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When I read the stories in this issue of Presence, I 
was reminded of a quote from our founder, Brother 

Andrew: “Our very mission is called ‘Open Doors’ because 
we believe that all doors are open, anytime and anywhere,” 
he said. It’s an incredible reminder—that with Jesus, every 
door is open for the gospel, no matter how hard the way 
seems to be shut.

To my eyes, there are certainly some doors in our world 
that seemed to be closed tightly to God’s hope and love. 
This issue’s photo essay about the families and loved ones 
of Egyptian Christians killed for their faith reminded me of 
the emotional and familial cost—and had me in tears as I 
wondered at the hope of Christ in the heart of someone who 
had lost a son or dad—of following Jesus in some places. 
What could be more “closed door” than a father, son or 
brother murdered?

And yet, the loved ones these believers left behind are 
doubling down on their faith, claiming the name of Christ even 
though they know firsthand how much that faith could cost.

Another place where the doors seem to be shut up tight 
is in Sudan. This country has been in the top 10 of our 
World Watch List, our annual list of the places where it’s 

hardest to follow Jesus, for years. It went through a brutal 
war in the early 2010s, and even an unsteady ceasefire 
hasn’t allowed many Christians in the south of the country 
to try to recover from the conflict.

But through the support of Christians around the world 
through the ministry of Open Doors, Sudanese farmers are 
planting and harvesting crops, and widows are being trained 
to learn more about Jesus. Doors are being flung wide open. 

Perhaps the most visible example of God’s miraculous 
hope and love breaking through the deepest evil is in Iraq 
and Syria.

Christian communities have existed in these places since 
the time of Jesus. I’ll never forget when I heard a preacher 
talk about Iraq’s Nineveh Plain, and then he asked “You, of 
course, remember the name ‘Nineveh?’” And I realized, the 
people in this area can trace their faith to the days of Jonah.  

And in the last five years, that community of believers 
has been chased out, violently oppressed and threatened 
with extermination. ISIS (Islamic State) attacked Christians 
in Syria and Iraq with a horrifying intensity that seemed 
unbelievable. Christians were driven out of their homes, out of 
their towns and villages where they have lived for millennia.

But now? They are coming home. 
They are seeing open doors. 
To be sure, life for Christians is not easy in any of these 

circumstances. But miraculously, God is still at work—by 
His grace, He gives us a glimpse of what He is doing and 
invites us to be a part of it.

Here at Open Doors, our goal in 2019 is to pray and stand 
with Christians around the world who are living for Jesus in 
even the most closed places. We want to join God in His effort 
to open the most tightly shut doors. We want Christians 
around the world to know the full family of God, in every 
country on the planet, is standing in solidarity and prayer, to 
say, “With Jesus, every door is open for the gospel.”

Will you join us? v

Note from the Editor
“All doors are open”

______ by christopher summers ______
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THE MIDDLE EAST
Many Iraqi refugees are still waiting in Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, powerless and running 
out of money and options, holding on to the hope that they can get a visa for the United 
States or a country in Europe. After 2014, a huge number of Christians were displaced to 
Iraq’s neighboring countries to save their lives. In some countries, they are not allowed to 
work and only a few of the Iraqi children have been able to attend schools. After so many 
years, the families are running out of money and hope.

3 / 4

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

EGYPT
Multiple Christians died and an additional 
15 were injured after a violent attack on a 
group of Coptic pilgrims. The Christians 
were on their way to visit a desert 
monastery when a group of masked 
gunmen stopped the bus and fi red on it. 
ISIS, which has vowed to target Egypt’s 
Coptic Christians, has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. In a statement, the 
militants claimed they had killed 13 and 
wounded 18. At the time of printing, 
those numbers have not been confi rmed.

SUDAN
The Sudanese government has cleared a shipment of Bibles believed to have been held in Port 
Sudan for six years. The Arabic-language Bibles were released earlier this fall and transported to 
the capital, Khartoum, after years of appeals by church leaders. “Since 2011, government customs 
offi  cials have delayed the clearing of several shipments of Arabic Bibles via Port Sudan, without 
explanation,” a source said, adding that it had left Bibles decaying in shipping containers at the 
port while the approximate 2 million Christians in the country were facing a serious shortage of 
Bibles and teaching materials.

CAMEROON
Seventy-nine school students were kidnapped in 
an English-speaking region of Cameroon where 
separatists are fi ghting for independence. The 
students were abducted from the Presbyterian 
Secondary School, along with their principal, a 
teacher and a driver. This is not the work of Boko 
Haram, but the attackers obviously found 
inspiration from their methods. The hostages 
were released on November 7, but such an attack 
is alarming for believers in Cameroon.



MYANMAR
An ethnic armed group has recently detained almost 100 pastors 
and forced Bible students to join its ranks of fi ghters in northern 
Myanmar’s Shan state, reports Radio Free Asia. Witnesses who fl ed 
the state’s northern Wa region, which borders China, reported 
that 92 pastors were held by the armed group, the United Wa 
State Army (UWSA), a spokesman for the region’s ethnic Lahu 
Baptist community, Rev. Lazaru, told RFA. “The UWSA has also 
forcibly recruited 41 male and female students who were taking 
Bible studies classes in various churches, and 52 churches in the 
Mongpauk area have been shut down, and three have been 
destroyed,” the pastor said.

SRI LANKA
Christians in Sri Lanka have experienced a 
sharp increase in attacks this year, with 67 
reported cases between January and Septem-
ber, according to the National Christian 
Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL). 
September saw the highest number of cases, 
with 12 documented attacks. Comparatively, 
in the fi rst fi ve months of last year, the NCEASL 
recorded only 20 cases.
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INDONESIA
Three churches were closed in an 
Indonesian village amidst rumors 
Muslims were planning to protest 
against the churches’ presence 
because they did not have the 
required permits. But a pastor from 
one of the aff ected churches said: 
“We had been worshiping here 
since 2004 and fulfi lled all building 
license requirements. We have even 
built a good relationship with the 
local authorities. Yet the permit was 
not granted.”

CHINA
According to a trusted local source, more than 300 Christian children in two high schools 
in Zhejiang province, which has been referred to as the “Jerusalem of the East” for its 
strong Christian presence, have been asked to fi ll out a form stating that they did not 
follow a religion. In the fi rst school, which has around 200 Christian students, the teacher 
demanded the students rewrite the questionnaire, stating they had “no religion.”

