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You can
be there

as a Frontline Partner

By giving $30 a month

By becoming a Frontline Partner through Open Doors, you’ll join the largest
on-the-ground network of support for persecuted Christians in the world.

OpenDoorsUSA.org

Today, Christians all over the world are pressured,  
arrested, attacked or killed for their faith.

you can provide your persecuted family with 
critical support and emergency relief.

FRONTLINE PARTNERS ARE THERE, NO MATTER WHAT.

VISIT ODUSA.ORG/FLP TO SIGN UP TODAY. 
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Open Doors Core Values

For over 60 years, Open Doors has worked in the world’s 
most oppressive countries, empowering Christians who are 
persecuted for their faith.

When Ativi’s village was attacked by Boko Haram, she fled to the bush 
with many others. Life was difficult after she returned, but through a 
microloan from Open Doors, Ativi started a sewing business. 

Today, she has plans to expand her business and help other young 
women in her village. Read more on page 12 about what Open Doors 
is doing in Nigeria. 
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Presence magazine showcases the powerful stories of faith of persecuted 
Christians, while showing how God is at work through the united Body of 

Christ around the world.

We are part of the Body of Christ; 
a people-to-people people
We are persecuted church-driven
We are people of the Bible
We are people of prayer
We live and work by faith
We are devoted to Jesus Christ and His commission
We are motivated solely for the glory of God
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Helping hearts 
and minds 

love God fully

In the summer of 2018, the charity Save the 
Children released a report about children 
in northern Iraq who had returned to their 
home city of Mosul. Many of them had been 
forced to flee their homes because of the 
threat of ISIS. 

The report’s findings were devastating. 
Nearly half of the children the report 

surveyed said they felt grief all or a lot of the 
time. Less than 1 in 10 kids said they could think 
of something happy in their lives. And more 
than 70 percent of the children’s caregivers 
reported feeling unhappy and depressed. 

“When I remember what happened, I get 
sad,” says one girl quoted in the Save the 
Children report. “I remember my mother and 
father and how I was happy. I was with them, 
but I have lost them.”

These kinds of stories echo ones Open 
Doors has heard in Iraq and Syria as Christians 
try to recover after ISIS. Children were 
kidnapped, men were forced to help ISIS or 
killed, women faced sexual slavery and horrific 
violence … all because they followed Jesus. 

Less than 1 in 10 kids said they could  
think of something happy in their lives. 

And now: They’re trying to 
rebuild their lives and their faith.

But how can victims of 
such brutality—in Iraq, in 
northern Nigeria where women 
are kidnapped, in India where 
believers are beaten by mobs, 
in Iran where Christians are 
imprisoned and tortured for their 
faith—possibly hope to have a 
relationship with a loving God 
ever again?

Frontline Faith
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“When persecution takes place, it 
changes the person for good,” Tina* 
says. Tina is an Open Doors trauma 
counselor who works with ex-prisoners 
in Iran who were jailed—and eventually 
forced to flee their country—for their 
faith. “There is no turning back to the 
old self; it is a new beginning. Where 
does persecution start and where does 
it end?”

For Christians like those in Iran or 
Iraq—or anywhere else where following 
Jesus comes at great cost—trauma can 
be all-consuming. What Christians go 
through leaves scars, and sometimes 
those scars can get in the way of the 
person God has created them to be. 

Anne* is an Open Doors worker who 
provided trauma counseling to women in 
Central African Republic (CAR), many of 
whom were rape victims. “We listened to 
their expressions of desperation, anger, 
sorrow, hopelessness, rejection, fear and 
bitterness,” she remembers. “Following 
these terrible experiences, some 
contemplated suicide, others murder.”

Around the world, we see how trauma 
stemming from persecution hurts God’s 
people and His Church—that’s the goal 
of Satan, to use the tools of violence to 
permanently harm the family of God. To 
prevent this destruction, trauma care, 
counseling and Christian mental health 
care are needed, which is why Open 
Doors so intentionally focuses on this in 
so many places. 

And by God’s grace, it’s helping. 
Martha*, another trauma counselor 

in CAR, asked the women in her trauma 
care group to each draw self-portraits. 
“For every negative thing said to them 
or that they believed about themselves, 
they added a black spot. Many of them 
drew pictures of the rape they lived 
through. That was what defined them. 
They saw themselves as victims that 
would be broken forever.”

After the women drew their pictures, 
they were led in Bible studies. The 
women were encouraged to pour their 
hearts out to God, like Hannah did 

in 1 Samuel 1. Their thoughts about 
themselves were contrasted with a study 
on how Jesus sees them.

It soon became clear to the ministry 
team that a change was occurring. 
“Arriving the next morning, I found the 
women singing with joy,” Martha says. 
“When I asked them why they were 
singing, several women jumped up to 
tell me that they were feeling relieved 
and joyful. The day before, they realized 
that they were not alone—there were 
others who share their experience. They 
no longer felt isolated. In sharing their 
stories and pouring out their hearts 
to God, they felt great relief. As they 
started praying for each other in small 
groups, they literally cried out to God in a 
multitude of voices.”

The ministry team helped the women 
understand their symptoms of trauma 
and the phases of their healing. The 
road to recovery consists of care and 
healing physically, mentally, emotionally, 
spiritually—and in taking action.

In these moments, God’s Church is 
strengthened. “The women learned that 
by taking care of themselves physically, 
renewing their minds, understanding 

their emotions, pouring out their hearts 
to God, supporting each other and 
taking action to return to what they 
were doing before the war, they could 
stand up together to regain dignity and 
respect,” Martha says. “This gave them a 
lot of hope.” 

“The people we help are also the 
parents of the next generation of 
believers, as well as the face of the 
church,” Tina echoes. “Helping them 
is helping the persecuted church and 
persecuted believers.”

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us 
that the most important commandment 
for God’s people is to “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.” That’s why 
Open Doors cares for victims of trauma; 
helping Christians through trauma is 
a clear part of our calling to help the 
persecuted church. We smuggle Bibles 
to help people love God with their 
hearts and souls, we provide relief aid 
so believers can love God with their 
strength and we provide trauma care so 
they can love Him with their hearts and 
minds.

Aisha, a Nigerian woman who took part in 
an Open Doors trauma program, draws a 
self-portrait as part of an art therapy lesson 
designed to help her see herself as God sees 
her: valuable.

Read more on page 12 about what Open 
Doors is doing through your gifts to help 
traumatized believers.
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A: Biblically speaking, there is no absolute promise 
that persecution will always grow the church, but there 
are many examples where it does. The most explicit 
is in the Book of Acts. Chapter 8:1 tells us a great 
persecution broke out in Jerusalem, which acted as a 
motor for mission so that the gospel gets out from a 
Jewish enclave to the “ends of the earth.” 
 
Two main dynamics kick in to help spread the gospel. 
First, power gets shifted downward to people who 
have never had it before! Up until this point, apostles 
in Jerusalem think the gospel is only for Jews. They 
stayed in the city. The first cross-cultural evangelist of 
the church then is not an apostle, it’s a deacon—Philip.  
 
Second, people get pushed outward to places they 
have never been before. Philip finds himself among the 
Samaritans, hated half-Jews and a despised people group. 
There is no way the church in Jerusalem was interested in 
offering the gospel to Samaritans. But persecution pushed 
Philip into their territory, and—maybe to his astonishment 
too—the Samaritans believe and join the church! It’s not long 
before the gospel has arrived in Antioch, and that church 
replaces the Jerusalem fellowship as the primary sending 
church of the New Testament era, responsible for funding 
the missionary journeys of Paul.  

Historically speaking, we can see, however, that when two 
circumstances come together, the church can die from 
persecution. One circumstance is where persecution lasts 

for many generations; the other when a hostile culture is 
created that daily discriminates against the exercise of the 
Christian faith. These are called by scholars the time and 
totality elements. 
 
If we look at the contemporary persecuted church, though, 
persecution must be a “good” thing because persecuted 
Christians pray for those in Western countries “to be more 
persecuted.” This has to do with their experience that nothing 
spreads the gospel more than if it has cost the Christian to 
witness. A Pakistani Muslim convert said recently: “My Muslim 
friend told me he had found Jesus. I was aghast, and at first I 
wanted to kill him. But then I thought, he has just put his life 
in my hands to tell me this news, because if I reported him, 
I could gain all his property because the tribal elders would 
take it away from an apostate and give it to his denouncer. So 
I thought, who is this Jesus that my friend would risk all to tell 
me about the joy of knowing him?” 

