
40 Days of
Prayer for the



In 2016, Open Doors began an effort called 
Hope for the Middle East. It was our attempt 
to follow God’s calling to respond to the 
staggering violence and destruction that 
ISIS inflicted on believers in the Middle East, 
especially in Iraq in Syria. These areas are 
close to the hearts of Christians all over the 
world—they’re two of the first places touched 
by the gospel after Jesus’ ministry on Earth. 
And churches there have existed since then. 
The mission of ISIS was simple—to destroy 
the church in Iraq and Syria for good. 

So, praying for God’s help, we got to work.

Three years later, we’re encouraged by the 
progress, overwhelmed by the continuing 
needs and amazed by God’s faithfulness. 
Through your prayers and giving and God’s 
providence, Christians are returning to their 
homes and beginning to rebuild. There’s 
still a lot of work to do. And yet, we’ve seen 
God help His people in the Middle East in 
countless ways—we think of the scenes of 
Iraqi Christians celebrating Easter for the 
first time since returning to their homes. In 
the midst of ISIS-destroyed churches and 
streets, the church was rising up from the 
literal rubble, praising and thanking Jesus. 

Could that be anything but God at work?

- intro -



We know that God’s work in Iraq and Syria is not done yet—and we 
also know He has already begun that work. Open Doors’ Hope for the 
Middle East project continues to work within that tension, and we invite 
you to join us. One powerful way you can make a difference in this 
region is through prayer. We invite you to join your hearts and voices 
with our Middle Eastern brothers and sisters. Praying throughout these 
40 days will give you a glimpse of the challenges and joys experienced 
by Syrian and Iraqi Christians every day; pray for these requests, and 
stand in solidarity with your family of God around the world. 

Through your prayers, 
you can help advance 
the gospel and 
strengthen the church 
in Iraq and Syria.
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- day 1 -
job opportunities

Pray for job opportunities for people who are unemployed in the Nineveh 
Plains in northern Iraq. Since the attacks by ISIS on Christian areas in 2014, 
Christians have lost their jobs and their businesses. After returning to the 
devastated area, they need to start new projects to revive the economy, 
restore life and provide a decent standard of living for their families.

- day 2 -
recovery from the war

Pray for Syrian children to come peacefully out of the war. Many of them 
have been relatively isolated and are just getting a taste of newfound safety. 
Pray for 10-year-old Jamal and 14-year-old Nadia from Damascus. Jamal’s 
leg is in need of healing so he can play with other children again, while Nadia 
is still recovering emotionally and psychologically from the war.

- day 3 -
support for hospitals

Pray for the financial support of hospitals in Nineveh Plains, Iraq. In the past 
two years, tens of thousands of Christians have returned to their villages 
following the liberation from ISIS. They are now suffering from a lack of 
medical services, hospitals, specialized care and medical equipment. In cases 
of an emergency, people are not yet able to go to Mosul, a nearby smaller 
city, so they must to travel to Erbil—a larger, but more distant city—to find 
a hospital. The people in the Nineveh Plains are appealing to international 
and humanitarian organizations to provide them with hospitals, particularly 
with regards to emergency services.



- day 4 -
youth to hear a call to leadership

Today, pray for more youth to sense a calling to become priests, pastors, 
church leaders or simply helping hands in their churches. Church leaders 
are finding it difficult to keep up with the duties needed to maintain their 
congregations and are in need of more help. One positive effect is that 
Christians of different backgrounds are cooperating to help one another. 
For instance, in Qamishli, Syria, evangelical and Syriac Catholic leaders have 
been helping one another fill in the gaps. Pray that all Christians continue 
to unite in mutual faith.

- day 5 -
people in the nineveh plains

Pray for beleivers in the Christian villages in the Nineveh Plains who are 
struggling with their daily lives. Before the occupation of ISIS in 2014, local 
governments started to overhaul the sewer system. The building work then 
had to be abandoned when ISIS came, leaving holes in the streets. Many 
streets still have no pavement, and the situation is getting worse as heavy 
rains make the streets muddy and difficult to pass. The destruction of the 
infrastructure means that basic services still are not functioning. It will 
require prolonged and expensive work to get the streets and sewer system 
restored.

