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Welcome to Open Doors USA 
Thank you for becoming a part of a growing network of passionate volunteers and servants who desire 
to help connect the persecuted church to the American church. Our goal is to make the persecuted 
church unavoidable in the American church, and you are a vital part of that. 
 
This manual includes information and reference materials to guide you in your service to our persecuted 
family and Open Doors. As you read, you will find that this is a building block for success as you 
undertake this important role. Please print out this document or save it on your computer, so you can 
refer to it in the future. 
 
Thanks again for joining us in this important service to the Kingdom. May God bless you in this role! 
 

Strengthening What Remains, 
Open Doors Mobilization Team 
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About Open Doors 
For over 60 years, Open Doors has worked in the world's most oppressive countries, empowering 
Christians who are persecuted for their beliefs. Open Doors equips persecuted Christians in more than 
60 countries through programs like Bible & Gospel Development, Women & Children Advancement and 
Christian Community Restoration. 

Our ministry was launched by a courageous Christian man from the Netherlands named Brother 
Andrew. Many people best know Brother Andrew from his most well-known book, God’s 
Smuggler, which tells stories of his secret missions to smuggle Bibles into hostile regions. 

Brother Andrew took great risks to sneak the Gospel into communist countries during the height of the 
Cold War. He did so with a sense of adventure, believing that his faith in Jesus was worth every danger 
he faced. 

Today, although the world has changed, Christians are still persecuted and, in some communities, 
continue to be forced underground. Like Brother Andrew, Open Doors team members still take on risks 
to resource these Christians living in hostile regions and to continually work against persecution 
wherever it exists. 

We spend time getting to know persecuted believers on the ground, in their communities, and we are 
often inspired by the strength of their faith in the midst of great hardship. We believe that they, along 
with our team of staff and supporters like you, will be the Brother Andrews of this generation. 

We want our persecuted family to know they are not alone and that the worldwide church stands with 
them.   

Why We Serve 

Today, just like in the Book of Acts, Christians are persecuted all around the world for following Jesus. 
245 million Christians experience high levels of persecution.  This represents 1 in 9 Christians. The Pew 
Institute tells us that 75 percent of the world’s population lives in areas with severe religious restrictions 
and many of these people are Christians. 

Every month: 

• 345 Christians are killed for faith related reasons 
• 105 churches and Christian buildings are burned or attacked 
• 219 Christians are detained without trial, arrested, sentenced and imprisoned 

Our brothers and sisters need to know they are not alone and that we stand beside them. That’s why we 
work through local partners to equip the church to be the church in the most dangerous places. 

Continue to remember those who in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and 
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. Hebrews 13:3 
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What We Do 

Open Doors supports persecuted Christians with: 

• Prayer and support 
• Bible distribution 
• Medical relief 
• Safe houses 
• Discipleship 
• Food relief 
• Trauma counseling 
• Rebuilding homes and churches 

And a host of other ways so they know they are not forgotten and can stand strong to serve their 
communities. 

Our Focus is the Persecuted Church 

We are field driven and often work with secret Christians.  Because of that we aren’t a missionary 
sending organization, and we don’t serve through missions trips. We focus on assisting Christian who 
live in areas of persecution to stay in their homelands so they can bring the light of Jesus to their 
neighbors and friends. 

In addition to our field operations, we serve our persecuted family through over 20 development offices 
throughout the world. Open Doors USA is an example of one of these offices. Through our development 
offices we: 

• Share about persecution in our respective countries 
• Encourage pray 
• Advocate for the persecuted 
• Raise funds to support the efforts on the front lines 

Our Core Values 

In 2007, the Founders of Open Doors put in writing the core values of the ministry. It has been referred 
to as the DNA of the ministry and what makes us unique. Below you will find Scripture and testimonials 
for each core value that helps to paint the full picture of how Open Doors lives out these values. 

1. We are the part of the body of Christ, a people to people people 
 

1 Corinthians 12:26  
"When one part suffers, every part suffers with it" 
 
History Highlight: 

During Brother Andrew’s first trip behind the Iron Curtain in July 1955, he met with the 
Christians in a small church in Poland. They told him that being there meant more than 10 
sermons.  
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June 18, 1981, one million Bibles were delivered in one night to China under the name Project 
Pear. It would have been easier to drop the Bibles from the air, but because we are "people to 
people,” we delivered them in person. 

 
Volunteer Impact: 

Embracing our value of "people to people" is essential here in the States, which makes your 
presence as a volunteer within your church or community so important.  

 
2. We are persecuted church driven 
 
Philippians 1:3-11 
"I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for 
me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. God can testify how I long 
for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you bay be able to discern what is best and may be 
pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ - to the glory and praise of God." 
 
History Highlight: 

In order to continue training and delivering Bibles to believers who were starving and living in 
terrible conditions, Open Doors launches it’s first-ever relief project in 1998 to fly in food and 
supplies to southern Sudan.  We called it Project Loving Kindness. 

 
Volunteer Impact: 

As a volunteer, when you join us in strengthening the persecuted Church, whether through 
prayer, sharing their stories, or giving, you are helping them continue to fight the battle. As 
Brother Andrew said, "We are here because of them. They will continue the battle because of 
us."  
 

3. We are people of the Bible 
 
Joshua 1:8 
"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it." 
 
History Highlight:  

Brother Andrew says, "We in Open Doors are totally dedicated to getting the Word of God into 
the country, in their language and then letting God speak."  
 
Persecuted Christians, like Helen Berhane, are willing to be beaten, imprisoned and killed for 
possessing God's Word. Helen was imprisoned in Eritrea and while in prison did her part to 
encourage fellow prisoners with Scripture. The guards tried to beat the words out of her when 
they learned she had it memorized. Watch her story here.   
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Volunteer Impact: 
As you hear and share the stories of how our brothers and sisters in persecution value the Word 
of God, we pray that you cannot help but become challenged to do the same. 

 
4. We are people of prayer 
 
James 5:13 
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 
"Pray continually," 
 
History Highlight:  

In 1984, a 7-year prayer campaign for the Soviet Union began. From the years 1984 to 1990, 
prayer chains worked around the clock so that prayers were going up to God twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week. 
 
November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall came down. Open Doors’ 7-Year Prayer Campaign for the 
Soviet Union ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall and a new law guaranteeing freedom of 
religion.  

In 1991, we began a 10-year prayer campaign for the Muslim world.  The focus was on the 
church in the Muslim world because it is much too weak and in some places virtually 
nonexistent.   

As an organization everything we do is covered in prayer; every trip, every project, because we 
know that we are in a spiritual battle. 