When witnessing to Christ costs the most, it proves Christ 
must be worth knowing above all else. That turns the gospel 
into its true worth: a priceless treasure. As a Korean Christian 
in China said, “It’s more important to witness than to live.” 
She went back into North Korea, from where she had fled. 
She wanted to tell her family about Jesus. She knew it would 
probably cost her life itself! 

So, pray for persecution. It may not always revive the church or 
spread the gospel, but it often does.  And it always—always—
reveals the infinite worth of knowing Christ, because it makes 
clear the believer is risking everything to keep and to share 
that Divine Friendship! 
 
And that always makes the gospel clear!

Frontline Faith

By Ron Boyd McMillan

Ask a 
Persection
Expert
SHOULD WE VIEW 
PERSECUTION AS 
A “GOOD” THING 
BECAUSE IT HELPS 
SPREAD THE GOSPEL? 
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In Algeria, Christians have witnessed the closings of an 
estimated 50 Protestant or independent Christian church 
buildings (not including house churches). Several churches 
were shuttered late last year, including some of the 
country’s largest, intensifying what Open Doors has called a 
“systematic campaign” to close churches in the north African 
country where Sunni Muslims account for an estimated 98.2 
percent of the population.  

Police actually raided the last worship service for 
700-member Full Gospel Church in Tizi Ouzou province, 
asking church members to leave. Those who resisted were 
pushed outside. At one point, police beat church leader 
Pastor Salah; other church members were also injured.

A L G E R I A

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH GOD’S PEOPLE, 
STANDING STRONG FOR HIM IN PLACES WHERE 
FOLLOWING JESUS CAN COST THE MOST

Our brothers and sisters in North Kivu province of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) continue to face 
ongoing violence by Islamic extremists. In late 2019, they 
endured a string of deadly attacks that killed a total of 
almost 50 Christians and sent thousands fleeing the area. 
Some 13 people were kidnapped, including a 16-year-old girl. 

This region in the DRC is rife with conflict fueled by 
several extremist groups supporting the expansion of 
Islam. Some groups are known to carry out atrocities, such 
as murder (including child murder), rape and abduction of 
women and children, who they often enslave and indoctrinate 
with Islamic extremism and their radical ideology. 

In Beni, one of the area’s major cities, Pastor Gilbert 
Kambale called on Christians in North Kivu and elsewhere to 
keep praying and looking up to God.

“Even as the night is long, day will surely dawn,” the 
pastor remarked, offering both encouragement and hope.

C O N G O
Persistent violence against Christians

Intensifying campaign against churches

PLEASE PRAY FOR GOD’S INTERVENTION IN THIS CONFLICT AND 
THAT OUR PERSECUTED FAMILY IN THE DRC WOULD SENSE GOD’S 
PRESENCE AND EXPERIENCE PEACE THAT TRANSCENDS THEIR 
UNDERSTANDING.

PASTOR SALAH ASKS BELIEVERS AROUND THE WORLD TO PRAY 
THAT “THESE DARK POWERS OF SATAN WILL BE CAST AWAY 
FROM ALGERIA” AND TO PRAY FOR HIM FOR “WISDOM TO KNOW 
WHAT TO SAY IN THE RIGHT TIME.”

“After we refused to go out of the worship room, they 
started beating us,” Pastor Salah says. “[In the end] they 
sealed the main door that gets to the worship room.” He 
believes they were targeted specifically because their 
congregation is mostly made up of Christians who converted 
from Islam. 

As police officers closed a second church in Tizi Ouzou, 
they made statements indicating this campaign will continue. 
One of the church’s elders overheard an officer remark: “You 
can film as much as you want and send these videos to the 
United States. Nobody can change our determination to 
close your churches.”

This area of the world has become a hotbed for Christian 
persecution, forcing more Christians underground to gather 
secretly—away from watching eyes of both neighbors and 
state authorities. Our field recently alerted us to a situation 
in which an informant reported Christian converts from 
Islam to the police. 

As a result, state TV showed the Christians’ faces and 
characterized them as “sorcerers, witches and fortune 
tellers,” calling for a fight against them for “the purity 
of the Islamic religion.” After they were shown on TV, 
police summoned these secret believers—both men and 
women—to the station where they were beaten, insulted 
and humiliated in an effort to intimidate them and get more 
information. A stun gun was used.

C E N T R A L  A S I A
Forced underground

Persecution
Watch

*Names changed for security reasons
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PRAY THEY WOULD REMAIN STRONG IN THEIR NEWFOUND 
FAITH AS PERSECUTION CONTINUES TO RISE.

PLEASE PRAY WITH FARAH AND HIS FAMILY. ASK GOD TO 
STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH AND ENCOURAGE THEM IN THE 
MIDST OF ONGOING PERSECUTION AND TRIALS. AND PRAY THAT 
GOD WOULD TRANSFORM THIS REGION AS MORE PEOPLE COME 
TO KNOW HIM, SO THAT FARAH’S FAMILY CAN SAFELY REUNITE.

In East Africa, 43-year-old Farah* is one of the few Christians 
from Somalia who has made the life-threatening choice to 
follow Jesus. As a result, this husband and father has lost 
everything—including his family and tribe. In places like East 
Africa, the consequences for leaving Islam for another faith 
are often swift and deadly. For his safety, we can’t disclose 
his real name or the country where he now lives.

Farrah has come to expect nothing but hatred from the 
people in the area where he once lived. When extremists 
were searching for him, he fled his home and family. But his 
absence didn’t keep his wife and child free from persecution. 
The community chased them from their home. Eventually, 
Farah’s wife took their five children and moved back to her 
parents’ home for safety. 

Now Farah lives alone in a house with only a few mats, 
a chair and some clothing—completely abandoned by 
the community. People he doesn’t know call to insult him. 
Attempts to find employment or even temporary jobs and 
odd jobs have been unsuccessful.

“My entire tribe has disregarded me,” he says.

E G Y P T

E A S T  A F R I C A

PRAY FOR THIS FAMILY’S CONTINUED HEALING AND FOR ALL 
CHRISTIANS IN EGYPT WHO EACH DAY LIVE WITH THE THREAT 
OF ATTACKS LIKE STABBINGS, BEATINGS, KIDNAPPINGS AND 
PROPERTY DESTRUCTION.

Egypt continues to be a country where Islamic extremists 
target Christians and the general culture often shows a 
religious bias. In their local village, a mother, Houda Hanna, 
and her two sons, 22-year-old Shenouda and 16-year-old 
Ishaq, were suddenly stabbed and beaten when a neighbor, a 
radical Muslim, attacked them while they were sitting outside. 

At first, the man hurled verbal insults: “Christians 
shouldn’t be out on the street because they are dogs.”

When Houda bravely refused to leave, the man grew irate, 
ranting that he would “kill the dog infidels,” and attacked all 
three with a knife. Shenouda spent three days in intensive 
care, while Houda and Ishaq both received stitches. Local 
police say the attack was “just a normal quarrel.” The family 
has received threats and pressure to drop the charges 
against their attacker.

8     Presence | Jan / Feb 2020

Hadija*, a mother of four and one of the Christians called 
to the police station, is the host of a secret house church. 
She has continued to experience pressure to renounce 
her faith in Jesus and inform on other believers, but has 
refused to deny Christ or betray her Christian family. 
Hadija’s circumstances represent the situation millions of 
Christian converts in Central Asia are currently facing.

Christians are ongoing targets of violence and abuse

Disowned by his tribe for converting
P
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At first glance, the issues that Open Doors USA tries to 
raise through advocacy in Washington D.C., can appear 
insurmountable. In October of 2019, Turkey launched an 
invasion into northeast Syria following the removal of U.S. 
forces from the area. As Turkish fighter jets began dropping 
bombs and Turkish tanks began moving over the border, 
questions immediately began being asked about what would 
happen to the 40,000–50,000 Christians living in northeast 
Syria. Radical militias backed by Turkish forces were known to 
deliberately target Christians. In addition, fears that thousands 
of imprisoned ISIS fighters might escape during the invasion 
seemed all too real. 