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 
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IRAQ
In the last decade, ancient Christian communities in Iraq and 
Syria have been devastated by confl ict and persecution. In 
Syria, an ongoing Civil War has led to the worst refugee crisis 
in living memory. For Christians, that was coupled by the rise of 
ISIS, who brutally destroyed entire Christian communities. In 
Iraq, wars in the 1990s and 2000s, followed by the rise of ISIS, 
contributed to a mass exodus of Christians from a place where 
they have lived since the fi rst century. 

These situations seem hopeless. 
And indeed, the statistics are grim.

But God isn’t bound by statistics. And, thanks to Open Doors 
supporters, He is working to restore His people in Iraq and 
Syria. The eff ort isn’t over yet, but we trust God to continue the 
good work He has begun among His people living in some of 
the hardest places. 

Rebuilding Hope
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Raising awareness for the persecuted in D.C. and around the world

Open Doors USA works in major governmental centers to raise awareness about the plight of persecuted Christians around the 
world. Our goal is to elevate the voices of persecuted Christians so that they are unavoidable.

By Christopher Summers

Last year, we told you about an exciting development for 
Christians—and other religious minorities—in Iraq. 
Among communities that had been devastated by ISIS, the 
United Nations and the United States government had 
pledged to send $55 million to those groups as they rebuilt 
their lives and their homes. Open Doors worked hard to 
advocate for help to these areas in the Middle East, so we 
were thrilled with this outcome. You’ll recall that one of 
the key components of the process for the Open Doors’ 
advocacy campaign was a visit with U.S. Vice President 
Mike Pence from an Iraqi Christian boy named Noeh.

Open Doors was one of the 12 organizations invited to 
help the United States discern how best to spend the 
money in Iraq—Open Doors does not accept or solicit 
government funding, but was honored to participate in 
these discussions, to offer expertise and insight on how 
best to spend the promised money to help restore these 
communities. Additionally, Open Doors also helped 
facilitate a visit for the U.S. State Department to meet 
with Noeh and his family during a larger visit to Iraq to 
see how the United States’ money was being spent. 
Following this meeting, the United States committed 
direct funds to help Yazidis and Christians. 

Since the visit to Iraq from the State Department group in 
the summer of 2018, there have been additional updates. As 
reported by Christianity Today, U.S. Department of State—
led by Secretary of State Pompeo, Vice President Pence and 
USAID Administrator Mark Green—has pledged an 
additional $178 million to help restore religious and ethnic 
minority communities in Iraq. 

A new way to fight legal battles
Our field partners in Iraq are working with the local church 
to establish a legal center to help Christians develop a better 
understanding of their legal rights, to assist local lawyers in 
defending Christians’ rights, to provide a way to document 
incidents and violations against Christians and to help 
present the evidence of their persecution. Our partners hope 
that gathering this evidence and information like this will 
result in being able to provide great evidence in any court 
cases, and to help explain persecution and pressure felt by 
Christians in Iraq. Please pray that the establishment of the 
center and training of its staff goes smoothly. Please pray 
that Christians will engage with these efforts, that their 

dignity will be restored through the telling of their stories 
and that the cases documented can be used to bring about 
change for Christians in Iraq.

Helping displaced 
Christians
Open Doors has 
started ongoing 
conversations with 
UNHCR, the United 
Nations refugee 
agency, to better 
understand what 
UNHCR is facing on 
the ground as it tries 
to help the refugee 
community among 
religious minorities. 
The UNHCR has 
come under fire from 
some observers for 

not doing enough to recognize the special needs of religious 
minorities, including Christians. Open Doors wanted to 
share the perspectives of church leaders in the region so the 
UNHCR can better understand the church’s struggles. 

In many places in the Middle East, church leaders help 
support hundreds of displaced families—who need help 
with things like getting visas, getting access to humanitarian 
aid—and provide assistance to displaced families. We want 
to make sure the UNHCR is aware of these ongoing needs, 
and we are committed to working together with UNHCR to 
find ways to better serve and engage with displaced 
Christian communities in the area. Please pray that God will 
bless these discussions, and that they will result in more 
accessible relief for displaced Christians in the region.

Your advocacy efforts, encouragement and support for our 
work is so appreciated. Every time you send a message, say 
a prayer or let someone else know the reality of persecution 
around the globe, you are making a difference in the lives of 
our suffering brothers and sisters. You can find more of these 
opportunities by visiting OpenDoorsUSA.org/take-action/
advocacy—you are providing a voice to the voiceless!v

Updates from Capitol Hill

Photo:  Noeh presents over 800,000 petitions 
calling for help for religious minorities in Iraq
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What is a charitable gift annuity? It consists of a simple contract between you and Open Doors:

One of Open Doors supporters who knows the joy of “giving and receiving” recently told us:

 “ I find the Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) with Open Doors is a favorable option of giving; to me,  
it is simply because:

  1)  I believe in Open Doors’ mission, supporting the persecuted church;

  2)  I believe the gift annuity has a place in my retirement planning;

  3)   And when I give to Open Doors through a gift annuity, I satisfy my desire  
to give to this mission and receive annuity benefits with tax advantages.”

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal financial advisor for information specific to your situation.

•   You donate a gift of cash, or transfer stock to Open Doors. In exchange, a gift annuity contract is signed with 
you—and your gift goes to work.

•   You will receive fixed annuity payments for life. The payments can be quite high, depending on your age. 

•   A portion of each payment may even be tax free!

•   You might benefit from a sizeable charitable income tax deduction.

•   You receive blessing and joy, knowing your gift annuity will continue to help persecuted Christians. 

Please call Karen for more information and assistance. She’ll be happy to help you!  
Call her at 1-800-659-5965 (direct) or email karens@odusa.org

AN INCOME THAT ALLOWS YOU TO GIVE AND  RECEIVE
Exploring a charitable gift annuity with Open Doors



E tty’s dark hair falls well below her shoulders. She’s 
petite, wearing a dark blue dress with brown leather 

shoes. She is reticent and shy and carries herself across 
the room like a whisper. We had just fi nished a meal of 
ghormeh sabzi, a traditional Iranian stew of lamb, pinto 
and kidney beans with vegetables and lime. Bahar, another 
Iranian woman who’s with us, quips, “If you don’t like 
ghormeh sabzi, then you can’t be Iranian.” We all laugh. It’s 
a delicious meal.