- day 6 -
converts in syria

Recently, 16 believers from a Druze background have been baptized, and 
three Muslim children who participated in a children’s program in Damascus 
were introduced to Christianity. Pray for Druze, Kurdish and Muslim families 
in Syria who have converted to Christianity. Pray they may remain safe and 
find strength to carry on in their faith in Christ; pray they will continue to 
show love in spite of the persecution they face from families and friends. 
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- day 7 -
communities in mosul

The history of the church in Mosul, Iraq, goes back to the early ages of 
Christianity. Pray for the Christian community of Mosul where churches were 
destroyed during the years of ISIS’s occupation. Pray for the reconstruction 
of these churches so they can resume services, allowing Christians to come 
together again. Only a small number of Christians have returned to Mosul 
so far. Pray that Christianity in Mosul will not end.

- day 8 -
an end to conflict

Many Iraqi Christians hope for an end to all the religious, ethnic and political 
conflicts in Iraq—today, join them in prayer for that hope. All of these 
conflicts make it difficult to agree upon important positions in the Iraqi 
government, from national to local and regional levels. Pray those positions 
will be filled with the right people for greater stability in the country.

- day 9 -
church leaders in syria

Pray for priests and pastors around Syria to remain strong in their vocation 
despite the discouragement they feel; many of their congregations have 
left for other cities or countries, making these followers of Christ feel as 
though their work is fruitless. Pray in particular for Father Nidal and Father 
Samir from the mainly Kurdish city of Qamishli. Ask God to rejuvenate their 
strength as they work for the glory of Christ.



- day 10 -
refugees in iraq

Pray for refugees in Iraq—both those who are from Iraq and those who fled 
to Iraq from Syria. Pray for those who have left their homes for an uncertain 
future and for those who are still living in tents and caravans in the refugee 
camps, especially during the winter and the rainy seasons. The weather 
causes flooding, making it challenging for those who lack basic essentials. 

- day 11 -
internally displaced people

Pray for displaced people to have all their needs met in both Iraq and Syria, 
and those Iraqis and Syrians who have had to flee to nearby or far away 
countries. Pray for those who have been moved from areas because of 
pressure from the Kurdish majority and previous ISIS-related occupation. 
Pray for priests and other church leaders, such as Father Afram from 
Hasakah, and for continued strength of Open Doors staff as they provide 
for them.

- day 12 -
iraqi christian children

The Iraqi Christian children who suffered from the war and from being 
displaced need your prayer. Their education, in particular, was disrupted. 
Many families seeking asylum have left their homes to ask for international 
protection and are still waiting in Turkey, Jordan or Lebanon. Pray that 
we don’t lose this generation of children. Pray that God will make a way to 
continue their education. 
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- day 13 -
financial and legal support

Much financial and diplomatic support is still needed for the Nineveh Plains 
region of Iraq; please pray for this. More than 70 percent of the infrastructure 
and buildings were damaged or destroyed in many of the predominantly 
Christian towns. Christian leaders have appealed to the international 
organizations for rapid support to reconstruct the burned and completely 
destroyed houses. This will help speed up the return of Christians to their 
former homes, and encourages them to not leave their country.  

- day 14 -
the hard decision to stay—or leave

Pray for those debating the heart-wrenching decision between staying or 
leaving their homes to receive clear answers from God. Pray in particular for 
a couple, Nadine* and Raymond*, who have just recently and painfully come 
to the decision that God was calling them to serve the church outside of 
Syria. Pray they may find peace and joy together in their new move and in 
serving the immigrants in their next church.

- day 15 -
the peacemakers

Pray for peacemakers who are willing to bring peace to Iraq following the 
war that brought extreme violence, persecution and displacement. Pray 
that they will fight the sectarianism and extremist ideology for the sake of 
creating a more aware generation for a better future where all members of 
the Iraqi population can coexist peacefully.   



- day 16 -
iraqi christians in syria

Pray for Christians who have moved from Mosul, Iraq, to Syria. Pray their 
neighbors will help them out and that these believers will continue to be 
seen as part of the country’s fabric. 

- day 17 -
suffering believers in syria

Pray for believers in Iraq to stand firm and strong, especially those who are 
suffering for Christ. Pray they would be a clear and strong testimony for 
Christ, bringing Him glory. Pray these believers will be strengthened in their 
faith when they suffer persecution and pressure because of their faith, and 
that they will be bold witnesses for Jesus’ name in this land. 