Utilizing our partners in the region, Open Doors quickly 
began working on the ground to assess the impact on 
Christian communities and provide help to those hurt worst 
by the attack. At the same time, we began using the best 
information available to provide insight to decision-makers 
in Washington. Despite the concerns of many, concrete 
information on how Christians were being affected was sparse, 
so we worked to fill that gap. 

One result of this work is that we were able to provide 
key information to the White House ahead of a trip to Turkey 
by Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo to meet with President Erdogan of Turkey on October 
17. That visit resulted in a temporary ceasefire that was 
welcomed by the Christian community in northeast Syria. 

In November, we again updated the White House and 
Senate offices ahead of a meeting between President Trump, a 
group of senators and President Erdogan to ensure the plight 
of Christians and other vulnerable communities was raised 
directly with the Turkish president. At a press conference 
held during his visit to the White House, President Erdogan 
promised to protect Christians in both Turkey and northeast 
Syria, though to what degree this promise is fulfilled remains 
to be seen.

Ultimately, we trust the Lord to guide our efforts,  
but when advocacy work is done well, it can make even  
seemingly insurmountable challenges become just a little  
less challenging. 

Open Doors USA Director of Advocacy Isaac Six speaks to congressional 
staff and NGO representatives at an event on Capitol Hill focused on the 
global use of blasphemy laws on November 21, 2019.

• Providing key information to USAID as they assessed 
ways to provide assistance to vulnerable communities 
in northeast Syria. 

• Raising the forced closure of churches across Algeria 
with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom 
of Religion or Belief. The Rapporteur agreed to contact 
the Algerian government and raise his concerns. 

• We provided considerable input to key stakeholders 
involved in the reauthorization of the U.S. Commission 
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF). The 
Commission carries out important work drawing 
attention to the worst violations of religious freedom 
around the globe. 

• We spoke at an event on Capitol Hill highlighting 
the horrible impact of blasphemy and apostasy laws 
on faith communities around the world (see photo). 
According to USCIRF, these laws have been found to 
exist in 80+ countries globally, often severely curtailing 
the rights of individuals to speak openly about faith or 
to change their beliefs. My remarks focused on cases 
in Egypt, Sudan and Nigeria, as well as possible areas 
of opportunity for advocacy in those countries.

A FEW OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 
ADVOCACY WORK INCLUDE:

TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED IN OUR 
ADVOCACY WORK AND TO SIGN UP FOR REGULAR 

UPDATES, PLEASE VISIT: 

OPENDOORSUSA.ORG/TAKE-ACTION/ADVOCACY

By Isaac Six, Open Doors USA Director of Advocacy

U P D A T E S  F R O M  C A P I T O L  H I L L

RAISING AWARENESS 
for THE PERSECUTED in 
THE HALLS OF POWER



Impact Report:
Each issue, see how your support and prayers

are changing lives around the world!

For 7-year-old Apo (short for Abraham) in Aleppo, 
Christian persecution will forever be part of his story. Six 
years ago, his father, Rober, was kidnapped by Islamic 
extremists when militants stopped a bus and singled out 
the Christians—Apo hasn’t seen his father since.

Now, he and his mother, Jina, live by themselves in a 
tiny apartment—a diff icult challenge for a young Christian 
woman and child in one of the most dangerous countries in 
the world to live as Christians. 

“It’s so hard to raise our boy alone. People tell me that I 
should try to find work, but where can I leave my son?”

But this small family’s story doesn’t end here—
because of you. Apo and Jina have connected to a local 
church in their area—one of the churches in Syria and 
Iraq that has partnered with Open Doors to open a Center 
of Hope for their communities. There, they receive food 
aid and critical financial assistance, as well as spiritual 
encouragement and education.

“Life without that help would be so diff icult,” Jina 
explains. “If the church didn’t help us, we would suff er a 
lot. Apo often asks me, ‘When will it be Friday?’” Jina says. 
“When I ask him why, he says, ‘To know about Jesus.’”

Because of the church’s provision and involvement in 
their lives, Apo and his mother are growing in their faith 
in the midst of unimaginable grief and uncertainty. Your 
support is giving this family hope again. 

Standing with Apo and his mom 

S Y R I A

Your
support provided food 

aid, � nancial assistance, 
spiritual encouragement 

and education.

When Sanna’s family came to faith after her mother 
was healed from a terminal illness, they faced severe 
persecution from their community. For two years, the 
Christian families in the village were banned from 
visiting other houses. If they did, they were fined 
10,000 rupees ($141)—the equivalent of two months’ 
salary in India. 

But your prayers and support have helped Open 
Doors local partners provide Sanna with a bike she 
can use to travel to meet with other believers. 

“This bicycle is now my partner in ministry,” 
Sanna says. “It has made my journey more 
convenient and faster. I am encouraged to attend 
more prayer services, and my spiritual life is growing 
too. Before, I rarely attended fellowship because it 
was a long distance to reach the church on foot and 
I used to get exhausted and couldn’t pay attention 
during services. I want to thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.”

Standing with Sanna

Your
support gave me a new 

bike to meet believers in 
ministry and prayer

meetings. 

I N D I A

are changing lives around the world!are changing lives around the world!

For 7-year-old Apo (short for Abraham) in Aleppo, 
Christian persecution will forever be part of his story. Six 
years ago, his father, Rober, was kidnapped by Islamic 
extremists when militants stopped a bus and singled out 
the Christians—Apo hasn’t seen his father since.

Now, he and his mother, Jina, live by themselves in a 
tiny apartment—a diff icult challenge for a young Christian 
woman and child in one of the most dangerous countries in 

“It’s so hard to raise our boy alone. People tell me that I 
should try to find work, but where can I leave my son?”

Your
support gave me a new 

bike to meet believers in 
ministry and prayer

meetings. 
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When Pastor Lukas was young, he was extremely 
rebellious despite being the son of a pastor. 

“When my father was preaching at church, he 
used me as an example of a hopeless, rebellious 
child,” Lukas remembers. 

But as he attended Christian youth camps, 
God worked in this rebellious teen’s heart. Slowly, 
he began to change, ultimately committing his life 
to follow Jesus and to allow God to work in him. 
Now he’s a pastor in Malaysia, reaching out to the 
troubled youth in his midst.

With support from Open Doors, Pastor Lukas 
gives the young people he works with Bibles in their 
own languages. “There are some, when they see the 
Bible for the first time, they kiss it,” Pastor Lukas 
shares. “They tell me that this is the first time they 
have seen a Bible.”

Because of you, Pastor Lukas is able to put the 
Word of God into the hands of youth who can’t aff ord 
a Bible. “When we give them one, they are incredibly 
grateful because they have the opportunity to know 
who Jesus is. That makes them very happy.”

Recently, Open Doors fieldworkers had the rare 
opportunity to attend a secret meeting of Christians 
who left Islam to follow Jesus. They were invited 
because the gathering happened as a result of Open 
Doors’ support in the region. 

Muktar*, the leader of this ministry, discerned 
his calling to help the Somali people many years ago 
while he was on the run from his family for leaving 
Islam. Had it not been for your support, it would have 
been diff icult to keep Muktar’s ministry going. He 
was on the verge of giving up when he connected 
with Open Doors.

“When I met Open Doors, I was exhausted 
and discouraged,” Muktar says. Your support 
has enabled Open Doors to help Muktar fund 
his ministry by starting a business and provided 
training, including the discipleship training these 
believers receive today. 

“What I love about Open Doors is that they know 
the culture and are focused,” Muktar says. “If there 
are four Somali believers, Open Doors would still go 
and serve those four. You discipled me in ministry.”Your

support supplied Bibles
in the hands of youth
who could not a� ord

one.

Your
support helped me fund

my business, and provided 
discipleship training.

Helping Pastor Lukas bring the Word to youth

Transforming Muktar’s secret ministry

M A L A Y S I A

E A S T  A F R I C A
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One of the men from the village points toward 
the hills rising up above the morning mist. 
“That’s where they come from when they 
attack,” he says. 