 
Volunteer Impact: 

Prayer is the first thing the persecuted Church asks us for; therefore as a volunteer, prayer for 
the persecuted Church is the most important thing you can do along with inviting others to join 
you in prayer.   

 
5. We live and work by faith 
 
Hebrews 11:1 
"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see." 
 
History Highlight: 

We step out in faith to take on projects bigger than us. One example is Project Pearl when we 
smuggled one million Bibles into China in one night.  
 

Volunteer Impact: 
As a volunteer, you may be challenged to step out in faith and out of your comfort zone to invite 
more people to join us in strengthening the persecuted Church. 
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6. We are devoted to Jesus Christ and His commission  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." 
 
History Highlight: 

We provide the tools of evangelism (resources and training) so that churches in these places can 
share the Gospel with those in need. We do not limit the reach of the Gospel but recognize even 
extremists are in need of God's grace. 

 
Volunteer Impact: 

We cannot do this alone. We need to partner with all those who are interested in seeing the 
Gospel going into all the world. As volunteers you have the opportunity to bring others along 
with us asking them to pray, share and give.   

 
7. We are motivated solely for the glory of God 
 
Colossians 3:23-24 
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord and not for men, since you 
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving." 
 
History Highlight: 

In many countries the name of Open Doors is not even known. Our motivation is for God's work 
to be done and for Him to receive the praise and glory.  
 
We are not against any religion - but we are for Jesus. And we are willing to pay the price to 
serve him. 

 
Volunteer Impact: 

As a volunteer, we invite you to join us in doing everything for the glory of God. Whatever you 
do to represent our persecuted brothers and sisters, you have done impactful work for the glory 
of God. 

If you are interested in learning more about our Core Values, we have a training module with videos 
explaining each of the Core Values. 
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The Connector Role 
Our goal as Connectors is to make the persecuted church unavoidable in the American church.  By 
sharing with your church and your friends, you are indispensable in reaching that goal. 

As Connectors, we share about the persecuted church and mobilize the people around us to pray and 
support our Christian family enduring persecution. 

For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Romans 12:1-5 

Connectors help others realize that persecuted Christians are our brothers and sisters, and we are all 
part of the same body of Christ.  

What Do Connectors Do? 

Simply put, Connectors connect. We connect our church, our family, our friends and our community to 
the persecuted church. Here is a list of the types of things Connectors do.  You probably won’t do all of 
these, but what you will do is use your gifts and skill sets to share about the persecuted. 

Lead a Prayer Group or Prayer Event 
Prayer is the one thing our persecuted brothers and sisters ask for the most. Open Doors provides 
prayer points, videos, and other resources to make hosting a prayer group or a prayer event simple. 

Host a Table 
Hosting a table is one of the foundational activities for Connectors.  You can set up a table at your 
church or at an event where you display and hand out material about persecution and about Open 
Doors and share one-on-one about persecution. 

Lead a Study or Group on the Persecuted 
Open Doors provides easy-to-follow materials to help you share with your small group about 
persecution. 

Write Letters to Our Persecuted Family 
Everyone loves to get letters, and our persecuted brothers and sisters are no different.  Many of them 
feel alone and forgotten. Open Doors features letter writing campaigns that Connectors can do 
personally or use to organize letter writing with your church or among your family and friends to 
brighten the day of a persecuted believer. 

Show a Video 
Sharing the story of a persecuted Christian is as easy as playing a video. Open Doors has videos you can 
show in your church, small group, or home. They cover many countries and come in a variety of lengths 
to fit your situation. 

Use Your Gifts 
In the Appendices of the manual there is a list of other ideas to help you see how you can use your gifts 
to serve our persecuted brothers and sisters. There are also links to various items and pages with 
information about resources. 
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If you would like to further explore your personal gifts, we have a gifts assessment that you can take to 
learn more about or confirm your understanding of your gifts. 

Where Do Connectors Serve? 

Connectors serve primarily at your church and through people you know. Here are some examples of 
places and occasions you might share: 

• Sunday school class 
• Home group 
• Youth group 
• Men's or Women's group 
• Friend's Bible study 
• Gathering of friends at your house 
• Missions conference hosted at your church 
• Vacation Bible School 

Other Churches or Groups 
Some Connectors like to reach out to churches and groups in their community in addition to their own 
church. Feel free to do that if that’s something you’d like to do. However, remember that contacting a 
church or organization works better if you know someone who is already involved. If you have a friend 
who attends another church, ask if they would introduce you to the pastor or the missions pastor.  

If you get an introduction to a pastor or church leader, think of yourself as a resource to them.  You are 
in a position to help a church, because member’s spiritual lives can be greatly enriched through 
involvement with the persecuted church. Our persecuted brothers and sisters provide important lessons 
about living out our faith and that can be a big help to pastors.  

If anyone tells you “no”, don’t take it personally. Many churches have full plates already and don’t have 
the time or resources to work with another ministry. Just keep the door open and consider checking in 
with them in six months or a year to see if things have changed.  

Generally, smaller churches are easier to engage than very large churches.  

Representing Open Doors 

Here are a few things to keep in mind when sharing about Open Doors.  

Use only Open Doors information 
All Open Doors information is based on conservative and reconfirmed facts. There are many other 
sources of information, and many of them are quite respected; however, when you are representing 
Open Doors, please share only the information we have provided. That way we can be certain it is 
accurate and your credibility will be maintained. 

Confidentiality and Security 
The persecuted church is our first priority, so we will not put a persecuted Christian at risk for the sake 
of telling a good story. Information you find on our website or through our newsletters are safe to share. 
If you are in doubt about what information you can share, please ask a member of the staff. 
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Non-denominational 
Open Doors is a non-denominational ministry so we require that messages be focused on the Christian 
faith and not denominational differences. As an ambassador of Open Doors, we ask you to embrace the 
greatness of God by the variety of denominations that adhere to the tenants as stated in the Apostle’s 
Creed. 

In addition, all statements and attitudes should be non-political. Open Doors is not against anything.  We 
are for Jesus. 

Staying Connected 

Monthly Webinars 
On a regular basis you will be invited to webinars where you'll hear stories from the field, learn about 
what other Connectors are doing, learn more about Open Doors, and be encouraged in the work you are 
doing for our persecuted family. 

Connector Emails 
As a Connector, you'll be sent periodic Connector email. It includes topics of interest for Connectors. 
Read the emails and watch any included videos to stay informed about Connector activities. 