I’m with Etty, Bahar and Mojtaba, three Iranian believers 
who all spent time in prison for their faith. And it’s clear 
that all three believers love their home country and that they 
would still be in Iran if they had the freedom to worship 
Jesus. But in the Persian-speaking world, being a Christian 
is a dangerous act. 

The Iranian regime declares the country to be a Shia Islamic 
State and is constantly expanding its infl uence. Hardliners 
within the regime are vehemently opposed to Christianity and 
create severe problems for Christians, particularly those who 
have chosen Christianity over Islam. There are spies waiting to 
turn in believers, and the police often engage in surveillance—
including phone tapping, security cameras and following 
anyone suspected of Christian activity.

Etty grew up in a Muslim family, but her brother, a 
shopkeeper, heard the gospel from another shopkeeper and 
became a Christian. When her brother shared the Good 
News with Etty, she decided to give her life to Jesus as well. 
Because it’s illegal to convert from Islam to Christianity—
seen by the Islamic regime as an act of treason—the moment 
Etty said yes to Jesus, she also said no to Iran.

A day in the life of a �ersecuted �eliever 
Meet an Iranian believer who gave up everything to follow Jesus
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______ by robert kenna ______

Believers in Iran have to keep their faith hidden and worship 
in underground churches. Take a night and prepare a special 
Iranian meal of ghormeh sabzi and pray for secret believers 
in the Persian-speaking world.

With your family or your small group, cook the meal 
together, and talk about the situation for believers in Iran—
if you want to know more about life for believers in the 
country, visit OpenDoorsUSA.org/Iran. Then, as you eat, 
think about how your simple process of eating a meal and 
praying for your brothers and sisters connects you to God’s 
family around the world.

Keep Christians in Iran—and those who have been 
forced to leave Iran—in your prayers. Pray that God would 
continue to work in the region and strengthen His Church, 
that He would soften the hearts of the country’s leaders and 
that Christians from a Muslim background wouldn’t be 
forced to choose between their homes and families and their 
faith in Jesus.
For the full recipe, visit: http://bit.do/persian-meal

Connect with Iranian Believers through a special meal
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Soon after Etty began following Jesus, she joined a small 
community of underground believers who started a church. 
Eventually, she helped disciple other Iranian women and 
worked with young children.

“All the time we have to be secret and we must be careful 
about our faith,” she says. “We can’t go to a church building 
so we just met in homes. We did praise and worship in low 
sounds so neighbors wouldn’t listen to our worship or hear 
the sounds of our house church.

“It’s so diffi cult,” she tells me. “We must keep our faith 
hidden and secret, or more troubles will maybe come.”

But in this infl uential country often called the “gateway 
to the Middle East,” it’s diffi cult to keep your faith hidden 
from the government for long. The secret police often 
infi ltrate underground Christian communities by pretending 
to be new converts, assimilating into house churches and 
then arresting entire congregations. That’s what happened to 
Etty and her husband.

The day that changed everything
After their arrest, Etty and her husband were interrogated by 
the secret police for months. During the fi nal interrogation 
before they were sentenced, their interrogator slid a document 
across the desk and asked Etty and her husband to sign a paper 
denying their Christian faith and saying they would return to 
Islam. All the couple had to do was sign the document and 
things would go back to the way they were, the offi cers said. 
Etty and her husband didn’t sign the papers that day.

“It was a new experience for me,” she says, “because I 
[had] to choose … But I choose Jesus.” 

It was a decision that would change their lives forever—
ultimately forcing them to escape the country where they 
were born, grew up and had started to raise their family. 

Today, they are doing their best to start over outside of 
Iran, but daily life is diffi cult. Please remember Etty and her 
family—and all of the secret believers still in Iran—in your 
prayers today. v
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Karamles sits nestled at the base of a few hills in 
northern Iraq, just a 20-minute drive from Mosul. It’s 

not a big city, but its roots go back just about as far as roots 
can go—it’s considered one of the very first settlements 
on earth, and thus has long been a popular destination for 
Mesopotamian archaeologists digging for clues about the 
histories of Babylonia and Assyria.

At least, it used to be.
That came to an end in August 2014, when ISIS arrived, 

imposing their own rules on the village and chasing its 
people away.

People like Noeh.

Noeh was 9 years old when he and his family fled their 
home along with hundreds of other villagers who joined the 
tens of thousands of Christians displaced by ISIS’ attacks. 
Noeh’s family moved to Erbil, with no idea what the future 
might hold and no clue whether or not they’d ever see their 
home again. For Christians in the region, along with many 
other religious minorities, it was hard to imagine a darker 
hour—hard to imagine a more hopeless scenario. “The most 
difficult thing was leaving my friends,” Noeh says. “My 
Karamles that I loved. My toys and my own bed.”

A TRUE REIGN OF TERROR
It’s difficult for people in the West to grasp the full weight 
of ISIS’ terror for the people in Iraq—particularly when it 
comes to religious minorities like Christians and Yazidis. 
The Nineveh Plains, where Karamles is located, has been a 
site of vast swatches of destruction followed by slow, 
frequently delayed attempts at recovery efforts from an 
international community that had pledged to help but had a 
difficult time following those words with meaningful 
actions. The stories of ISIS’ occupation of the region are 
unimaginably horrific. Families like Noeh’s were forced to 
wait in exile while ISIS’ reign of terror continued unabated 
and promises of military assistance and financial help never 
seemed to materialize.

But hope is a persistent thing—and God is faithful to 
those who feel like the rest of the world has abandoned 
them. While staying in Erbil, Open Doors partners were 
able to provide the refugees—who came to be known as 
the Karamles Group—with food, supplies and even trauma 
training, church events and some income-generating 
projects like a small bakery and a restaurant. With this aid, 

______ by tyler huckabee ______

How Christians are returning to their ancient communities— 
and rebuilding, thanks to your help

An Easter miraclein ���q

Photo:  Noeh stands outside his repaired home.



the Karamles Group was able to maintain their livelihoods 
until their village was liberated.

In October 2016, after a little more than two years of 
occupation, ISIS finally retreated from Karamles after being 
beaten back by the Iraqi Army. It was a significant victory 
for anti-ISIS forces, but it came at a cost. Before they 
retreated, the extremists had set fire to the village, burning 
some 446 homes in the wake of their retreat. When word 
reached Noeh of the carnage, he was resolute. “We want to 
return home,” he said then. “We thank everyone who is 
helping us. I know there are others from our village who 
don’t want to return, but I do want to return.

“This is our land.”