Dzangola is a remote Nigerian village in 
Adamawa State that rests neatly between a 
wadi that runs to the east—one must cross 
this ravine to visit the village—and endless 
rolling hills to the west. The remote location 
adds to the beauty, but it’s also what makes 
the people a vulnerable target for militant 
groups like Boko Haram.

Responsible for thousands of deaths and 
abductions in Nigeria, Boko Haram is one of 
the most infamous terror groups in the world. 
Their goal is to establish an Islamic state, 
based on their version of Islam, in an area that 
encompasses a large part of northeast Nigeria.  

In the last five years, Boko 
Haram has attacked Dzangola 
three times—once in 2014, once in 
2015 and again in 2017—each time 
leaving a trail of burning homes, 
abductions, loss and pain.  

We spent the afternoon 
with four Christian widows on a 
blazingly hot Nigerian day, right 
before torrential rains came in 
the evening—forcing us to seek 
shelter under the corrugated 
roof of the church. Each of these 
women is currently involved in the 
Open Doors trauma counseling 
program, but their needs are still 
significant and their future still 
hangs in the balance.

The Christian widows of 
Dzangola know the width and the 
depth of extreme persecution—and 
in their pain and loss, they still cling 
to Jesus. Here are their stories.

Your prayer and support are 
making a critical impact in 
Nigeria for Christians who’ve 
experienced violent trauma.

Cover Story

T R AU M A, 
H E AL I N G 

&  H O P E
for a bright future in Nigeria
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The need for trauma care and counseling in Nigeria is staggering. Due to 
religiously motivated violence, so many women are left as widows, so many 
children are left as orphans, and often families are forced to witness the 
murder or abduction of their children or loved ones—unable to escape the 
dark memories of trauma on their own.

That’s why Open Doors invests deeply in trauma care in the region. And 
on March 19, 2019, with the help of your support, Open Doors opened the 
Shalom Center, our first center entirely dedicated to trauma care in Nigeria. 
The Shalom Center is a place where people who’ve suffered various kinds of 

trauma can come for extended care and find peace.
There are many programs we provide at the Shalom Center, 

including trauma training, retreats for caregivers like pastors 
and volunteers, trauma response training, women’s clinics and 
clinics for survivors. We have security on the premises to keep 
participants safe—along with committed volunteers and trained 
counselors to run the center. 

All of the activities are focused on community and doing 
things together: having breakfast, doing devotions, attending 
training sessions, enjoying tea breaks, having meals, taking 
part in prayer time, enjoying free time and even helping clean 
up the center. 

Peter* attended one of our recent trauma response training 
sessions for pastors. At the end of the program, he said: “My 
encounter with trauma training broke me right from the first day. 
My whole traumatic timeline was right before me—all laid out. 
I was able to make sense of how trauma has affected different 
areas of my life. Suddenly, I saw the Scripture in a new light, 
clearly indicating how God understands my pain and brokenness 
and how He has been in my situation. He understands it and 
offers hope and healing. [The trauma training] led me and my 
brokenness straight to the foot of the cross, and I’m willing more 
than ever to be made whole.”  

Most participants who attended the training said that before 
the workshop, they were not aware of their personal trauma. Now 
they have been made aware and were helped toward healing.

At a recent clinic for survivors, one participant, whose little daughter was 
killed in his presence, shared: “I have been feeling numb since then. I have not 
been able to grieve and process my pains. During the program, I broke down 
and cried for the first time. That night I slept well without any bad dreams for 
the first time.”

The work at the Shalom Center is vital for the healing of Christians in 
northern Nigeria. These are just a few of the examples of trauma healing 
you’re helping provide in one of the most dangerous countries to be a 
Christian today. 

In addition to the center, our field teams hold trauma care counseling 
sessions in various villages throughout the country—places like Dzangola, 
where the four widows in these pages come from. These care and counseling 
sessions are so crucial for Christians who’ve experienced trauma in remote 

Peace in Trauma

The Shalom Center is intended to both help people 
overcome traumatic persecution, but also to equip 
and train pastors and other leaders to minister to 
traumatized believers.

Cover Story
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areas of the country where they don’t have the 
means to travel to the Shalom Center.

The Christian widows in Dzangola and the 
people who go through counseling at the Shalom 
Center know the costs of following Jesus, and they 
bear the deep wounds left by violent trauma. And 
like the passage in Hebrews 11 that talks about 
those who’ve experience extreme persecution—
“the world was not worthy of them”—these 
Christians long for their permanent home, together 
with us, when the Lord returns.

But the story isn’t over for the victims of 
persecution in Nigeria, and their future hangs in 
the balance. Widows still wrestle to pay school fees 
for their children, and finding the money to buy 
food is always a struggle without husbands to help 
carry the load. Women who were kidnapped face 
unthinkable trauma as they try to rebuild their lives 
after returning home. And in Nigeria, there is little 
to no support from others in the village because 
everyone is trying to survive.

We have a dream in which every Christian in 
Nigeria receives the critical help and support they 
need to have a full life—to follow Jesus, to love 
their neighbors and to raise their children—for the 
glory of God. 

Will you continue to stand with widows like 
Kwate, Victoria, Mariayamu, Doris—and thousands 
of other Nigerians who have been kidnapped 
or victimized by violence in Nigeria? Will you 
continue to help efforts like the Shalom Center 
and the traveling trauma care 
workshops that are helping so 
many believers stand strong?

Your prayer and support 
are critical for the future hope 
of your Christian family in 
Nigeria today.

Women prepare food in a village in northeastern Nigeria, 
an area under constant threat of attack from Boko Haram. 
Open Doors is working with communities like these to help 
with the trauma of violence, kidnapping and sexual assault.
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“My husband was killed in the first attack,” 
Kwate says.

We’re sitting with Kwate, an elderly widow, 
in the afternoon sun just outside her home. 
She has lived through all three Boko Haram 
attacks on her village. 

In the first attack, Boko Haram came at 
night, calling villagers out by name. No one 
is sure where they received the names, but 
they used this tactic to appear friendly to pull 
villagers out of their homes and expose them. 

“Before I came out, the [attackers] pushed 
my husband and locked him in the room. I 
kept shouting and screaming, and they kept 
shouting and screaming too,” Kwate says.

In the commotion, Kwate saw an 
opportunity to escape and she slipped away 
from the attackers in the darkness. She hid 
behind a woodpile. She points to the woodpile 

outside of her home, walks over and shows us how she crouched down 
to hide her face. “They looked for me and didn’t see me,” she says.

But as Kwate hid, the members of Boko Haram set her house on 
fire—with her husband inside.

Kwate walks us to the back of her property, where there’s a pile 
of burnt corrugated steel. “This was where they killed him,” she says, 
“and this is the door where they pulled him inside the room.”

Later, Kwate tells us more about her life and the struggles she 
faced from the trauma. She keeps folding her hands over one another. 
They are strong and rough from years of farming the Nigerian soil. 
When we pray together, she reaches out and holds our hands. The 
warmth is unmistakable.

“In the afternoon, I am normal and happy, but when night comes, 
and I remember what happened to my husband, I began to cry. I never 
blamed God at all. What pains me is that they burned him. They could 
have killed him so that I could see his body instead of burning him and 
leaving me with nothing to remember,” she shares through tears.

Kwate attends the Open Doors trauma counseling sessions in 
her village. “There is a woman who comes every Sunday, she will 
even come tomorrow. All the widows whose husbands were killed, 
we read the Bible and pray together. The trauma healing has really 
helped us,” she says.

As for her enemies, her husband’s killers, she takes a long pause 
and says: “I can forgive them, I have forgiven them.”

The Nigerian culture is all about survival, and Kwate’s needs 
are great—as an elderly widow, she’s doing her best to continue to 
provide for herself. “I still go to farm, and the little I get, I am feeding 
myself,” she says. “Please pray that God will help me, as I continue to 
farm and fend for myself.”

As we prepare to leave, Kwate adds one crucial thought: “Since 
God did not allow them to kill me, he spared me and is helping me. I 
will continue to praise Him.”

Kwate
“I can forgive them,

I have forgiven them.”