Facebook 
We have a Facebook group for Connectors. You'll see what other Connectors are doing, be able to share 
what you are doing, and get other important updates. 

And it's just for Connectors! 

You will be invited to join our Facebook page after you complete training. 

Feel Free to Contact Us 
If you need anything, an easy way to get in contact with us is by emailing connect@odusa.org.  Several 
of the staff check that mailbox, and someone will get back to you. 

Team Leaders 

Connectors will be assigned to a Connector Team Leader.  These are Connector volunteers, just like you, 
who excel at coaching and encouragement. They are experienced Connectors and have completed 
special training to help other Connectors. Once you connect with your Team Leader, you will decide 
between you how they can best help you and how often you would like to talk with them. Generally, we 
recommend quarterly contact just to see how things are going and share any new ideas or material. 

Your Team Leader will be your main contact, but you are always welcome to contact a staff person as 
well. Your Team Leader is there to assist you, pray for you, and encourage you so please stay in touch 
with them. 

Resources and Tools 

Open Doors Website 
Our website features many resources to learn and share about the persecuted church. One great place 
to start is on the general resources page which includes links to videos, our quarterly magazine, training, 
and special whitepapers. 
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Prayer Tools 
Prayer is the one thing our persecuted brothers and sisters ask for the most. We offer lots of prayer 
tools to help you pray and to share with others. For example, we include specific prayer points for each 
of the World Watch List countries and every month we publish a prayer calendar you can download and 
share. We also provide current stories on our website that allow you to pray for what is going on right 
now. 

We also offer prayer walls to post prayers for various topics and campaigns. Please feel free to post your 
prayers and refer others to them. We also have a prayer app that provides regular, specific prayer 
requests from persecuted believers. It’s a great resource that allow you to email the prayer requests or 
post them on social media. 

Prayer Events 
Hosting a prayer event helps engage the American church with the persecuted church in a way few 
other activities do. On our website, you’ll find free, downloadable prayer event tools. 

Letter Writing 
One of the most fun ways to show our support of the persecuted is through our letter writing 
campaigns. Recruit your church group or friends to join you in brightening the day of a fellow Christian 
who may feel completely alone. You can find the current campaigns on our website. 

Important Insights 
You find information about and insights into persecution on our website, including a page to help 
understand the difficult topic of theology of persecution. 

Videos 
Our website hosts a wide variety of videos you can share at your church or anywhere you have a Wi-Fi 
connection.  You can sort videos by date, topic, and country, then just click the one you want to watch 
and it will play. 

We also have a YouTube channel that features even more videos. 

Just for Connectors 

In addition to all the other great information, our website has a special section just for Connectors. On 
this page you’ll find links to materials and tools that will help you as you share about our persecuted 
family and the Open Doors’ ministry. 

To access the Connector pages, go to the main Connector page. This page is accessible to the general 
public, and contains material that anyone can use. Scroll down and click on the “view resources” button. 
You’ll be taken to a sign in page. Enter the password ODConnector and additional resources will appear. 
These resources are only for Connectors.  

There is a page in the Appendices at the end of this manual with detailed instructions on how to access 
the Connector resources. 

Table Materials 
As a Connector, you have access to some free materials to use at your events. To request materials, use 
the material request form in the Connector Resource section. Include all the information and then click 



 
 

Connector Manual Page 13 Rev. 5-19 

submit. You’ll receive a confirmation that your materials have been shipped.  Please order materials up 
to 2 weeks in advance of your event. 

Connector Activity Report 
Anytime you represent Open Doors in any way, please fill out an activity report. It’s critical that we have 
a record of all the Connector activities to help us budget and plan for the Connector network. 

It’s easy to fill out the form.  You’ll find the link on the Connector Resource section on the website. Just 
click it. Fill out the short form and hit submit. To make it even easier, be sure to bookmark the form on 
your web browser so you can get to it quickly.  

Some examples of times you might need to fill out the form are when you: 

• Speak at a church service 
• Visit with a missions pastor 
• Host a table at your church 
• Take a friend out for coffee and share about persecution 
• Host a fundraiser for Bibles 
• Talk to a youth group 
• Lead your small group in prayer 

If an individual wants to make a donation, you may refer them to our website where they can make a 
donation, select what they would like the funds to go toward, or set up recurring donations if that is 
something they want to do.  

If you are at a church, suggest all donations go to the church, and ask the church to write one check to 
Open Doors.  

On a rare occasion someone may give you cash. If that happens and you are at a church, ask if the 
church can take the donation and write a check to Open Doors. If that’s not possible, carefully count the 
cash and have a second trusted person also count the cash to confirm the amount. Then send Open 
Doors a check from your personal account for that amount and deposit the money.  

If you do receive donations, please mail them along with any names of people who signed up to receive 
our emails to: 

Open Doors  
PO Box 1595 
Merrifield, VA 22116-1595 
 

Be sure to include a note saying the checks are for a "Connector Event" or put "Connector Event" in 
the memo line of each check. A simple post-it note will also be fine. Please do not send cash in the mail. 
All checks should be made out to Open Doors, signed, and dated. 

The activity report contains instructions and the mailing address for sign ups and any donations.  

Connector Webinars 
Most of our monthly webinars are recorded and archived for viewing. On the Connector Resource Page, 
click the webinar link to see a list of available webinar topics. Most are about an hour long. Topics 
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include new tools, best practices, insights from other Connectors and Open Doors staff and other 
relevant topics to help you in your work as a Connector. 

We add new resources often, so be sure to stay in touch so you can keep up-to-date with all the tools 
you have at your disposal as a Connector and a supporter of Open Doors. 

Specialized Material 
In the Connector resource section of the Open Doors website, there are flyers, training, and other 
material available only to Connectors to help you in your service to our persecuted family. Check back 
often as we add new material frequently. If there is something you would suggest that you think will 
help you and other Connectors, please let us know. You can let your Team Leader know or email us at 
Connect@odusa.org. 
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Signature Resources 
In addition to the resources and tools already discussed, there are a lot of others Connectors can take 
advantage of to share about the persecuted church. The following are some resources most sought after 
by churches and individuals 

The World Watch List 

The World Watch List announcement is one of our major events each year. There are a lot of ways you 
can utilize it as a Connector. 

The World Watch List is an annual report on the global persecution of Christians ranking the top 50 
countries where Christians are persecuted for their faith. Released at the beginning of each year, the list 
uses data from Open Doors field workers and external experts to quantify and analyze persecution 
worldwide.  

Countries are ranked by the severity of persecution of Christians, calculated by analyzing the level of 
violent persecution plus the pressure experienced in five spheres of life. For the detailed methodology, 
visit our website. 