A DIFFICULT RETURN
Return home he did, though it made for a bittersweet return to 
Karamles for him, his family and the rest of his community. 
When they were finally able to set foot in their home village 
again in March 2017, they were greeted by burned-out 
buildings and crumbling infrastructure. Nearly 100 of the 
burned homes were completely destroyed. Noeh’s house 
escaped the worst of it, but most of his family’s belongings 
were burned beyond repair and their home had been 
blackened beyond recognition. His room was an ashen shell 
of what it had been, and even his marbles—a beloved 
childhood toy—were blackened by fire. “I was very sad when 
I saw it for the first time,” he remembers. When they first 
returned, they had to live with a relative.

It took time, effort and patience—and it will take more 
still before the recovery is complete—but the world is 
finally starting to look a little more normal for Noeh and his 
community.

By the end of August, around 325 families had moved 
back to Karamles and have been able to restore their homes 
to a state of livable repair. They joined nearly 9,000 Christian 
families across the Nineveh Plains in northern Iraq who are 
finally returning home after years of displacement as the 
hands of ISIS. Thanks to help from Open Doors supporters, 
over a thousand homes have been rebuilt, 40 of which are 
situated in Karmales—including Noeh’s.

“Honestly, the house was so damaged that I didn’t believe 
it would be possible to reconstruct it  again,” says Noeh’s 
father, Haithem. “The house was completely burned and 
smelled terrible because of the burning and smoke. But now 
everything is fine. I see it is much better than the old one.”

The homes, toys and belongings can all be replaced and 
repaired, but some things aren’t quite as easy to fix. Noeh is 
honest about a lingering sense of unease—a fear that can’t 
be painted over.
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Photo:  Christians in Qaraqosh, Iraq celebrate Palm Sunday for the first time after ISIS was expelled from the city.

Photo:  Destruction still remains in many parts of Christian communities in Iraq.

continued



The area around the city of Safita, in western Syria, was not affected by 
the Syrian Civil War. But like so many other cities in Syria, it is flooded 
with internally displaced people (IDPs) fleeing for their lives—from ISIS 
or from other extremist rebel groups and from the Syrian regime. Many 
Syrians fled to the western part of the country, which was by far the safest 
area in Syria as it was continuously controlled by the government during 
the seven years of war. Pastor Musa* is pastor of a Baptist church in 
Safita, and has seen the effects of the war firsthand. He has also stepped up 
to a mission and a calling to be God’s hope in the midst of an impossible 
situation. 

Christianity has long been a minority religion in Syria, but Musa’s church 
has become a beacon of light in the midst of the darkness of war. He and his 
church have been designated a Center of Hope—a place that offers physical, 
psychological or social support to people alongside its spiritual support—in 
Safita, offering help, programs and assistance to villagers and displaced 
people. 

“The church should be standing in the midst of society,” Musa says. “In 
the end, that always works out better for the church. Because we do all 
kinds of things for the local community, the government has now allowed 
the church to use the courtyard of one of its government schools for 
children’s activities during the summer holidays. The community has also 
accepted this.”

Despite the small size of Pastor Musa’s congregation, his church has an 
outsize role in Safita. “Some 60 to 70 people come to the church,” the 
pastor says. “Our hope center is the new way to communicate with the 
community. The people don’t need a church building—they need people 
who comfort them and bring peace. The children need people who pay 

A true center of hope in a place 
that seems hopeless

By Christopher Summers
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“In the past, this was a very safe place,” he said. “But 
now we are scared, we still need security. Every now and 
then we are afraid.”

On the other hand, he seems happy with the things he has 
in the village. “Life is very good,” he says. “I play football 
with my friends, and hang around with them. I am with the 
ones I love—all that makes me happy.”

THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION—IN FULL VIEW
The Christians celebrated Easter in their homes for the first 
time last year, commemorating the resurrection of Jesus in 
the restored houses of their home village. As Easters go, it 
was a joyous one, remembering that the new life promised 
by the resurrection can still be manifested among the people 
of God in surprising ways. A community that had been 
killed, buried and left for dead had, through the power and 

Photo:  Noeh presents a United Nations official with more than 800,000  
signatures of people who signed a petition for Christians in Iraq. 



attention to them. That is what we want to offer. We will teach women at 
this place all kind of skills so they can earn a living. Because the standard 
of education went down during the war, we are going to offer supporting 
classes to children.”

Walking through the building, it’s clear this mission is accomplished 
through a variety of ways. “This is our library, where we meet in groups, and 
sing together before we split the children into their age groups for their 
classes,” he says, walking through the building. “We teach the children 
French, English and Arabic. The children come each Friday and Saturday from 
10:00 till 1:30. During the summer, when the children are on holiday, we offer 
activities for three days each week.”

The variety of courses and assistance has allowed the church to speak 
into communities where it normally wouldn’t be welcomed. “We invite 
people for lectures and meetings, but they are not in the style of a church 
service,” Pastor Musa says. “We talk about topics related to our daily life. 
We also do an annual winter club for children. About 200 children 
attend—70 percent of them are from a non-Christian background. They 
meet every 15 days to worship, play games and study the word of God. We 
also give them books when we visit them at home.”

The pastor and his team are also planning to give micro-loans to women 
who want to start small businesses. “We think we will support about 20 
women over a period of two years,” he says. “After they have paid back 
the money, it can be used again for loans to other women. We have some 
experience with micro loans from before we opened the center.”

Although the Center of Hope is not a church, according to Pastor Musa 
the activities offered make people—including non-Christians—easily 
connect to the church. “It makes them ask for activities for the children, for 
extra classes, for medical lectures, and they come with the idea of starting a 
business with micro finance,” he explains. “These people are also the ones 
who come with questions about God. They want to learn about God, about 
the Bible, and they want to pray. It’s so important to be with the people in 
both good and bad times. They see me as a shepherd to them—they are like 
sheep. This is where we see a dream become reality. People come with 
broken hearts and they receive healing through our work.”
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promises of God, come back to life. The metaphor was 
almost too perfect for Easter.

There is a long way to go. The long-delayed financial relief 
promised by other countries like the United States has been 
mired in bureaucratic red tape, slowing the recovery process 
and frustrating locals who’d been hoping for assistance. In 
October 2018, the United States re-committed to sending 
financial aid to beleaguered Christians in Iraq, though the 
complexities of ensuring that foreign aid actually gets to the 
people who need it most is always a difficult process.