The Shalom Center would not have been 
possible without the faithful gifts and prayers 
of Open Doors supporters like you.
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“My husband was killed during the second attack. They came over the 
bridge. We were sitting by the door at home,” Victoria says.

Boko Haram took the village by surprise. Before Victoria and 
her husband could react, Boko Haram members surrounded them. 
The extremists, dressed in soldier’s uniforms, took her husband and 
carried him to the roadside. Victoria cried out for mercy, but they 
pushed her aside and killed her husband. All she could do was lie by 
his side and weep.

“It has been so difficult,” Victoria shares. “I am suffering with my 
children … You can’t stop remembering and feeling the pain.”

Victoria says the trauma counseling supported by Open Doors has 
been so important to her healing. “Your 
teachings are very helpful; it teaches us how 
to live, how to manage the little food we 
have and how to bring up our children,”  
she says.

However, living without a husband in 
Nigeria comes with incredible challenges. 
“The pain of the heart cannot leave just 
like that. Sometimes you just remember all 
the tragic events—and when things are not 
coming in for food or school fees, I feel pain,” 
she adds.

But Victoria’s hope remains steadfast in 
the Lord. She looks up, pauses and says she 
gets all her strength from God. “I believe if I 
commit and submit to God, He will help me 
in all I do.”

“When they came, we ran for our lives,”  
Doris says. 

Both Doris and her husband ran toward 
the bush, but her husband took a different 
route. Doris called to him, “Follow me, this 
way!” she yelled. Moments later, she heard the 
gunshot that killed her husband. 

“When they shot him, he fell to the ground, 
he rolled twice and struggled before he gave 
up,” she says. 

Doris had to keep running for her life. 
She never saw her husband again. Later, she 
heard that some of the villagers had buried 
him. “He has a grave, he was buried right 
there in the bush,” she says and looks toward 
the rocks on the outskirts of the village. “I 
don’t know the exact place.”

They killed him in the third attack. “I 
was so bitter. I lost my mind … If I tell you I 
can forget this pain, I am lying to you. It’s 
something that I can’t forget,” Doris adds.

It’s a long journey to find healing from 
such a traumatic event, but Doris says, “When 
I am in the [trauma care] class, the teaching is 
so encouraging and I feel strengthened.”

Victoria
“I believe if I commit 
and submit to God, 

He will help me  
in all I do.”

Cover Story

“When I am in the [trauma care] 
class, the teaching is so encouraging 

and I feel strengthened.”
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“I have no husband,” Mariayamu says. “That thought alone has 
traumatized me. I can cry the whole day.”

When Boko Haram attacked, Mariayamu’s husband told her to 
take the kids and escape to the bush while he stayed behind. Due to 
a physical condition, he wasn’t able to run with them. “We passed the 
night in the bush and returned the following morning, only to find out 
that he was killed,” Mariayamu says.

The next morning, Mariayamu snuck back into the village with a 
few young men to find her husband. They took his remains, buried 
him and then she returned to the bush with her children.  

“We had to stay in the bush for another seven days,” Mariayamu 
says, “shifting our tent closer to the village day after day for seven 
days.” Eventually, it was deemed safe to return to the village, and 
Mariayamu started the long journey of healing and recovery.

When asked why Boko Haram is so intent on killing, Mariayamu 
says, “To me, the devil has taken hold of them and they have totally 
given into his leadership.”

She, too, received trauma counseling from Open Doors. It’s 
through the trauma counseling she found hope again. “I realized that 
crying all day is not the solution or the way forward. The teaching has 
brought comfort to me,” Mariayamu shares.

Mariayamu still faithfully follows the Lord and trusts Him to 
provide for her children. “Jesus is my Savior. He has the ability to save 
me from any calamity,” she adds. 

Mariayamu

“Jesus is my Savior. 
He has the ability to 

save me from any 
calamity.”

The village of Dzangola 
is part of an integrated 
program Open Doors 

initiated in 10 Nigerian 
communities affected by 
Boko Haram and other 
violence—to help them 

rebuild their homes and 
lives through:

• Discipleship training: Advocacy, 
books, leadership training, 
persecution preparedness, and 
youth and children’s events 

• Trauma healing: Trauma 
counseling training and trauma 
support groups 

• Income-generating projects: 
Vocational and skills training, 
as well as business grants to 
vulnerable youth and children 

• Life-giving services: Clean water 
wells, restoring schools, clinics, 
churches and homes

“I realized that crying all day is not the solution 
or the way forward. The teaching has brought 

comfort to me.”
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Farid* is an Algerian believer who met 
Christ when he saw the prayers of a 
Christian friend answered. Soon after 
Farid’s conversion, his brothers and 
cousins went to the Muslim leaders in 
their community. The leaders pressured 
Farid, saying, “Return to Islam or we will 
kick you out of the village!”

“But their pressure didn’t work,” Farid 
says. So, he planted a church anyway. 

This infuriated the leaders. The very 
influence they were trying to stifle was 
spreading instead. 

“I brought some gospels to the 
village,” Farid remembers. “We started 
with a group of five or six converts in 
small, secret gatherings. As soon as 
we were discovered in one location, we 
moved again—to a house, a grove of 
olive trees or even a graveyard.”  

The gatherings grew in secret. 
“At that time, there were less than 
1,000 believers in the country,” Farid 
recalls. “Now, there are at least 35,000 
Christians in Algeria—and those are just 
the ones we can see.” 

Believers in Algeria are resisting 
pressure to keep their faith secret. 
“Women suffer in their homes, often 
beaten by their Islamic husbands 
because of their faith,” Farid says. 
“Employers threaten to fire employees 
who leave Islam. Interrogations with the 
authorities are happening again and 
again. This is meant to frustrate the work 
of the church.” 

But Algerian believers are not staying 
silent. They are enduring the suffering 

together—and they are telling others 
that Jesus is worth it all. 

Though there is secret persecution, 
there is also an invisible church. They are 
sparking a secret and invisible revival.

The global Church has experienced an 
unprecedented level of persecution 
throughout the past two decades. In 
2020, this staggering trend is not likely 
to reverse. Hundreds of millions of 
Christians live in places where they risk 
violent attacks, pressure to recant, job 
loss, arrest and sometimes death for 
their choice to follow Jesus.

But as persecution rises, faith in Jesus 
often grows in size and strength.

Open Doors’ 2020 World Watch 
List indicates persecution will continue 
to rise in frequency and intensity for 
the foreseeable future. For this reason, 
Christians around the world must rise to 
the challenge of following Jesus—and 
leading others to follow Him—though the 
cost is higher than ever. 

The Pew Research Center has 
reported that Christianity is spreading 
rapidly in the Middle East and sub-
Saharan Africa, both regions that rank 
high on the World Watch List. In contrast, 
places with little to no persecution, such 
as North America, are seeing a decline in 
the Christian population. 

One might think persecution would 
discourage people from choosing Jesus. 
But these trends indicate persecution 
is actually motivating evangelism rather 

than destroying it. 
This new reality positions the 

persecuted church as the central driver 
of global evangelism for the modern era.

But how can a movement spread when 
its message can’t be shared openly? 
Christians in these settings can’t use 
flyers on bulletin boards or post events 
on Facebook. Fundraisers and press 
releases can’t help get the word out, 
either. Persecuted believers are forced to 
use creative means to share the gospel, 
have spiritual conversations with friends 
and invite others to church gatherings. 

For their protection, we can’t share 
all the ways Christians around the 
world share Jesus where it is illegal to 
do so. But we can be encouraged that 
persecuted believers are actively inviting 
others into underground networks of 
faith. On many occasions, the believers’ 
perseverance through persecution is the 
very thing that draws others to Jesus.

In Ethiopia—a country where it is not 
explicitly illegal to share one’s faith—
three young women began to apply 
what they had learned in an Open Doors 
evangelism training. 

By Rebecca Reynolds

How God is using the oppression of 
His people to spread the gospel

When 
persecution 

sparks revival

Growth in the suffering

Faith behind bars

*Names changed for security reasons
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An Open Doors team member sits with 
a child in a Nigerian state located in 
northeastern Nigeria. 

Features

Revealed through suffering

Eden* is one of the young women 
who shared the gospel with friends in her 
community. But when a Muslim leader 
found some of the evangelistic material 
she had distributed, they summoned her 
to the police station. 