There are lots of ways to use the World Watch List. The map in particular can be used in several ways. 
For example, share copies with your church or prayer group, or place the map on a wall to remember to 
pray. The map can be used with children as a geography lesson to help them learn about life in other 
countries in an age appropriate way. 

The World Watch List booklet is free to download and contains information about persecution and each 
of the countries on the list. Each country has a full page with information about leaders, persecution 
dynamics, and prayer points. These individual pages make perfect bulletin inserts or handouts at prayer 
events. 

To learn more about the World Watch List, see our complete coverage on our website. 

IDOP 

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, or IDOP, is a day set aside to remember our 
persecuted brothers and sisters. It’s the first Sunday in November and a perfect opportunity to join in 
providing our persecuted family with the one thing they ask for most – prayer. 

Each year we provide free downloadable materials that can be used in a variety of ways. We provide 
videos, prayer points, verses on persecution, slides, and other tools to help your church “Remember 
those in bonds as if bound with them,” as we are charged in Hebrews 13:3. 

It’s never too early in the year to talk to your pastor or church leadership about observing IDOP in your 
church. Some churches devote the entire service to IDOP. Some churches just pray for a few minutes. 
Some churches host special prayer services. Find out what works best in your situation.  
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The Ripple Effect 

The Ripple Effect is our 4-session, small group series on the persecuted church. Perfect for a small group, 
you’ll learn about our persecuted brothers and sisters, how we can stand with them, and how we can 
get involved with what God is doing around the world. 

The discussion guide has all the information you need to lead the Ripple Effect, and it’s free to download 
from the Ripple Effect website. 

There are also videos, featuring pastor and former missionary, J.D. Greear, available to introduce each 
lesson and set the stage for getting the most out of the series. Plus there are short promotional videos 
to use when you invite people to join in learning about the persecuted church. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

As a Connector, you may have someone tell you they are interested in doing more for the persecuted 
church. We have several volunteer positions to choose from based upon the person’s preference and 
skills. 

Connectors 
Asking others to join you as a Connector is simple. Tell them what you do and how it has affected your 
life. You can share with them that they’ll join a national network of volunteers using their gifts and 
talents in their own communities and churches to increase awareness, prayer, and engagement on 
behalf of our brothers and sisters living under persecution. 

Influencer 
If you know someone who is active on social media, they can help by posting and sharing information 
about persecution and Open Doors. They simply follow Open Doors on social media, and use reactions, 
comments, and shares to raise awareness for the persecuted church on social networks. Our Influencers 
are also provided special memes to share about the persecuted church. 

Office Volunteers 
We occasionally need assistance in our U.S. office in Orange County California. If you know someone 
who lives in the area and would be interested in helping at the office, have them contact our main office 
for information. 

Travel to the Field 

We offer a limited number of trips each year to the field to meet our brothers and sisters in person in 
their home countries. As a presence ministry, we want to be there with our brothers and sisters, and 
these trips offer that opportunity to pray and encourage our church family while learning about what 
life is like for them. 

If you are interested in travel to the field, please email us at connector@odusa.org for details and costs 
for the year’s trips. 

Occasionally, we have Connectors ask if they can help the persecuted church while traveling abroad. 
Unfortunately, Open Doors is not able to support volunteering, Bible delivery, meetings with ministry 
partners and believers, or organizing tours for individuals or groups that travel to countries on the World 
Watch List outside of official Open Doors ministry trips. 
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We understand the desire to help in this manner, and we love the hearts of Connectors who want to 
serve the persecuted church. Due to the fact that our ministry partners and contacts are in regions with 
high security risks, they cannot receive volunteers and guests. 

One way you can serve our persecuted brothers and sisters while in a World Watch List country is to 
pray for them as you travel through the region. You will find prayer points for each country on the Open 
Doors USA website. 
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Next Steps 
We are very excited about your opportunity to move forward on this amazing journey as a Connector.  
Please start praying about your first activity. Make sure it’s something easy to get you started. Here are 
some great examples of good first steps: 

• Pray with a small group 
• Write letters to our persecuted family 
• Ask to host a table in your church lobby 
• Talk to your pastor or missions pastor about what you are doing 

Thank You 
The staff at Open Doors wants to thank you again so much for everything you are doing for the ministry 
and the persecuted church. We are grateful for your time, energy, and willingness to spread the 
knowledge of persecution around the world.  

Your contributions are more valuable than you know.  Please let us know how we can serve you. 
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How to Connect to the Connector Resource Pages 
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Connector Checklist 

 

As a new Connector, here are is a check list of the most immediate things you should complete. 

 

Activity Date Completed 

Complete the training  

Review the Connector manual  

Review the website to view all the tools 

available there 

 

Record contact information for your Open 

Doors contacts, including names, phone 

numbers, and emails  

 

Review the Connector Resource page on the 

Open Doors website to see the resources 

available to Connectors 

 

Start a list of ways you will begin sharing 

about the persecuted church and Open Doors 

 

Reviewed the packet of information sent out 

to become familiar with materials available 

 

 

Optional, but helpful 

Read “God’s Smuggler” by Brother Andrew 
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Helpful Links 

Connector Resource Page 

Ripple Effect 

Letter Writing 

Open Doors Website 

Open Doors Videos 

Monthly Prayer Calendar 

Material Request Form 

Activities Report 

World Watch List  

Prayer App 
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Connector Activity Ideas 

Here are some ideas for productive activities as a Connector. Go through the list and prayerfully 
consider what God would have you to do to share about the persecuted church. He might lead you to do 
one or several from the list throughout the year.  

Most of these activities can be combined.  For example, if you do an IDOP observance, you may want to 
host a table to sign up people to receive the weekly prayer alert. Or if you do a letter writing campaign, 
you can pray over all the letters as a group before sending them in. 

You may also come up with your own creative activity that makes the best use of your skill set, gifts, and 
opportunities. 

