith or leave an area 
that radicals want to control. Sexual violence against the very 
young, and even the very old, occurs regularly. Pray for the victims 
of this crime and their emotional, physical and spiritual healing.

March 4 
Silas Yakubu Ali (55), a pastor in Nigeria, was ambushed and killed 
by Fulani militants. The next day a village was attacked, and at least 
10 church members were killed. Pray for the attackers, that the Holy 
Spirit will not let their hearts rest until they repent. 

March 5 
Villages in the Democratic Republic of Congo have experienced 
waves of attacks, with Christians killed or taken hostage and homes 
and churches burned. Pray for wisdom and grace for pastors and 
churches who minister to the displaced, the bereaved and 
traumatized.

March 6 
Refugee centers may be “safer,” but they are crammed with people 
and often lacking basic housing, food, water and medical care. Lift 
up the people in these camps and the selfless people who volunteer 
to try to ease their suffering.

Afghanistan’s believers beg for prayer  
When the Taliban regained control of Afghanistan, Christians there 
had three choices: return to Islam, leave the country or prepare for 
increased persecution. The requests for prayer by those who remain 
behind are urgent and heartbreaking. 
 
March 13 
Zabi’s* father was killed for his faith. When the Taliban returned, 
she fled Afghanistan for her life. Local Open Doors partners have 
assisted her with prayer, encouragement, food and a place to stay. 
Pray for Zabi and other believers who face an uncertain future.

March 14 
Bringing aid to believers in refugee camps is difficult. Pray that 
trucks with fruits, meat, rice, clothes, diapers and sanitizers will 
be safe and the relief aid will be processed smoothly. Pray for our 
frontline partners who minister in the camps.

March 15 
Sharinah* escaped Afghanistan with her child. A believer helped her 
when her child got pneumonia. Pray this kindness and compassion 
prompts her to reach out to Christ and be saved.

March 16 
Many secret believers chose to stay in Afghanistan to be salt and 
light in their homeland. Pray for their protection and for God to bring 
people to them who want to know Him.

March 17 
The countries to which Afghans flee are often not much safer for 
believers. There are over two million refugees in the region. Ask God 
to provide for needy people on both sides of the border.

March 18 
Some Central Asian nations are not admitting Afghan refugees into 
their countries. Many people are sent back. This can be a death 
sentence, especially for Christians. Pray for safety for believers as 
they try to find refuge.

March 19 
Lists of Christians have been circulated in Afghanistan so that the 
authorities can find them. Pray for those who are in hiding and for 
those who protect them, that God will bless them and draw them to 
Himself. 
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March 7 
Zaitun, a mother of four, was cast out for receiving Christ. The 
church took her in and steered her to an Open Doors small 
business training program. Praise God for the local partners who 
are establishing vital programs like this one. 
 
Creative evangelism and discipleship 
Persecution makes it dangerous for some Christians to gather 
or share their faith. In our  generation, the methods for bringing 
the Word of God to isolated believers have had to become 
increasingly creative to avoid local censorship.

March 8 
Some North Korean believers slip across the border into China, 
where they attend secret discipleship groups to strengthen their 
faith and return with what they’ve learned. Praise God for the 
courage of both the teachers and attendees of these studies.

March 9 
In Malaysia many believers are illiterate. Seventeen hundred audio 
Bibles, with sermons and worship songs, were distributed in local 
native languages. Thank God for the technology necessary to 
bring spiritual aid to hungry believers.

March 10 
In China some online Bible apps, social media sites and other 
spiritual tools are being cut off one by one. Pray for avenues of 
evangelism and discipleship to break through the solid curtain of 
censorship in China.

March 11 
Youth camps are a special way to help young people in Central 
Asia, the Middle East and other areas hear about Jesus while 
enjoying sports and games. Praise God for all the successful 
camps and the believers they helped.

March 12 
Micro SD cards and readers are being distributed to Central Asian 
nomads so they can hear the Bible in their languages and be 
discipled. Lift up these efforts and the people who risk everything 
to bring them to believers there.