- day 18 -
an end to corruption

Pray that an end will come to corruption in Iraq. There are corrupt politicians, 
lawmakers, judges and business people who are doing many things that 
hurt the lives of the less powerful. They are destroying their future, creating 
poverty, unemployment and instability. Pray for wisdom and strength for 
those who have the power to work for justice.
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- day 19 -
noha, a christian woman in syria

Urgent prayer is needed for Noha, a former cook who suffers from cystic 
fibrosis and must survive on constant supplies of oxygen at her home in 
Jaramana, Syria. Medical care is not advanced in Syria and travel is difficult 
for her. She is in need of much prayer. Pray for complete healing.

- day 20 -
schools in iraq

Pray for the schools in Iraq and the children who are attending these schools. 
Today, the schools in Iraq suffer severe neglect, as the number of students 
in one class may reach more than 45 in these poorly equipped buildings. 
The winter season—which includes heavy rain—makes the situation more 
complicated, especially in villages and rural areas. Most of children there 
walk to school, even if the streets are soaked or flooded by rain. Some even 
cannot attend school—affecting their education. Additionally, most school 
buildings lack tables, doors, windows and a functioning heating system. In 
many school buildings, there is also significant structural damage, and some 
schools have big holes and cracks in the walls. Finally, since the crisis with 
ISIS, there is a lack of teachers.

- day 21 -
a good school year in syria

Pray for a good school year in northeast Syria, where Kurds have attempted 
to impose a Kurdish curriculum on Syriac, Armenian and evangelical 
Christian schools. Parents were worried that a Kurdish curriculum would 
not be accepted by the Syrian Ministry of Education or elsewhere in the 
world, impacting the educational future of Syrian children. Recently, a 
peaceful agreement has been made after priests and pastors united with 
their community against the curriculum. Schools have been reopened, but 
pray that they will continue to run smoothly. 



- day 22 -
new christians in iraq

Thank God for those who recently came to faith in Jesus in Iraq. Pray for 
spiritual maturity for those who are hungry to learn more about Jesus and 
the Bible. Recently, about 20 Iraqi Muslims became followers of Jesus and 
were baptized. Pray for their protection; they are certain to face serious 
challenges in their community.

- day 23-
the elderly

Pray for the elderly in Syria and Iraq. Many of them have been facing 
difficulty because their loved ones had to leave them to find work in other 
areas or countries. Pray all their medical needs will be met and that they will 
be prepared for the bitter cold of winter and the heat of summer. 

- day 24 -
people in christian areas of iraq

The people living in the Nineveh Plains and in Mosul, Iraq, need your 
prayers. Pray for the safety and comfort for those who are feeling insecure, 
especially because of reports of an estimated 1,000 ISIS fighters remaining 
in the region. These fighters are rumored to be trying to regroup and 
planning to attack the area again. 
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- day 25 -
stability in syria

Pray the next year sees an increase in stability in Syria. Areas such as Aleppo, 
Homs, and Damascus are having their first relatively peaceful year, but the 
south and northeast have faced some recent fighting and tension. Pray for 
peace for both believers and non-believers, and that Christians would be 
regarded as equals by their neighbors and communities.

- day 26 -
people traveling within iraq

Traveling in Iraq can be very dangerous, especially for those working 
for Open Doors’ partner organization and those involved in our partner 
churches. Pray for the people who need to travel within Iraq. There continue 
to be fatal incidents from roadside bombs, suicide bomb attacks, car bombs 
and small arms attacks by terrorist groups, militias or criminal gangs. 

- day 27 -
homeless children

You often see children begging or selling small items in Iraq—near 
checkpoints, traffic points, main roads and hotels. Pray for these children, 
who are often homeless. The number of these children in Iraq increased 
due to the wars and conflicts in Iraq. These children grow up in the street 
and are not able to attend school. Many are subject to emotional and 
physical abuse. They are victims of exploitation; some are even recruited 
for terrorism. There is also the risk of drug and alcohol addiction. Pray these 
children will have a better future.



- day 28 -
church leaders in iraq

Church leaders ministering in Iraq need our prayers. Called to serve their 
churches, they try to keep the hope alive in the hearts of their people—while 
simultaneously trying to strengthen their faith after enduring so much. Pray 
that the Lord will renew their strength and give them the words to speak.  