Raising Awareness 

• Present The Ripple Effect in a Sunday school class or Bible study 
• Set up an IDOP observance at your church or with another group 
• Speak about the persecuted church at your church or an area event 
• Put one country from the WWL in the church bulletin each week 
• Invite some friends to your house and share about the persecuted church or show a video 
• Meet one-on-one with a friend over coffee or lunch and share about the persecuted church  
• Share stories of the persecuted church from Open Doors on social media  
 

Getting Others Involved 

• Host a table at church or an area event to sign-up people to receive the weekly prayer alert 
• Set up letter writing to persecuted Christians in a Sunday school class, home school group, or 

another group 
• Provide an opportunity for people to sign a petition as petitions become available throughout 

the year 
• Share the volunteer roles with someone who is particularly interested in the persecuted church 

and help them sign up 
 

Fundraising 

• Host a dinner with a presentation about the persecuted church and take up an offering or 
charge for admission 

• Hold a Facebook fundraiser (or another social media platform) on your birthday  
• Show a video and take up an offering afterwards 
• Present a proposal for a specific need to your pastor or missions team 
• Ask for donations to Open Doors on Giving Tuesday which is every November 

 
Prayer 

• Add prayer for the persecuted church to any event or activity 
• Host a monthly prayer meeting at your church and pray for the persecuted church 
• Host a quarterly community prayer event where you show a video or do a brief presentation 

and pray 
• Host a prayer and praise event with worship and prayer intermixed  
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If any of these activities sparks an interest in you, but you’re not sure where to start, let us know and 
we’ll help with suggestions. You can contact a staff member or your Team Leader for help.  Also the 
Connector Facebook group is a great way to ask other Connectors for their ideas. 

Please share any activities you have planned, so that we can be praying about them with you. Thank you 
for your service to our persecuted family.   

 
 

  



 
 

Connector Manual Page 24 Rev. 5-19 

Open Doors Brand Guidelines for Ministry Partners and Volunteers 

We’ve created a brief guide to help you share the mission and ministry of Open Doors with accuracy and 
integrity. Please read through this before you represent Open Doors at your church, small group, school 
or event.  

The Open Doors Brand Promise 

We are committed to open doors of opportunity to connect and unite believers in the US with those in 
persecuted situations around the world. 

Open Doors Distinctives  

• 60 years dedicated to the persecuted church 

• Presence ministry—working alongside churches and leaders 

• On-the-ground in over 60 countries 

• Established research unit that develops the World Watch List—a definitive guide on the top 50 
countries where it’s most difficult to be a Christian. 

Tone & Voice 

Our tone and voice are respectful, genuine and daring. We see suffering believers as brothers and sisters 
in Christ—and we are all part of one family in God. We present the needs and stories of our persecuted 
family to help support them—as we would a member of our local church who might be in need—and to 
grow in our own faith.  

Resources 

Visit ODUSA.org/Resources to find relevant resources like our prayer calendar, prayer app, magazine, 
videos and presentation slides you can engage online, download or share with your network or ministry.  

Our Logo 

The Open Doors logo is the sole visual identifier of the brand. The primary logo consists of a stone with a 
fish and the name of Open Doors, and a tagline, “Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide.” The ‘Fish-
in-stone’ logo emphasizes our identification with the very roots of persecution as experienced in the 
early Church. It echoes a primitive Christian response of solidarity and determination in the face of 
persecution, just as the early Church used it. It echoes the theme of sacrifice and martyrdom, 
experienced by many both then and now, as we seek to serve the present-day counterparts of the early 
Church. 

Logo usage 

You may include the Open Doors logo on your event promotions like flyers, brochures and PowerPoint 
slides. We’ve included two versions: color and black & white. 

Download the color logo                                Download the black & white logo 
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Sample Flyers and Other Resources 

 

On the following pages are flyers and other helps you can use as a Connector.  The flyers in this manual 
are for representation purposes and may not make the best quality copies. If you’d like an original PDF 
of any of the flyers to make copies, please let us know at Connect@odusa.org or you can find them on 
the Connector Resource page on the website. 

Included are: 

• Letter Writing Guide 
• Ripple Effect Series Flyer 
• General Open Doors Flyer 
• Signup sheet 
• Prayer 
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Connector Manual Page 31 Rev. 5-19 

Connector Business Cards 

If you would like to have business cards, we have a Connector business card template available.  Below 
is a sample. Please contact us at connect@odusa.org to have the template emailed to you.  It uses Avery 
business card template #5871.  You can find paper for this template at most office supply stores.  There 
are instruction included with the paper on how to set up and print them out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email Signature 

You can use the following email signature for emails when you are representing Open Doors.  Copy the 
entire table and paste it at the end of your email, then update the information with your name, phone 
number and email.   

Here’s a link on how to set up the email signature in Outlook as an auto signature if you use an email 
address only for Connector activities.  There are also instructions so you can set up the signature in 
Outlook to add it manually only to emails that are related to Open Doors. This works well if you use your 
email for personal and Open Doors Connector activities. 

 

Your Name 
Open Doors USA Connector Volunteer 

 

 
T xxx-xxx-xxxx 
E xxx@xxxxxx 

Visit www.OpenDoorsUSA.org or follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
 

 

Please do not alter either of the templates other than to add in your contact information. 

 
 
 

Jane Doe 
Volunteer 

P: 123.456.7890 
E: name@email.com 
www.OpenDoorsUSA.org 
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Date 
 
Pastor Title and Name 
Church 
Address 
City, State ZIP 
 
Dear [Pastor Title and Name], 
 
I am writing to recommend [Name] to visit with you to help you discover how learning about the persecuted 
church can grow the faith of your congregation. 
 
God has been helping Open Doors find ways to support persecuted Christians around the world for more 
than 60 years. During that time we have found that learning about the hope and strength of our persecuted 
brothers and sisters helps congregation see the faithfulness of God in a way that is life changing.  
 
As a trained representative of Open Doors, [First Name} can share ways to enlarge the faith of Christians here 
at home while sharing how God is using the persecuted church to advance the Gospel in some of the world’s 
most difficult places. 
 
You may have heard about our founder, Brother Andrew, whose book—God’s Smuggler—describes his 
exploits smuggling Bibles behind the Iron Curtain during the height of the Cold War. This complex mission to 
help the church survive and thrive, even in the world’s most difficult places, continues today in more than 60 
countries where over 215 million Christians face high levels of persecution.  
 
Despite the immense need of Christians in these places, our story is just as much about hope as it is about 
challenges. We often see firsthand how God raises up courageous believers who follow him at great cost to 
themselves. This deepens our faith so much that we often feel like we have received far more than any of us 
have given. 
 
I’d love for you to talk with [First Name] to see if there are simple ways your church can benefit from 
connecting with our persecuted brothers and sisters.  
 
You can reach [Name] at [number and/or email]. 
 
Blessings, 
Beth Copeland 
Director of Mobilization 
Open Doors 
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Instructions for Using the Reference Letter 

Sending the Letter 
 
Fill in the needed information in the letter. Be sure to carefully proofread the entire letter and make 
sure the print quality is good. 
 