But that has ties to the Easter story, too. This is one of 
the hard parts about celebrating the Resurrection: We still 
live somewhere between the crucifixion and the final 
redemption—Good Friday and the real, true Easter. That 
means that sometimes homes will be burned, bombs will 
explode and help will be slow to come. And sometimes, 

there will be signs of God’s hands, raising what has died 
into new, redemptive life. Living in this tension is one of the 
most difficult—and rewarding—parts of the Christian life. 

But the Christians in Iraq have learned a lot about patience 
over the last few years. 

“It is a big challenge for us to return back, but we did 
return,” says Karamles’ local priest, Father Thabet Habeeb 
Youssef. “About the future, I don’t know; but I put it in the 
hand of God and the Holy Spirit knows how the future [will 
be]. ... If we open our heart to the Holy Spirit, we can see 
that the future is good.”

Noeh agrees. “Although we were displaced, we are now 
back in Karamles,” he says. “Our faith was strong and our 
faith saved us.” v

*Names have been changed to protect identities



How your support is helping believers in a region 
of Sudan torn apart by years of violence

for Sudan’s 
war victims

L ife has not been easy for Amira Juma, a widow 
from a region in the south of Sudan called the Nuba 

Mountains. “When the war started, my husband was out 
in the fi eld when a government airplane was bombing the 
area,” she says. “My husband was killed. After that, life 
became really, really, diffi cult. … There was no food. There 
was nothing for us to eat.” 

The war Amira speaks of is a years-old confl ict that began 
in 2011. Shortly after South Sudan gained its independence in 
2011, the region where Amira lives was set to decide if it, too, 
would leave Sudan. But instead of a peaceful process, the 
Sudanese government began attacking rebel groups—and 
targeting civilians. The war left communities brutalized by 
bombings, as attacks came at regular intervals, destroying 
their homes, their farms, their churches and their schools.

The persecution of Christians in Sudan is systematic. The 
country, which has been ranked in the top 10 of Open Doors’ 
World Watch List for a number of years, is governed by Sharia 
law and Islam is deeply embedded in society. Christians face 
serious restrictions in many areas. In the north of the country, 
the government has imprisoned Christians, demolished 
churches and routinely meddled in church administration. The 
region where Amira lives in the southern part of Sudan is 
home to a sizable minority community of Christians, so the 
attacks on civilians by the government of Sudan had a brutal 
impact on believers like Amira.

With her husband gone, Amira—and many other widows 
like her—faced regular near-starvation. She was unable to 
plant or harvest crops, and at times, the only things she had to 
eat were leaves. Amira and other people affected by the 

violence continue to live in constant fear, searching the skies 
for the familiar sight and sound of government bomber planes 
sent to rain explosives down on them.

“Sometimes there are bombings and long-range missiles 
from outside,” explains Emmanuel, a pastor in the region. 
“And sometimes the enemy comes and burns all the things 
and takes the cows and everything and kills the people. And 
also, airplanes come and bomb some places. Some churches 
have also been destroyed. Most people have run to refugee 
camps because of the war, [especially those] living in areas 
close to the battle lines. These are our worst challenges.”

A FRAGILE PEACE
In June 2016 the government of Sudan, seeking an end to 
sanctions and isolation by the international community, 
announced a ceasefi re in an area of southern Sudan that 
includes the region where Amira and Emmanuel live. The 
ceasefi re was extended until the end of 2018. As skeptical as 
they may be over the motives of the government, the people 
in the region welcome the lull in attacks and the end of 
violence. “In most areas, the situation has become better,” 
Emmanuel says. “That has made many people [want] to 
come back to the Nuba Mountains now.”

But he cautions that many people still lack food because 
they did not have time to plant or because they are cut off 
from aid and because of drought in some areas. There are 
also occasional bombings close to government-controlled 
areas, which has prevented some people from farming. Even 
in areas where people were able to plant and harvest, there is 
nowhere near enough food to provide for the region. 

for Sudan’s 
Providing relief

15 | 16



Open Doors Presence Magazine ~ | Vol. 4.1

 Because of this need, God moved Open Doors to act, to 
provide support and food for the Christian communities 
suffering in the Nuba Mountain region. But getting food to 
these places is no simple matter. Sudan mostly blocks relief 
aid to these communities, and Open Doors and our field 
partners have had to be very creative in getting the needed 
help to the right places at the right time. “Open Doors has 
brought us food and medicine,” says one local Christian 
leader. “You provided sorghum and peanuts, especially for 
widows and orphans, and clothing. Sometimes you have 
sent us money to look for food in different areas to buy and 
contribute to widows and orphans.”

That is why your continued support for Open Doors’ 
efforts in Sudan has been life-saving for Christians. Thanks 
to your sustained investment in our ministry, this help has 
come to them at times when it was desperately needed. 

The difference this has made to people like Amira cannot 
be overstated. “After I had suffered a lot, God blessed me 
when the church came to me and gave me some sorghum,” 
she says. “The elders of the church came to me and told me, 
‘God has sent you this “small” help.’ They gave me something 
to eat and helped me cultivate some land. [Although] they felt 
it was small, it helped me a lot. I thank you for helping all the 
widows. And I thank God.”

SPIRITUAL AND PRACTICAL HELP
In this region of Sudan, churches and schools often have 
their own farmland to help provide in the needs of church 
members and students. To help them support many more 
people in the community, Open Doors donated a tractor, the 
usage of which is managed by our local partners. This 
tractor will be used on their farm, but also on the farms of 
other churches and schools.

“We are so thankful for this tractor,” Emmanuel says. 
“Before we had it, everyone had to prepare the land by hand 
or by using bulls. We could only prepare a small piece of 
land, which was not enough for us to produce enough food. 
But since the tractor came, we have produced much more 
food. And we also use it to help many different churches and 
schools. We help them with the tractor to prepare their land 
while they plant by themselves. We can also help them get 
water to the farms if needed. Sometimes we also collect 
firewood to help them.”

In addition to this practical help, Open Doors teams have 
frequently visited the Nuba Mountains to deliver 
encouragement in what has become regular training events 
that include encouragement seminars and ministry training. 

During previous visits we have become increasingly 
concerned over the women of the Nuba Mountains who have 
been exposed to terrible trauma during the war. They have 
faced displacement and hunger, witnessed the killing of loved 
ones and have constantly been exposed to danger. Because of 
this, Open Doors has begun to also conduct special seminars 

specifically for women. Amira recently attended one of these 
seminars. 