Their interrogations became more 
and more hostile. The police officers 
threatened her with a long sentence 
unless she revealed the identities of her 
friends. As a result, police immediately 
arrested Deborah, Mihret and Gifti under 
false charges—though all of them were 
underage at the time.

They spent three months together 
in prison. “We had an amazing time of 
prayer, fasting, Bible study and song,” 
Gifti says.

While God kept their faith intact in prison, 
He multiplied it, too. 

The young women talked with the 
other prisoners. Many of them felt their 
lives were without hope. So Deborah 
“asked everyone who visited us to bring 
a Bible with them. We gave the Bibles to 
other prisoners. Fourteen people heard 
the gospel. All of them gladly received 
the Bibles.” 

Four people were particularly encouraged by the girls’ joy in prison and 
the hope they shared, even while facing unjust charges at a young age. 
When these other prisoners learned that Jesus is the source of the girls’ 
joy and hope, these other people eagerly accepted Him. 

“This made our stay in jail amazing,” Deborah says, excitedly. “We 
thank everyone who prayed for us while we were in prison.” 

Since their release, all four girls relocated because it was too 
dangerous to remain in their hometown. Still, they saw this as an 
opportunity to keep sharing their faith and hope found in Jesus.

“As Christians, we should expect persecution,” they say now. Just as God 
used their arrest, imprisonment and relocation to draw others to Himself, He 
is using that suffering to reveal Himself to people all around the world. 

The persecuted church is demonstrating that Jesus is worth suffering 
for. That testimony, powered by the Holy Spirit, is enough to spread the 
light of Jesus through the world’s darkest places.

The essential role of the persecuted church isn’t just to start a revival 
under pressure: They are choosing to sustain the revival, too. 

It’s not an easy choice. Vuong* lost everything when he became a 
Christian in rural Vietnam: His job was taken away and his reputation in 
the community was ruined. His neighbors attacked his family and burned 
their house to the ground—just because they didn’t want a Christian to 
remain in their village. 

But he didn’t leave. For several years, he chose to stay. He chose 
to keep standing against the ever-intensifying threats inflicted on him, 
despite the risk to his life. “I thought if I stayed, I could share the gospel to 

others,” he says. 
Vuong said he endured as long as 

possible, sharing his faith with people in 
his community, even as they attacked him. 
“Some people actually agreed with me 
that Jesus is good—that my faith is good, 
and not bad,” he says. “So, the people who 
believed also wanted me to stay.”

Though the violence eventually forced 
Vuong into another village, he didn’t stop 
standing up for Jesus. He enrolled in a 
theological training course provided by 
Open Doors. This Bible school aims to 
equip and disciple tribal believers like 
Vuong so they can be a witness for Christ 
in their villages. 

“I would like to encourage others … to 
study faithfully and apply the lessons in 
their lives,” he shares. “I have a dream that 
one day, many people in my village will 
become Christians. I hope, some day, there 
will be a church in that village.” 

Believers like Vuong are sustaining the 
growth of the secret church by choosing to 
stay under persecution, standing strong in 
their faith through suffering and sharing the 
hope they have in the midst of it.

To stay, to stand and to share
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Sustaining growth in the persecuted church means every 
generation of faith must continue to choose suffering for the 
sake of Christ. As a new generation of young believers join 
the ranks in the 2020s, persecution intensifies in more places, 
affecting more people. 

At this pace, the children and young adults of the 
persecuted church will endure more suffering for their faith 
than any generation before them. The time to equip them to 
lead under pressure is now. 

Open Doors is actively working to build a new generation of 
church leadership in the world’s darkest places. One of those 
leaders is Hamid,* a young Christian living in the Middle East.

When Hamid’s father was threatened with death for his 
evangelistic work in Iran, his family had to make a choice: 
escape Iran or face death. 

Hamid was devastated to leave his community. “Most of 
all, I remember the youth group we had in Iran,” he says. “My 
friends and I always had a lot of fun there, playing soccer in the 
church yard. But we also learned a lot about faith. When I have 
to remember a Bible story now, I can remember the lessons 
I had as a teenager in Sunday school. And we always had 
someone to pray for us there.” 

Hamid’s family escaped on one condition: They would 
remain faithful to the work of Jesus in Iran, even from afar. 
Today, Hamid is a youth pastor to believers in his home 

That’s why Hamid is working to meet them where they are—
online—to build their faith from afar. 

Open Doors is working through partners like Hamid to 
produce Bible study curriculum specifically for youth practicing 
their faith in Iran. He counsels them in their walks with Christ 
and teaches them, from his own experience, how to safely 
practice their faith through persecution. 

“I want them to become strong believers who can play their 
[essential] role in the church,” Hamid says. “I encourage them 
to visit a house church. They are hungry for the Word, and we 
want to feed them.” 

Hamid also participates in a devotional podcast that youth 
can download and listen to at any time. “One boy told me he 
listens while working out in the gym,” he describes. “Others 
listen to it on the bus to school. So, we are discipling a lot of 
youth without anyone noticing.” 

The most rewarding thing about Hamid’s work is seeing 
growth. “It’s such a blessing to see the Lord using me as a 
vessel to bless them,” he says. “Sometimes I get a message 
from a youth who was encouraged by the work. I am seeing 
that they are happy to pay the price [to follow Jesus].” 

Creative methods like these are essential for reaching a 
new generation of church leadership through underground 
networks. This generation is learning to practice and share 
their faith both online and offline. 

And their influence is expanding. One church leader 
from Iran says: “Our country is experiencing revival through 
underground networks. There is nothing the government can 
do to stop it.”

country, ministering to them through online 
networks. 

It’s a necessary new method for the Iranian 
church. Youth groups like Hamid’s are now 
uncommon due to strong enforcement against 
evangelism, especially toward young people.  
Believers meet together in house churches 
disguised as dinner parties, but there are often 
few, if any, young believers present. 

Some youth feel excluded, discouraging 
them from continuing to attend church 
gatherings. The pressure intensifies at school, 
where they are obligated to learn about 

the Quran and apply strict Muslim teaching. Many young 
believers have been expelled from their schools for practicing 
Christianity openly.

New era, new methods

Happy to pay the price

“Open Doors is actively working 
to build a new generation  
of church leadership in the 

world’s darkest places.”
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Persecution is expanding, too—but the Church is rising in 
response. 

The 2020s are likely to become the most persecuted era 
in church history. That’s why it has never been more essential 
for the American church to proactively equip the persecuted 
church to meet the challenge. This is the heart and mission of 
Open Doors.

Farid, the church leader in Algeria, emphasized how critical 
the support of Open Doors is to his ministry. “You have a great 
quality that I never saw with others: your fidelity,” he says. “You 
fulfill all your promises. For me, you feel like a family. You’re 
supporting us as a family and the Church in general.”

That support takes many different forms:

• In Algeria, it’s training people like Farid to teach 
Scripture and disciple new church leadership. 

• In Ethiopia, it’s providing Bibles that believers like 
Deborah gave to her fellow inmates.

• In Vietnam, it’s empowering Christians to remain 
through emergency relief and economic development.

• In Iran, it’s equipping remote leaders like Hamid with 
the equipment and resources needed to reach young 
people through underground networks. 

Open Doors is on the ground in more than 60 countries, 
strengthening suffering believers to stand strong for the 

gospel, through Bible and literature distribution, church 
leadership development, vocational training, emergency 
relief, trauma counseling and more. Wherever their needs 
are greatest, Open Doors partners are providing vital aid 
that empowers the Church and furthers evangelism in the 
world’s darkest places.

As believers all over the world witness God at work, they 
are inviting the American church to be a part of it. Continue 
your support today by visiting OpenDoorsUSA.org/donate.

Features

As the persecuted church steps to the frontlines of global 
evangelism, the American church has a responsibility to 
stand behind them. Without our prayers and support, they 
cannot withstand the constant pressure to stop practicing 
their faith.

“Your spiritual support is formidable, especially all those 
people who are praying for us,” Farid says. “It makes me 
proud to know that when I am in the battlefield, there are 
people behind us. Knowing that makes us strong.”