Make sure you have the pastor’s name and the church name spelled correctly. Often a quick call to the 
church can confirm who is the best leader to send the letter, their title, etc. This is also a good way to 
find out if the pastor prefers to go by Pastor Jim or Pastor Smith, which can be helpful to know. 
 
Follow up with a phone call in a week or two after you mail the letter and refer to the letter when you 
call. Remember, most pastors take Monday off and Friday is heavy prep time for Sunday, so it’s best to 
call mid-week. 
 
If a church contacts you, respond within one day if possible. 
 
Smaller churches can be easier to connect with than larger churches, but it’s most important to let the 
Lord lead you. 
 
Visiting with a Pastor 
 
Do some research. If you know someone at the church ask them about the missions, prayer, Sunday 
School and home group programs at the church. All of these are possible opportunities to connect with 
a church. If you don’t know any one, check out their website and/or Facebook page to learn something 
about them before you visit. 
 
If you find that they are involved in a country or region Open Doors also works in, be prepared to share 
information about what we do there. You can find information in the World Watch List booklet or on our 
website. 
 
Business casual is appropriate for most churches, but it’s better to err on the side of being too dressy 
rather than too casual. 
 
Be prepared with some Open Doors materials. Bring a World Watch List map and booklet. Print out a 
copy of the Open Doors general flyer, prayer flyer and the Ripple Effect flyer. You may not use all of 
these, but it’s good to have any items you think appropriate on hand in case they illustrate something 
you discuss. 
 
During your visit, arrive early and be prepared to listen. Ask the pastor about their goals, their biggest 
challenges and their missions program. Take notes so you have them for reference later and to show 
your genuine interest. 
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Find out if the pastor is aware of Open Doors. If not be prepared to give you elevator speech about what 
we do and the issue of persecution. 
 
If the pastor brings up money, clarify that there is no charge for your services, and it is totally at their 
discretion if they would like to give a gift. Confirm with them that you are there only to see how you can 
help the church grow their faith and learn what God is doing around the world by connecting them with 
the persecuted church. 
 
As the pastor talks, think about things that might help them, and suggest anything you think might fit in 
with their programs. 
 
There are lots of ways to help churches. It’s tough to get a pastor to let you speak in a Sunday morning 
service and most churches don’t start there. Some things you can suggest include:   
 

• Providing prayer material to the prayer team.  
• Sharing Ripple Effect with a Sunday school class or home group. 
• Talking to the mission board about persecution.  
• Hosting a table at a missions conference they are having.  
• Set up letter writing with a small group. 

 
Before you leave, ask for next steps. Often times a pastor will want to think about it or talk with other 
members of the leadership team. Ask when would be a good time to follow up and offer to speak with 
anyone else the pastor might recommend.  
 
A standard amount of time for a general office visit is about 20 - 30 minutes. If the pastor has a lot of 
questions or wants to talk, it can go longer, but be very aware of not overstaying your welcome. 
 
Within a day or two, send a handwritten card or an email, thanking the pastor for their time and 
reiterating the next step. If you offered to get any additional information, do that right away. 
 
Most of all pray. Pray over any letters you send out. Pray before you go to the meeting for God to give 
you the right words. Pray after the meeting for open hearts. Continue to pray for the church and ask for 
God’s guidance to everyone involved. 
 
Don’t get discouraged if churches aren’t interested. Pastors get an overwhelming amount of requests, 
and they have to pick and choose carefully. Continue to pray for God’s guidance.  
 
If you would like help preparing for a visit with a pastor or have questions about reaching out to pastors, 
contact your Team Leader or an Open Doors staff member at connect@odusa.org. 
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How to Connect to the Connector Resource Pages on the Website 

1. Click on the link below 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/resources/connector-resources/ 

It’s a good idea to bookmark this link so you can access it easily in the future. The items on this page 
are open to the public and anyone can access these pieces. Feel free to browse and use any of these 
items. 

2. Scroll down until you see the heading GET ADDITIONAL RESOURCES and click on the VIEW 
RESOURCES button. 

 

 

3. You will be taken to a page to log into the password protected Connector information. Scroll 
down to the section titled ”ENTER PASSCODE TO VIEW RESOURCES.” Enter the passcode – 
ODConnector – then click the submit button 

 
 
 

4. A list of additional resources will appear. Scroll down to view all the material.  

Please check back from time to time as new items are added and resources are updated regularly.  

Click here 

Enter passcode here 

Click here 
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Scriptures on the Persecuted Church 

All verses are from ESV 
 
Hebrews 13:3  
Remember those in prison as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also 
are in the body.  
 
Proverbs 31:8 
Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:25-26 
…that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.  
 
Psalm 82:3-4 
Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue 
the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 
 
Isaiah 58:6 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
 
Galatians 6:10  
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.  
 
Ephesians 6:18 
…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.  
 
Hebrews 10:33-34 
…sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with 
those so treated. For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering 
of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 
 
2 Timothy 4:16-17a 
At my first defense, no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me.  May it not be charged against 
them!  But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me… 
 
Acts 12:5 
So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 
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Romans 15:30 
I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with 
me in your prayers to God on my behalf.  
 
Daniel 3:16-18 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no 
need to answer you in this matter.  If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” you have set 
up.” 
 
John 15:18, 20 
If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you…Remember the word that I said to 
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If 
they kept my word, they will also keep yours.  
 
Revelation 2:8-10 
And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came 
to life. I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that 
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. 
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days 
you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
 
Romans 8:18 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.  
 
Psalm 61:1-2 
Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer; from the end of the earth I call to you when my heart is faint.  
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
 
Psalm 7:9 
Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, and may you establish the righteous – you who test the 
minds and hearts, O righteous God!  
 
Psalm 12:5 
“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the LORD; “I will 
place him in the safety for which he longs.”  
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Presenting the Persecuted Church 

There are many ways you can present the persecuted church.  Below are some ways for you to consider 
and some tips about each kind. 

Speaking 

 
1. Research 

Begin by finding out all you can about the opportunity: 
• When is it? 
• Where is it? (Particularly important for multi-campus churches) 
• When should I arrive? 
• Who will be my main contact?  
• What type of meeting is it? Sunday morning service, Bible study, missions conference, youth 

group, etc. 
• How long will I have to speak? 
• What type of dress is appropriate? 
• Who is in the audience? 
• How familiar are they with persecution? 
• How many will be in the audience? 
• Are there any areas of the world the audience is most interested in? 
• Is it alright to do a table to display information about the persecuted church and sign people up 

to receive a prayer email? 
• Will I be able to show a video or PowerPoint? (If applicable) 

Take notes so you don’t forget any of the details.  Once you have info about the opportunity, you will 
have a better idea of how to customize your presentation. 
 