Despite the fact that she is only semi-literate, she has 
benefitted from the time spent in the Word of God at this 
seminar. “I am very happy,” she says. “I am going to start to 
do what I have learned.

“Thank you for your food aid and also this trauma 
conference. I thank God and I thank Open Doors for 
everything that you do for us.” v

We asked believers in Sudan how we could pray 
with them. Here are some requests they asked us 
to lift up: 

1)  In 2018, churches in the capital city of Sudan, 
Khartoum, continued to face severe pressure in the 
form of church demolitions, confiscation of church 
properties and interference in church administration 
that has led to drawn-out court cases. Thank the 
Lord for international attention that has brought 
justice in at least of some of the cases. Pray this leads 
to greater freedom for the church in Sudan.

2)  Pray for the Lord’s protection over the growing 
community of believers who converted out of Islam. 
They are severely persecuted, while lacking sufficient 
discipleship. These believers also count among 
the poorest of the poor. Pray the church would be 
well equipped to care for these new believers in all 
aspects of their journey.

3)  Open Doors supports various distribution projects, 
training and community development projects in 
Sudan. Pray for God’s provision for all the work in 
this difficult setting where Christians face constant 
surveillance.

PRAY WITH SUDAN!
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O ver the past two years, Christians in Egypt have been attacked relentlessly. 
There have been church bombings, attacks on pilgrims as they visit 

monasteries, and constant harassment and threats. In many cases, there have been 
multiple deaths of Christians killed for their faith.

For the victimsʼ families, the pain of loss caused by the death of their loved 
ones runs deep and feels raw—yet they can testify to the presence of God amidst 
the suffering. Their faith remains, and is often even stronger.

In this photo essay, fi ve families from Egypt, who have lost loved ones because of 
Christian persecution, illustrate this reality and offer fi ve lessons they have learned.

The families of Christians killed for following Jesus 
in Egypt recall the faith of their loved ones—

and the examples left behind

“ T O  L I V E  I S  C H R I S T, 
A N D  T O  D I E  I S  G A I N ”
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Nabil was shot by Islamic extremists who wanted to “cleanse” 
their city of Christians. In this picture, his two sons hold 
Nabilʼs Bible. He used to read from it every day. The passage 
their father underlined just before his death, Revelation 16:15, 
inspires them to live close to God: “Look, I come like a thief! 
Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as 
not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”

Hale has taken over the Bible reading with the boys. She 
says that now that their father is dead, it’s even more 

important for Paula and Bishoy to know who God is. 
Bishoy’s teacher recently asked all the children in his class 
who didn’t have two parents to stand up. Bishoy remained 
seated. “Jesus is my father,” he explained. “And my earthly 
father isn’t dead—he is living in heaven!”

Nabil Saber Ayoub Mansour was killed on May 6, 2017, 
in El-Arish at the age of 40. He leaves behind a wife and 
two sons.

“BE AWAKE AND READY”
From the life of Nabil Saber, as remembered by his sons, Bishoy and Paula, and his wife, Hale
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The day he was killed, Karam had given his father a big hug before he left for work. 
Atef’s son Karam, 20, was a construction worker killed in a bus attack. Each of those 
present were given the choice to deny their faith or die. Karam chose to keep his faith 
and lose his life.

Atef misses his son terribly, every day. Every night Atef watches videos of his son 
working at the local monastery. If he doesn’t, he can’t sleep.

Asked about a visible reminder of the faith of his son, Atef doesn’t have to think long. 
“His life was his testimony,” he says. While usually sons learn about God from their 
father, with Atef and Karam it was the other way around. “He was always talking to me 
about the kingdom of God,” Atef says, “and he encouraged me to go to church and work 
on my relationship with God. Now my son is gone, I try to remember his words even 
more. My faith has really grown.”

Karam Atef Ibrahim was killed on the road to the monastery of Saint Samuel the 
Confessor at the age of 20. He is missed by his parents and two siblings.

“YOU ARE NEVER TOO YOUNG TO INSPIRE SOMEONE ELSE’S FAITH”
From the life of Karam Atef, as remembered by his father, Atef



Open Doors Presence Magazine ~ | Vol. 3.4

In a house in a rural village, the picture of a broadly smiling 
Wahib decorates the wall. He was a sweet father, his children 
say. But he isn’t with them anymore. He said “no” when 
Islamic extremists tried to force him to renounce his Christian 
faith and accept Islam. It cost him his life. “His absence 
hurts,” says his wife, Mariam. “Especially that my children 
have to grow up without a father makes me terribly sad.”

“We are simple farmers,” Mariam says, “and my husband 
was a simple man.” Not being able to read and write properly, 

Wahib and his family used to sing along to Psalms on a 
Christian TV channel. “We used to pray together as a family,” 
Mariam continues. “We haven’t broken that habit, and every 
time we pray, I think of my husband.”

Wahib Edward Fanous Younan was killed on the road to 
the monastery of Saint Samuel the Confessor at the age of 38. 
He leaves behind a wife and three children.

“MAKE PRAYING A FAMILY HABIT”
From the life of Wahib Edward, as remembered by his wife, Mariam
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Nadia is 35 and lost her husband, Nabil, in December 2016, 
when he tried to avoid a suicide bomber who was attacking 
their church. She now has to raise their three children 
without him. Still, the atmosphere in their house is one of 
joy, not of fear. Nadia goes to church almost every day now, 
instead of once a month. It’s the church where her husband 
died, but the memory gives her strength, instead of scaring 
her away. Her husband’s strong faith and willingness to die 
for Jesus is what is inspiring her now.

“My husband was always telling me that we live by the 
grace of God, that He provides for us,” Nadia explains. 

“And even under this diffi cult circumstance, we have 
experienced the truth of it; God is very close to us, we 
experience His peace.”

“People ask me why I look so happy under these 
circumstances,” adds Marian, Nadia’s oldest daughter. 
“They ask me how I do it. I tell them: ‘I don’t do anything. 
It’s not me; it’s God in me.’”

Nabil Habib Abdullah was killed on December 11, 
2016, in Cairo at the age of 45. He leaves behind a wife 
and three children.

“DEPEND ON GOD’S GRACE”
From the life of Nail Habib, as remembered by his wife, Nadia, and his daughter Marian
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Before his father was killed, 17-year-old Marqos didn’t occupy himself much with faith. His 
late father, Baghat, however, had a strong relationship with God and read the Bible every 
morning—until that fateful day in February 2017. “He was forced to kneel down in the 
street and convert to Islam,” Maqos says. “When he shook his head [no], he was shot dead.”