Though the suffering that so many millions of Christians 
endure is often devastating, God is using for good what 
was intended for evil. He is working through persecution to 
deepen faith and draw the nations to Himself. 

Unprecedented persecution is sparking unprecedented 
revival. In this decade and beyond, that’s something to be 
hopeful about.

‘That makes us strong’

Church rising
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HOW DO YOU SERVE THE 
PERSECUTED CHURCH 
THROUGH OPEN DOORS?

HOW DO YOU SERVE THE 
PERSECUTED CHURCH 
THROUGH OPEN DOORS?

WHAT’S ONE PIECE OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT YOU’D 
OFFER TO OTHERS ABOUT 
HELPING THE PERSECUTED 
CHURCH?

WHAT’S ONE PIECE OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT YOU’D 
OFFER TO OTHERS ABOUT 
HELPING THE PERSECUTED 
CHURCH?I have volunteered at Open 

Doors at the Santa Ana, 
California, headquarters for 
the last 11 years in the area of 
their letter-writing campaigns. 
I receive the letters of 
encouragement for persecuted 
Christians, process the letters 
and send them off to Open 
Doors stations for personal 
distribution to the individual 
Christians all over the world. I 
have contact with many devoted 
staff members who work with 
me in providing information for 
the campaigns.

Through prayer, advocacy, 
events and giving. We 
always have a story from our 
persecuted family on our church 
bulletin. We have an Open 
Doors table of literature in the 
church sanctuary. As I read 
stories of persecution, I post 
on social media or email other 
pastors. We participate in IDOP 
with a service focused on our 
persecuted family.

Wherever I go, I try to bring 
the awareness of the suffering 
church to others. Because I 
volunteer at Open Doors, it is 
an excellent opening when I am 
asked what I do. I will give people 
information and let them know 
how they can help in prayer, 
letter writing and donations. 

Jesus only has one Church. 
There isn’t a “free” church and 
a “persecuted” church. That 
means we are all the persecuted 
church. “Remember those in 
prison as if there yourself ... 
remember those mistreated 
as if feeling it in your own 
body” (Hebrews 13:3 NLT). Our 
persecuted family is the closest 
thing we have today to the first 
Church that we read about in the 
Book of Acts. As we pray and 
support our persecuted family 
today, we’ll find a new relevance 
and application for God’s Word 
in our daily lives.

WHEN DID YOU FIRST 
BECOME AWARE OF THE 
PROBLEM OF PERSECUTION 
AGAINST CHRISTIANS?

WHAT IS A STORY THAT HAS 
STUCK WITH YOU ABOUT THE 
PERSECUTED CHURCH? WHAT’S A PLACE YOU HAVE 

A HEART FOR?

I first became aware of 
persecuted Christians in 1993  
on a mission trip to Albania 
with my wife and church team 
to provide medical equipment 
and other needed supplies 
for a town and its hospital. 
Christianity was illegal, and all 
churches were closed for 50 
years under the communist 
government. Years later, a friend 
and member of Good Shepherd 
Church, Leslie Alexander, 
introduced us to Open Doors’ 
ministry. As soon as I retired, 
I knew in my heart that Open 
Doors was one of the places I 
wanted to volunteer my time. 

On a trip to Egypt, I was told of 
Christian persecution there by 
our Christian Egyptian guide. 
Our church has brought this 
guide, Emad, and his wife and 
family to America because they 
were experiencing persecution 
and are now enjoying the 

Christian freedom here that they 
wanted their children to have.

TELL US A LITTLE BIT 
ABOUT YOURSELF.

TELL US A LITTLE BIT 
ABOUT YOURSELF.

Ken Purucker 
Connector

Kevin 
McMahan
Connector

Kevin McMahan 
Arkansas

Ken Purucker, California

WHEN DID YOU FIRST 
BECOME AWARE OF 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS?

I am an active 82-year-old 
retired dentist from Long Beach, 
California. Early in our marriage, 
God gave my wife, Anne, and I a 
passion for world missions. We 
have served God in short-term 
missions in Albania, Belgium, 
Mexico, Alaska and Gleanings 
for the Hungry in Dinuba, 
California. I have served in Haiti, 
short-term, for the last five years 
as a dentist.

I’m the pastor of the 
nondenominational Journey 
Church in North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. I am a bi-vocational 
pastor, being the minority 
partner in a consulting business 
that works in affordable 
multifamily housing. I love 
improving housing conditions 
for low-income residents.

In the summer of 2010, an 
email came across my screen 
that spoke of churches being 
burned in Kenya. I sat at my 
desk, fingers on the keyboard, 
and cried. I had no idea. The 
following Sunday, I asked 
my pastor if he was aware; 
he invited me to speak to 
our church about this event 
in Kenya. I read the article 
to the church that Sunday, 
through constant weeping. 
We had visitors at church that 
Sunday who mentioned Open 
Doors and Brother Andrew 
to me; I knew neither. But 
soon thereafter, I went to the 
Open Doors office in Santa 
Ana to attend training to be a 
volunteer. And now I continue 
to be a Connector.

The first place that God broke 
my heart for was Eritrea. I 
still have a “Pray for Eritrea” 
wristband that I never take off 
and have been wearing for over 
nine years. Something about the 

closing of the evangelical church 
and the brutality of the metal 
shipping container prisons stuck 
with me, I think.
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Being able to celebrate Jesus’ 
Resurrection with fellow 
believers, whether in a church 
or a non-church setting. 

On Sunday, they will hang a 
white scarf on the cross and we 
dress up nice and we will go to a 
restaurant to have a fancy lunch 
with friends and family. 

For me, Easter is a time to cook 
extra rice and chicken stew and 
expect many guests at home. In 
church, chocolates sometimes 
go around.

The use of Easter lilies and the 
connection to the passage in 
the Bible about the lilies  
of the field who toil not, nor  
do they spin. 

Singing the hymns, “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today” and “Low 
in the Grave He Lay.” 

Coloring eggs. 

I always look forward to rest 
and restoration during Easter. 
The time preceding Easter is 
usually extremely busy, but 
during Easter we get to take a 
breather and be physically and 
spiritually restored. It comes 
during autumn in my neck of 
the woods, so there are many 
beautiful scenes in nature that 
remind me of the Creator who 
came down to dwell among men 
and die for them. 

By reading the gospel starting 
six weeks out so that I finish 
the book of John on Easter 
Day. It hits home reading what 
happened that day a couple 
thousand years ago.

Church! Which is every Sunday 
morning, but Easter Sunday is 
extra special!

I decorate my house with 
flowers, eggs and Easter 
bunnies because it reminds me 
of what Spring brings: “New 
life”—our new life in Jesus! 

I loved dressing up my little 
boys in matching Easter outfits. 
My sons are young men now, so 
alas, no more matching outfits 
on Easter!

When we meet, we greet each 
other with one person stating, 
“Christ is risen” and the others 
call in choir, “He is truly risen.” 

Every year, my mom would 
buy each of us a large, solid 
chocolate Easter bunny. My 
brother would always start by 
biting the ears off while I chose 
to savor mine, slowly licking 
away at it as I watched TV in the 
evenings. My sister, the ever-
cautious middle child, would 
still be working on her bunny 
three to four months after 
Easter—such discipline! It was a 
wonderful tradition that we look 
forward to every year. My favorite Easter tradition is 

the Holy Week church tradition; 
the dramatization of the events 
of that week.

Danny*
believer from Malaysia

Julie Smith

Bryan Howard

Jeanie Ralphs 
Ministry Advancement Sr. 
Program Assistant, Open 
Doors USA

Sally Rae 
Sr. Executive Assistant to 
the CEO, Open Doors USA

A Christian from the 
Arabian Peninsula

Nour Nassar
a believer in Syria

An Open Doors 
fieldworker in  
Central Africa

Tina Chittom

Cindy Barber

Donna Smith

An Open Doors 
fieldworker for Africa

Malissa McCrary 
Sr. Director of HR,  
Open Doors USA

Majida Ibrahim 
a believer in the Palestinian 
territories

1 Question

During the Easter period we buy 
gifts, cook food and share it with 
people in order to show them the 
love that Christ demonstrated 
by giving up His only Son for 
our sins. There is no greater love 
than giving, so we decided to 
give the little we have as a family 
to people around.