2.  Think about your audience 
 
Once you have information from your research about the type of audience you will be speaking, think 
about what will be relevant to them. If the audience is a small Bible study, you can be more 
conversational and ask questions or have discussions.  If you’re speaking to a men’s group, you’ll likely 
want to share stories about men and their families.  
 
3. Decide what you will say 
 
Most presentations will include some basic topics.  Below are a list of sections of a good presentation: 
  

• Information to establish the need – Use current statistics or information to show that the need 
is real.  For example:  1 in 12 Christians lives under persecution; Persecution is growing; 
Christians in North Korea can be put to death just for owning a Bible, etc. Select information 
that will lead into the other topics you cover. 

• Personal story of how you became involved with the persecuted church – Since most of your 
audience has never experienced persecution, it may be easier for them to relate to you than to 
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persecute Christians.  Tell about a persecuted Christian you’ve meet personally or how you first 
came to learn about persecution and how it made you feel.  

• Biblical relevance of serving the persecuted church – Use Bible verses to show the Biblical 
foundation of our response to persecution.  There is a list of verses in the Appendix that you can 
draw from.  

• Stories of persecuted Christians to help the audience relate to real people – Statistics are good 
to establish the breadth of need, but people relate to people, so telling stories of real Christians 
and the challenges they face will help people connect.  You can share the stories yourself or 
show Open Doors videos. You’ll find many current stories on the website that you can share and 
there are also videos on our website or on our YouTube channel.  

• Call to Action – Leave the audience with how they can help their persecuted brothers and 
sisters. Prayer is a perfect way for people to connect initially so offer to sign them up to receive 
prayer alerts.   

• Pray – A great ending to any presentation is to pray for the persecuted.  It models the behavior 
you would like them to adopt, and it gives a nice closing to the presentation. 

 

4.  Tips for Speaking 
• Practice your presentation to make sure it flows well and that you are well prepared.  Consider 

practicing with a few close friends who will give you honest feedback and give you practice. 
• Stick to the amount of time you are given.  Many churches have tightly scheduled services and if 

you go over, it can be a source of frustration for them. If they say you have 15 minutes, only talk 
for 15 minutes. 

• Most people remember the first and last thing a speaker says; start with a powerful attention-
getter; end with a memorable quote, story, or statistic. A good start might be, “Over 250 million 
believers live in countries hostile to Christianity. And in the past century, in the 1900’s, more 
Christians were persecuted for their faith than in all centuries combined! Early reports on this 
century indicate our brothers and sisters are in for more cruelty, false imprisonments, poverty, 
severe discrimination, interrogation, physical abuse and death.” It’s a long attention getter, but 
this message could lead you into current events that support those statistics. 
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Sample Presentation 

Sample Script 

This sermon is written as an example of what a presentation on persecution could sound like.   

Feel free to use it as much (or as little) as you like. 

 

Abdul tensed as he heard the angry voices nearing his home in Central Asia.  Suddenly, a group of young 

Muslims crashed through his door and began threatening him.  “If you don’t renounce Christ, you’ll 

regret it!” they shouted.  But Abdul refused.  “I might be kicked out of the village, I could be beaten, but 

Jesus went through it all.  If my Lord faced persecution, who am I not to expect the same treatment?” he 

said. 

_____________________________ 

 

“Lily!” The young girl turned as she heard her mother call.  “I want to talk with you about what will 

happen to your dad and me,” Ava said searching her daughter’s face for understanding.  Although Lily 

was still in primary school, Ava knew she need to begin preparing her daughter for what lay ahead. 

 

“The day will come when they ring our doorbell and take mom and dad away to prison,” Ava explained.  

“When they come, don’t worry. The Bible tells us it is normal to be persecuted as believers. They will take 

us to prison, ask us some questions, and hit us.  Then we will come back.” 

 

It took several years, but the day did come. On a winter morning while Lily was at school, authorities 

rang Ava’s doorbell and hauled her and her husband off to prison. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

For millions of Christians around the world, these stories reflect their everyday reality. They live with the 

constant threat of persecution for their faith – the treat of intimidation, isolation, beatings, 

imprisonment and even death – and they choose to follow Jesus anyway. 

 

It’s a humbling thought, knowing that our brothers and sisters in Christ are willing to suffer for their 

faith.  It’s also a foreign concept to many of us. Persecution? That sounds so extreme. Does that stuff 

really happen anymore? The short answer is “yes” – to millions of believer all over the world. 
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According to the Pew Research Center, 75 percent of the world’s population lives in areas with severe 

religious restrictions – many of whom are Christians.  The United States Department of State has 

identified 60 different countries where Christians face persecution from their neighbors or from their 

government – simply because they believe in Jesus Christ. 

 

Daily life for these Christians is a struggle.  The hostility they experience as a result of their faith can take 

many forms. Some suffer verbal harassment and discrimination at work or school. Others endure more 

extreme persecution, including imprisonment, torture, rape and even death. 

 

With over 245 million Christians facing persecution on a regular basis.  That 1 in 9 Christians. That can be 

hard to wrap your mind around the realities of their suffering. Every month… 

• 345 Christians are killed for faith related reasons 
• 105 churches and Christian buildings are burned or attacked 
• 219 Christians are detained without trial, arrested, sentenced and imprisoned 

Eye opening, right? Christian persecution is more prevalent today than at any other time in the modern 

era – and it’s getting worse. Every year, Open Doors releases its World Watch List, a ranking of the top 

50 countries where Christians face the most severe persecution for their faith. In the last few years, not 

only had Christian persecution increased, but it has also expanded into areas where it was not present 

before.  

 

According to the World Watch List, persecution is growing most rapidly in the Middle East, Africa and 

Central Asia. Christians in these regions face an astonishing lack of religious freedom. For example, in 

Iran, ethnic Persians are by definition Muslim. To be an ethnic Persian who is also a Christian is a crime 

punishable by death. Saudi Arabia is home to the world’s oldest church, but today, public Christian 

worship is forbidden. In Nigeria, 5 churches are attacked every week.  And yet our brothers and sisters 

continue to lift high the name of Jesus, counting the cost and deeming it worth it to suffer for the cause 

of Christ. 