The death of his father was devastating for Marqos. But the fact that his father’s faith 
was so valuable to him that he was ready to give his life for it also made him curious. 
Marqos started spending time with God like his father did, praying daily and reading the 
Bible. It has brought a big change in his life and to the family. Before, he was a diffi cult 
teenager; now he is very involved in church.

Marqos’ mother, Fawziya, couldn’t be happier with the change she sees in her son. “If 
he doesn’t understand a verse, he comes to ask me about it,” she says. “And we pray 
together.” She is sure her husband would have loved the change in Marqos as well. “This 
is what my husband and I have always prayed for together: that the Lord would touch 
[Marqos’] heart and pull him closer to Him.”

Bahgat William Zakher was killed in El-Arish on February 12, 2017, at the age of 40. 
He leaves behind a wife and two children.

Photo: A Roman Catholic church in Qatar“SPEND TIME WITH GOD EVERY DAY”
From the life of Baghat William, as remembered by his son Marqos and his wife, Fawziya



“You are giving  
hope to us”
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______ by rebecca reynolds ______

C onvert, pay or die.”
Those were the choices offered by Muslim extremists 

to Iraqi Christians caught in the crossfire of the mission to 
establish an Islamic caliphate.

Christians were suddenly faced with the choice to give 
up their faith, their livelihood or their life. Many chose to 
part with the homes they had held for generations, fleeing 
for shelter beyond the rule of religious extremists. 

As they fled, many felt as if they were leaving hope behind.

FOR HOPE OR HARM
The forced resettlement of Christians by ISIS is a modern-
day example of how religion can be misused to harm people 
of differing beliefs. History testifies through the Crusades, 
the Holocaust and recent hate crimes against Jews in the 
United States that whenever religion is used to justify 
violence or oppression, suffering follows. 

The ISIS invasion renewed the world’s awareness of the 
many religious and ethnic conflicts that harm people of faith 
in the Middle East. This violent expression—or, more 
accurately, perversion—of Islam has uprooted and threatened 
the survival of ancient Christian communities. But even as 
ISIS retreats, nuclear threats and civil wars persist. The threat 
of an immediate caliphate may be over in the Middle East, 
but single instances of horrific violence in places like Egypt 
remain a constant fear. 

Not every conflict stems from religious belief, of course. 
And yet, in recent years, the battle lines in the Middle East 
are frequently drawn by those who use religion as a weapon 
against those who peacefully apply faith in their everyday 
lives. ISIS targeted Christians and Yazidis (along with other 
Muslim groups) because of their faith. 

Because of this, some voices want to decry all religions 
as violent—to say every expression of faith is the same, and 
all of them inflict horrors upon the world. And of course, it 
is important to acknowledge where religion—including 
Christianity—has been in error.  

But religions are not the same, and violence is not there 
in every expression of worship. True hope for the Middle 
East will still only be found through faith in Jesus, rising in 
response to religious violence.

And, today, the Middle East is in desperate need of that 
hope.

WHERE HOPE IS AT THE CENTER
“One of the most difficult struggles is the issue of 
hopelessness and despair,” an Open Doors field worker 
explains. That’s why a group of church leaders in Syria 
asked Open Doors to “help [our churches] become true 
places of compassion, true centers of hope.”

That quote inspired the effort to build Centers of Hope. 
Centers of Hope are starting throughout Iraqi and Syrian 
communities that were previously desolated by ISIS. 
Facilitated by local Christian churches and communities, 
Centers of Hope are community centers offering vital services 
like emergency relief, vocational training, trauma counseling 
and spiritual support to families who are rebuilding their lives. 
It’s a place where the hope of Jesus—a hope of true faith and 
of true religion—comes to life.

Father Afram, a church leader in Baghdad, says the fear of 
violence can still keep people isolated at home. But a local 
Center of Hope is drawing them together again by providing 
a safe place for relationships to form.

“

How Christian hope is overcoming  
religious violence in the Middle East

COLUMN
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“Some said to me, ‘You are giving hope to us.’ This church 
was almost closed, but now it’s full again,” Father Afram says 
with a smile.

HOPE THROUGH FAITH
Roger, a project coordinator in Syria, notes, “A Center of 
Hope is a place where the local church can build, maintain 
and strengthen relationships with the community in order to 
build and support a healthy and sustainable life.”

Through Centers of Hope, Christians who suffered at the 
hands of ISIS are expanding the reach of the church by 
helping their neighbors rebuild. Their faith is acting as a 
bridge into communities where followers of Jesus may not 
have had access before. Where ISIS used their twisted idea of 
“faith” to infl ict pain, Christians are leaning on their faith to 
offer the life-giving mercy and care of Jesus.

Their radical message of hope through faith stands in stark 
contrast to the religiously motivated violence that causes such 
unimaginable suffering throughout the Middle East.

FAITH TRANSCENDS
Anis is a 58-year-old professor who returned to his hometown 
of Qaraqosh after ISIS retreated. “This is the only place I 
would like to be, to be useful in my community,” he says.

For him, rebuilding is not the sole purpose of returning—
restoration is the goal.

Made brave by belief in the restorative love of Jesus, 
people of faith like Anis are paying a price to return. They 
must rebuild their homes, their businesses, their churches 
and their future as outposts of faith in communities where 
everything was overtaken by religious extremism.

“After torture, after hardships, after tough conditions, 
there will be life again,” Anis continues. “Our Lord has 
risen, and this gives all of us great hope.” 

Through the active outreach of the local church, Jesus is 
being revealed as bigger than even the most complex 
confl icts in the Middle East. Open Doors is on the ground, 
empowering Christians to build sustainable lives through 
emergency relief, microeconomic development and biblical 
discipleship—wherever their needs are greatest. 

It’s as if the church bells in Iraq and Syria are ringing 
out, “Here is hope!” For Christians who are daily reminded 
of God’s hope—and daily providing that same hope to their 
neighbors—that’s enough to build a future on. v

Photo:   A library and bookstore in a Center of Hope in western Syria shows Bibles and other literature. Centers of Hope off er spiritual, physical and emotional aid to communities 
hurt by war and terror.



Five years ago, the American wife of an imprisoned 
pastor in Iran called on her fellow Americans to gather 

at the capitols of the United States to cry out for his freedom. 
A group of us had been praying for the pastor and his family 
since his imprisonment and accepted the call to assemble 
on the steps of our state capitol building in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. It was both a call of awareness and of prayer to 
believers, and a call to God for His boundless grace.