- day 29 -
centers of hope in syria

Pray for the Centers of Hope spread around Syria to continue flourishing 
in their work. These Centers, supported with help from Open Doors, help 
local churches provide aid, assistance and important programs for their 
communities. Last month, the Alliance Church in Damascus ran a children’s 
soccer program. The church functions as a Center of Hope. Pray the 
organizers from the church could continue to expand their project and 
widen their reach to children in need of support and aid as they emerge 
from the war.

- day 30 -
women in iraq

Pray for the women in Iraq who are suffering physical and emotional violence 
at home. Many women are subject to domestic violence, harassment and 
humiliation at the hands of their husbands or family. Iraq has no laws 
protecting women from their husbands; additionally, many women and girls 
in Iraq are not fully aware of their rights because of a lack of access to 
education. Because of this, they are often unaware of how to claim their 
rights or how to defend themselves.
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- day 31 -
rebuilding in syria

Pray for the gradual rebuilding of homes and cities throughout Syria. 
Recently, it has become more possible to reconstruct and renovate 
homes and spaces that were becoming increasingly more difficult to live 
in. Naturally, the stressors of losing homes and security have negatively 
impacted people’s emotional and physical well-being; reconstruction is a 
necessary part of the healing process for Syrians. 

- day 32 -
formation of governments

Pray for the formation of new governments in Iraq and Kurdistan after each 
election. Pray that new governments will rule with righteousness, justice and 
mercy. Pray that they will govern with honesty and integrity, and disputes 
between the regional and central government in Iraq will come to an end.

- day 33 -
children with special needs

Pray for children with special needs living in Iraq, who often go through 
constant difficulty. For example, children with autism are not allowed to 
go to state schools, so there is a significant need for special schools or 
centers where these children can receive education. This means children 
with autism and their parents face a lot of difficulties. One mother told us: 
“I am so worried about my child. He is not allowed to attend school and he 
doesn’t have friends. I don’t know any autism center in this area.”



- day 34 -
returning christians

Christians who returned to their villages and towns in the Nineveh Plains 
in Iraq face difficulties because of the lack of basic services in their 
communities. For example, in many places, the water supply and the electric 
grid aren’t functioning well. This makes life, especially in the winter, very 
hard. Pray for God’s provision to meet these basic needs, so that no one will 
feel forced to leave the area again.

- day 35 -
supporters of middle eastern christians

Thank God for the Christians in the world who continuously support their 
brothers and sisters in Iraq and Syria through prayer and financial giving. 
Because of that support many different organizations are working together 
to support Christian families, and this is encouraging them as they rebuild 
and recover. 

- day 36 -
church unity in iraq

Pray for unity in the churches in Iraq. There are many different Christian 
denominations, cultures and traditions. Pray they will be more united, and 
that they will stand strong together in the name of Jesus Christ. Pray that 
the enemy—Satan—won’t divide the Iraqi church.
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- day 37 -
high school graduates

As they graduate high school, students in Iraq will make important 
decisions about their future. Where will they continue their studies and 
at what university or college? Some of them are accepted at government 
universities, so they get a scholarship. But there is a limited number of 
students accepted at government universities, so many young Iraqis must 
attend private colleges, which are expensive. For that reason, many students 
leave their studies to find a job. Pray that Christian students will seek and 
follow the direction of the Lord in the choices they make.  

- day 38 -
people living in refugee camps

Pray for families of Christians still living in refugee camps. The camps are 
not able to meet the needs of the groups living there, especially during the 
cold winters and heavy rain seasons. The flooding conditions endanger the 
vulnerable, especially children, the elderly and those who are already illl. 

- day 39 -
youth and families

Pray for youth and families all over the region who are feeling financial 
pressure. Pray they will persevere in a recovering economy and that all their 
needs will be met. Pray the churches providing help could find the means to 
help everyone asking for it.



- day 40 -
parents struggling to pay for school

Pray for parents who are struggling to pay school tuitions in places where 
there is no good public edcucation and provide their children with school 
supplies. Pray for the churches helping them cover such expenses, and ask 
God to provide resources to help churches continue to be sources of help 
and hope.
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visit opendoorsusa.org/riseup  

to learn how you can stand with your
family in iraq and syria.