An Open Doors  
worker in Nigeria

WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVORITE EASTER 
TRADITION?

My favorite is at the end of the 
church, the pastor says three 
times, “Jesus is risen”; we reply, 
“Indeed, He is risen.” We then 
shout, “Hallelujah.”

My favorite Easter tradition is 
the Easter egg hunt! 

Ruba Nsier 
a believer in Syria

Kris Jensen 
IT Director, Open Doors USA Remembering sunrise service 

and the whole family going to 
church to praise, thank and 
worship our Lord and Risen 
Savior.

There’s extra sleeping time. It 
is also the only day apart from 
Christmas when we get to eat 
chicken without having to ask 
for it.

The best is the food my mom 
makes—a table filled with 
special food. Because this 
needs so much preparation 
time, she only does it for Easter 
and Christmas. 

David A. Nickey

A young believer  
in Kenya

Fadi Mahanna 
a believer in Syria
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As I sat in a church sanctuary in 
Beijing, I noticed the cameras. 

They were just over my shoulder—their 
cold lenses recording my every move. I 
knew in churches like this one all over 
China, these cameras were silently 
watching. They could be in the back 
of the sanctuary, the pulpit, above 
the congregation—wherever was best 
to see and note each person there to 
worship Jesus.

On my recent trip to China, I saw 
hundreds of cameras on a simple stroll 
around Beijing. I wasn’t surprised 
to read a report that China has 200 
million public cameras (CCTVs)—and 
that it’s possible there may be over 2 
billion CCTVs on the streets in the next 
few years.  

You might be wondering: Why is 
China monitoring its people—and its 
churches? And why might Christians 
have something to fear from this 
constant surveillance?

This is why.

A vast network
of control

China is No. 23 on the 2020 
World Watch List. Its score 
on the list has risen steadily 
over the last five years, 
contributing to its high rank; it 
was No. 43 on the list just two 
years ago. The government’s 
tightening on the Christian 
community—an estimated 
97 million people—is real and 
happening right now. 

Every once in a while, the 
Chinese government will 
arrest some pastors, or 
shut down churches, or do 
something aggressive like 
take down crosses from 
steeples. But more often, 
the way they squeeze the 
church is quieter and perhaps 
deadlier. Their primary fear 
is that Christians who follow 
Jesus have a bigger allegiance 
than the Communist Party—
and they want to squeeze the 
life out of that allegiance. 

There are other things 
happening in China that 

suggest the surveillance 
in churches could be just 
the beginning. China has 
developed an incredibly 
technologically advanced 
system to help them keep 
tabs on Chinese citizens 
they deem a threat to the 
state. Their facial recognition 
software means they can 
use their CCTV network 
to pinpoint and identify 
individuals—and there were 
recent reports of China 

ON A RECENT TRIP TO CHINA, I FOUND MYSELF WONDERING: WHAT WOULD IT BE 
LIKE TO WORSHIP JESUS IN A PLACE WHERE EVERY MOVE MIGHT BE WATCHED?

Connections

Faith under 
the cameras

By David Curry,
CEO of Open Doors USA



March / April 2020 | Presence     25 

A vast network of control
There are increasingly signs that is the case. Recently, an Open 
Doors team met with some church leaders in central China—
within 24 hours of their leaving home, the leaders’ families 
had called to warn them that police had been looking for the 
pastors, wondering where they were and why they weren’t 
responding to calls. 

Other pastors who are well-known or who have known links to 
the West are monitored. All Christians know to be careful of 
what they say on Chinese social media because they know it’s 
being monitored. Children are forbidden from attending church 
under the age of 18. The Bible is no longer available online. And 
the list goes on. 

As I sat in that church in Beijing and sang worship songs under 
the camera, I thought about the millions of people who follow 
Jesus like this every day. If I had to worship in a place where I 
knew, at any time, I could be monitored and singled out because 
my faith in Jesus meant I didn’t kneel to the state … how would 
that impact my faith?

How would it impact yours? It’s something that should guide our 
prayers as we think about God’s people, living and worshiping 
in China. I hope you’ll join me in praying for and supporting our 
sisters and brothers in China in 2020 and beyond. 

requiring all cell phone operators to collect more face scans, 
which, of course, the government would have access to. 

Then there’s the social credit system, first introduced in 2014 
and planned to be fully in place in the coming years. The credit 
system tracks individuals and assigns them a “score,” based 
on if the government and other citizens approve of them and 
trust them. That score can then determine how and if Chinese 
citizens are able to travel, whether they can be approved for 
loans and more.

And perhaps most chillingly, the Chinese government has 
already shown what it looks like when they decide a religion is 
a threat. The government has maintained a notorious series of 
“re-education camps” of Chinese Muslims in northwest China. 
Many of these camps are little more than brutal detention 
camps dedicated to eliminating the culture—and religion—of 
the Muslims there.

It doesn’t take a big leap of imagination to see how this vast 
network of surveillance and control could be used against 
Christians. After all, Christians are followers of Jesus, and He 
doesn’t fit nicely with a government that requires allegiance to 
a communist state above everything. So, what if they decide 
Jesus followers are a threat?

David Curry sits in a registered church in Beijing, China,  
as a surveillance camera in the background monitors everything 
happening in the church.

Connections
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God’s Word is so powerful. Supporting persecuted Christians by 
providing them with their own copy of God’s Word—along with 
the teaching to read it—is a humbling and beautiful task. 

Whenever I think I might be in danger of taking the Bible for 
granted, I remember a small schoolhouse in northern Nigeria.

The challenges in Nigeria are significant. Many people 
in remote villages never learned how to read because they 
couldn’t afford the school fees, they didn’t have means to travel 
or, for some, they had to spend all their time working to help 
provide for their family, which left no room for classes. 

Open Doors provides literacy classes for many villages 
across Nigeria. These classes open up another world of 
possibilities, but more than anything, they give access to God’s 
Word to Christians who’ve never read it for themselves.   

I visited one of these literacy classes and pulled one of the 
students aside to hear his story. His name is Madeng. He’s a 
young teenager wearing a blue soccer jersey in the back of the 
class. He’s timid, often looking down as he speaks, and as you 
can see here, his smile is bright.

When Madeng started the Open Doors literacy class, just 
four months ago, he couldn’t read or write. He says he felt 
insignificant, and his friends from other villages looked down on 
him—and, of course, it was a struggle to communicate. 

Today, after only months of literacy training, Madeng can 
read. “I did not know how to read the Bible, but now I have been 
taught how to read my Bible, and it has been a great help to 
me,” Madeng says. 

We ask Madeng to pull out his Bible and read for us. He’s 
nervous but assures us he wants to share his new skill. He turns 
to Proverbs 3:5–6 and reads with conviction and poise—as if 
he’s been doing this his entire life.

When Madeng finishes, he closes his Bible and looks 
up with his full, contagious smile. There’s great pride and 
accomplishment in this reading—it’s a special moment. Just 
months ago, Madeng could hold his Bible but never understand 
it. Today, God’s Word is coming alive in his very hands. “I enjoy 
reading, and I feel excited I can read. By God’s grace, I will also 
teach others,” Madeng shares. 

Today, remember that access to God’s Word is a privilege 
and a treasure. I encourage you to renew your delight in the 
Scriptures. Read it like you’re picking it up for the first time. 
Just like Madeng.

Devotional

“Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding, in 
all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make your 
path straight.”
— Proverbs 3:5-6

Connections

Open Doors provides literacy classes  
for many villages across Nigeria. These classes 

open up another world of possibilities,  
but more than anything, they give access  

to God’s Word to Christians like Madeng who’ve 
never read it for themselves.

Your generosity helps  
us help others.

When the Bible Comes Alive
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Free Download in the Apple or Android store
ODUSA.ORG/PRAYERAPP

Introducing the
Pray for the
Persecuted 
Church 
Prayer App
from Open Doors.
Connect to the Persecuted Church 
instantly at your fingertips.

With one click, you can respond to and 
share the prayer requests through your 
social media, email, or text.

Pray for your brothers and sisters today.

Download Now



28     Presence | March / April 2020