Why did we decide on the steps of the state capitol? It’s a 
reminder of the stark contrast between the life of a believer 
in the United States and the freedoms for Christians in more 
than 60 other countries around the world

And why persecuted Christians? God’s Word teaches us 
to pray for everyone (1 Timothy 2:1), to remember those in 
prison for Jesus as if we were there with them (Hebrews 
13:3) and to use our freedom to serve one another through 
love (Galatians 5:13). God hears our prayers for our 
persecuted family every day, and He hears them when 
prayed in agreement with others (Matthew 18:20).

That first year, we prayed for the pastor, his family and 
for the pastor’s release, and we also prayed for other 
persecuted Christians by name, by group and by country. We 
prayed for our persecutors, and we prayed for the United 
States and the world’s leaders. We sang praises to God. For 
us in Little Rock, it was always a Prayer Vigil for Persecuted 
Christians. All of them.

Those capitol steps and the plaza flowing from them was 
filled with praise a couple years later when we praised God 
for the pastor’s release! And then we continued to lift up 
those still in chains for Jesus, those still in persecution, those 
still persecuting, and our country and all the world’s leaders. 
We again sang praises to God. And that has continued to 
make up the content of our Annual Prayer Vigil for 
Persecuted Christians, held on the Sunday afternoon closest 

to September 26, in remembrance and praise of that first call 
to assemble at our state capitol.

That date almost guarantees us uncomfortable weather in 
Central Arkansas. In prior years, we have just about melted 
from the heat and humidity, and this past year, it was the 
threat of rain and thunderstorms. We have come to believe 
we’re just supposed to be a little uncomfortable when 
praying in assembly for our persecuted family. We put up 
pop-up tents last year to avoid a downpour, and we had a 

How prayer on the steps of the state capitol has become a powerful 
annual reminder of God’s heart for Christians who are persecuted

Using your freedom  
to pray for freedom

COLUMN

25 | 26

______ by kevin mcmahan ______



It would have never occurred to me to use the grounds of 
the state capitol to hold a prayer meeting. But once the call 
came to do so, and to pray for persecuted Christians, it all 
made perfect sense. We enjoy such freedom of belief and 
living our beliefs in this country, and it’s increasingly rare in 
the world.

How does one go about having such an event? As I stare 
at my 16-point checklist, I’m reminded that it doesn’t start 
there. It starts in prayer. What is this stirring in my heart to 
have an event like this? How will God be glorifi ed? How 
will our persecuted family around the globe be lifted up?

Once you know you are proceeding on the path God has 
set before you, the fi rst step is to fi nd out if your state capitol 
steps and plaza can be reserved. In our state, that is handled 
by the Secretary of State’s offi ce, but you may have to make 
several calls to fi nd the right person. Identify what they 
make available, if anything, such as a podium, public 
address speaker, folding chairs, popup tents, etc. There’s 
likely a form to complete, describing your event and naming 
a responsible party.

If that’s all a “go,” then proceed with your planning. 
Consider the following: date and time of event; if you want a 
program with prayer leaders (defi ne prayer targets and leaders) 
or all participants lead prayers; program handout; singing (and 
if you need worship leader); and needs for public address 

system, folding chairs, popup tents, refreshments, Open Doors 
table with materials, photographer and advertising.

We have chosen six or seven prayer leaders with specifi c 
prayer targets (including praying for our persecutors and 
praying for world leaders), and planned for a three- to 
fi ve-minute prayer time for each of them. We sing to open, 
and we sing to close. We end in a prayer circle, hand in hand, 
with anyone who feels led offering up prayers. That kind of 
program takes an hour.

We have never had an advertising budget, so we have 
contacted the Christian radio stations, and otherwise used 
Facebook, email and word-of-mouth. We also contact other 
ministry leaders who have networks with whom they can 
share the event. As soon as the date and time have been set, 
and the capitol steps are reserved, we post a simple “event” 
notice of the Prayer Vigil on Facebook and send it out by 
email, encouraging everyone to share with others. Ideally, 
that fi rst notice of the event goes public at least 30 days in 
advance of the event.

As with any event, our hearts would be overjoyed to fi ll 
the capitol steps and plaza with believers lifting up prayers 
to Our Most Gracious God. We have learned to seek His face 
in all aspects of planning and then trust Him that He will call 
those He wants there when the day arrives.

contingency plan to continue from our cars in the event of 
lightning. That wasn’t necessary; in fact, God brought a 
respite from the rain just in time for the prayer circle, where 
the 25 or so participants could stand, hand in hand, and lift 
up prayers for the persecuted.

Jesus teaches us to pray and not give up (Luke 18:1). We 
have prayed for Asia Bibi at every prayer vigil every year. 
2018’s event marked 3,625 days in prison for her. We prayed 
for Pastor Andrew Brunson again in 2018, after praying for 
him and his family last year. Two years ago, a pastor from 
Pakistan fi rst visited us in Central Arkansas, and we heard 
his stories from his mouth. We lived with him for a time, we 
shared meals together and we worshiped together. In 2018, 
we prayed for him, his family and his ministry for the third 
straight year.

We prayed for four church leaders in Iran recently 
imprisoned. We prayed for Nigeria—through probably 15 
prayer points of the unrelenting, seemingly never-ending 
persecution at the hands of Boko Haram and the Fulani 
militants.

Something new at last year’s Prayer Vigil was the reading 
of a list of names of those in chains for Jesus. We didn’t tell 
their stories; we just simply read out their names. It seemed 
as if the names entered our ears, fl owed to our heart and then 
were cried from our heart and received by God as a sweet 
fragrance (Psalm 141:2). We read a list of 23 names of our 
family members imprisoned in China, Egypt, Eritrea, India, 
Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Vietnam. We spent some time 
in preparation, learning how to pronounce the names as best 
we could. It was a quiet, solemn moment as those names 
were read, and we knew we were at the Throne of Our Most 
Gracious God for these brothers and sisters.

Each year, we thank God for the privilege, the 
opportunity and the responsibility to join with God’s people 
to pray for those persecuted for Jesus’ sake. We pray that 
God uses this one afternoon of prayer to remind us to pray 
for our persecuted family every day, joining hands with 
those who are members of different church bodies and 
different denominations, rallying around our common 
proclamation that Jesus is Our Lord and Our Savior. v
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