 

As we open our eyes to persecution, it’s easy to focus only on the shocking events that we see on the 

news, but that’s not the most prevalent form of persecution. It’s the outside pressure Christians face as 

a result of their faith that is far more pervasive and deep rooted. We can think of this distinction as 

“smash” vs “squeeze.” Smash persecution might include churches being torched, Christians being 



 
 

Connector Manual Page 46 Rev. 5-19 

beaten or family members being attacked. Squeeze persecution could mean losing your job because you 

believe in Jesus or your children being harassed at school for their faith. It could include all of your 

family, friends and your entire community ostracizing you because of your beliefs. Squeeze persecution 

is often quieter, but can be powerfully damaging to those under its pressure. 

 

Although persecution around the world is on the rise, persecution itself is not new. As long as there 

have been Christians, there has been persecution. In fact, Jesus told His followers to expect it, saying “If 

they persecuted me, they will persecute you also,” (John 15:20, NIV) and “In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world,” (John 16:33, NIV). 

 

And it’s easy to hear about Christian persecution and feel afraid. But that shouldn’t be our response. 

Scripture says, “for God did not give us a spirit of fear,” (2 Timothy 1:7, NLT). Rather, hearing about our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering should motivate us. Even though much of the persecuted 

church is half a world away, hearing their stories can change the way we live here in the U.S.  Seeing 

those who are suffering take an all-in stance to following Jesus can bolster our own faith as we follow 

Him.  

 

Realizing that millions of believers count themselves blessed to be found worthy to suffer for the cause 

of Christ might make us take risks that we wouldn’t have before. Maybe it’s stepping out in faith and 

sharing about Jesus with your neighbors. Perhaps it’s choosing to reflect the joy of the Lord in the midst 

of challenging circumstances. Whatever the situation, God can use these powerful stories about our 

brothers and sisters to draw us closer to Him and help us shine His light in your own community. 

 

And we have so much to learn from our persecuted brothers and sisters.   

 

Helen Berhane was arrested for sharing her faith in her home country of Eritrea. She spent almost three 

years in prison, much of this time in a metal shipping container. Because she would not deny her faith or 

stop sharing her faith, she was beaten so severally she could not walk. After her release, she wrote this in 

her memoirs, “Sometimes I cannot believe that this is my life – these four metal walls, all of us corralled 

like cattle, the pain, the hunger, the fear. All because of my belief in a God who is risen, who charges me 

to share my faith with these who do not yet know Him. A God who I am forbidden to worship. I think 

back to a questions I have been asked many times over my months in prison: ‘Is your faith worth this, 

Helen?’ As the guards continue their rounds, I whisper the answer: ‘Yes.’” 
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Helen understood what Jesus told his disciples… 

 

 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” 

(Matthew 16:24) 

 

It’s humbling to think of Jesus’ words in the context of persecuted Christians. All they have to do is 

remain silent about their faith or simply deny Christ to avoid punishment or suffering – and yet, daily, 

they choose to deny themselves instead. How much more should we be proclaiming Christ with the 

freedoms we have?  

 

But let’s be honest, there’s still a lot of disconnect for many of us. We think, “that person is in prison 

halfway around the world – what could I possibly do to help?” Or, perhaps if we’re a little more honest, 

we might think, “Why should I care?” 

 

When we struggle with how to respond to Christian persecution, we need look no further than the 

pages of Scripture to discover how God feels about it. The Bible makes it clear that God sees believers as 

one Body, one church. “For just as the body is one and hand many members, and all the members of the 

body though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free,” (1 Corinthian 12:12 – 13a). 

 

God designed the church to work together in unique and powerful ways. Those who are persecuted 

need the free church to stand with them – to pray for and support them. The free church desperately 

needs the persecuted church as well.  We need to see and learn from those who have stood strong in 

the midst of suffering, who have counted the cost and deemed Jesus more than worth whatever they 

lose. 

 

Paul says it this way in 1 Corinthians 12:26, “If one member suffers, all suffer together.” Let that sink in 

for a moment. If one members suffers, all the members suffer. When your fellow believers are suffering, 

you – as a member of the same body – suffer with them.  You share their grief, mourning the loss of 

their freedom, their family, their job – whatever the situation might be. You grieve and you pray. 
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So how do we “suffer” with them? How can we help them? The story of a son who lost his father, will 

give us some insight.  

 

“As a pastor’s son growing up in Iran, I got used to the fact that sometimes my dad would be gone for a 

day or two for interrogation,” Andre said. “But then on that dreadful day in January ’94, my father left 

the house and never came back.”  His father’s death allowed Andre to see the Body of Christ in a new 

light. “It meant a lot to me that someone I didn’t know from another country was praying for me and 

was caring for me….I have learned we are one big family in Christ – and I think that was the number one 

thing that gave us courage and helped us heal.” 

 

Do you know what the number one request from persecuted Christians is? 

 

It’s not financial support or Christian materials. It’s prayer. The persecuted church understand the power 

of prayer, and they desperately need us to stand with them in this way. So many persecuted Christians 

feel isolated and alone, especially since they are often unable to fellowship with other believers. But 

prayers from Christians living half a world away bring incredible encouragement to them. Not only are 

they grateful to know their requests are being brought before the Lord, but they also are strengthened 

by fellowship they feel with believers who are praying with them. 

 

We are going to pray together in a few minutes for our brothers and sisters, but praying for them 

doesn’t have to be a one-time thing or end today. Please consider signing up to receive Open Doors’ 

prayer alert email. This includes weekly prayer information to help you continue to pray for them.  If you 

want more information about other ways to help our persecuted brothers and sisters, visit 

opendoorsusa.org for ways to pray, volunteer, support and learn more about our family members who 

are enduring persecution. 

 

Let’s pray together for our brothers and sisters. 

 

Pray 

Lord, I am humbled to learn about the millions of Christians who are facing intimidation, discrimination, 

beatings, imprisonment and even death for their faith. They know where they stand and they are all in, 

fully committed to following you. Help me not to turn a blind eye to their suffering. I pray you would 

strengthen them and give them the grace they need to endure this persecution. Jesus, You said in Your 
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Word, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” (Matthew 5:44), so I pray for those 

who are persecuting my brothers and sisters in Christ. Put an end to their hostility – to their hatred. Let 

them come to a saving faith in you. Amen. 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Tips: 

• Feel free to insert different stories of persecuted Christians that you think might be more 

relevant to your audience.   

• If you prefer, use videos instead of telling a story yourself.  There are lots of videos on our 

website or on the Open Doors YouTube channel. 

• In addition to a general prayer, you can also set up prayer stations for more interaction.  See the 

Appendices of this manual for some prayer station ideas. 

• You can also set up letter writing stations so people can put what they’ve learned into action by 

writing letters to persecuted Christians. 

 

 


